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Questions for consideration on 15 July 

Believing 

In their responses to the interview questions, many people spoke much more 

about what a Christian should do than what they should believe. They did not 

use much religious language or talk about God - but many said how important 

it was to them to come to church and to relate their belief to everyday life. 

Several said that sermons were important to them. 

These responses seem to invite questions like these for others at Trinity: 

Looking back on your whole life experience of Christianity, what beliefs are 

really important to you? 

How does the preaching at Trinity make a difference to you?  

How do you feel close to God? 

 

Belonging 

The Roehampton team said that their reading of the evidence was that this 

church appeals particularly to people who have existing family and 

denominational connections with the church – and especially with Methodism. 

(This implies that Trinity’s self-image of a church where “all are welcome” may 

over-estimate our inclusiveness.) They suggested we should reflect on the 

importance of denominational identity and on how we foster a sense of 

belonging, especially amongst people who find it difficult (through illness or for 

other reasons) to come to church.  

Questions: 

What might make it difficult for someone to come to Trinity? 

Do relationships at Trinity enable people to deepen their faith? 

What does it mean to “belong” here 

 

 



Participation 

The Roehampton team quoted three factors which enable participation in the 

life of the church: 

• A sense of community which creates an expectation of mutual support 

• An environment in which people feel calm and grounded 

• A structured system for welcoming and caring for people 

Trinity also has a great many activities – it is a busy church full of busy people, 

requiring a lot of organization – and perhaps appeals most to people who are 

“joiners”. What of those who find it harder to join in? 

Questions: 

Is “joining in” important for everyone? 

How can I join in in a way that helps me grow as a person or in faith? 

How important is it for Trinity to play a part in the wider church? 

 

Some quotes: 

Faith is about being and doing and relationships 

I try to follow Christ’s teachings 

Jesus saves, doesn’t he? He saves 

This is a very inclusive church in terms of accepting difference 

When I began praying in tongues I felt much more joy in life 

Whoever I am now, I am because I’ve been here 

Trinity is a church you could go to for 20 years and still not know people 

You can’t have church without children 

Singing together is almost like healing 

These people here are going to be the people who help me raise my child 

The trouble is, you can’t get anyone to volunteer for anything now – I think you 

just have to make time 

When people share their resources, they don’t exactly share the gospel of 

Christ – it’s more about the unspoken 

Are we doing a lot for the wider community? – I would say no 

 


