
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday  3 July       
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am  SBC  Brigade Awards Service 
   Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship    
   Revd David Varcoe 
  St N         Team Service at St Barnabas 
   Revd  Cécile Schnyder 
   Revd David Stephenson (preach) 
  6.30pm    St N  United Service         
 

Sunday 10 July       
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC   Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Roger Hoath 
     Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales 
                    St N       Holy Communion 
   Revd Martin Hayward   
  6.30pm      St N       United Service 
 

Sunday 17 July    
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship   
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship 
                      Revd  Dr  David Dickinson 
   St N  Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
   6.30pm     St N        United Service  
 

Sunday 24 July    
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship   
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship   
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
   St N  Baptism and Holy Communion  
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
  6.30pm     St N        United Service 
 

Sunday 31 July    
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship  Communion 
   Mr  Trevor Campbell -Smith 
   Trinity    Morning Worship    
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
   St N  Team Service at Christ Church 
   Revd Cécile Schnyder 
   Jeff Richards (preach) 
  6.30pm     St N        United Service 
    
 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

July/August 2016 

Dear friends 
 

What do you think a friend is? Here are a few ideas: 
"A friend is a mug of hot coffee on a damp, cloudy 
day." Or: "A friend is a hot bath after you have 
walked 20 miles on a dusty road." 
 

More humourously, Mark Twain said, "The holy 
passion of friendship is of so sweet and steady and 
loyal and enduring a nature that it will last through a 
whole lifetime if not asked to lend money!"  
 

Friendship is clearly a wonderful thing. If it has never 
occurred to you before, note that Christians were 
called "friends" before they were called Christians. 
The New Testament tells us, "it was in Antioch that 
the disciples were first called 'Christians'". But long 
before that Jesus himself said to the disciples, "I 
have called you friends." Think about that. Let it sink 
in. "I have called you friends." Before anything else. 
"I have called you friends."  
 

What are some of the characteristics of a good 
friendship? Think of a few. Friends care about each 
other's welfare. If you are my friend, I want the best 
for you. I want no harm to come to you. In fact, deep 
friendships are often forged in the midst of common 
suffering. Soldiers returning from the battlefield will 
always speak angrily of the ugliness of war and yet, 
in the same breath, they will talk with warmth about 
the friends that they made.  
 

Even more important, friends share what is inside. 
C. S. Lewis says, "Friendship is born at that moment 
when one person says to another, 'What! You, too? I 
thought I was the only one." 
 

How do you get to be Jesus' friend? Jesus told us: 
"You are my friends if you do what I command you." 
But even as simple a statement is not really about 
following some rules. Remember what the command 
IS: "This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you." In other words, if you 
want to be my friend, be a friend to my other friends.  
 

Now I really and truly hope it is many a long year 
before anyone has to say a eulogy for me.  But I 
would be more than content if, when the time 
comes, I am remembered as “Jesus’ friend”.  
 

How about you? 
 

Mike       Revd Mike Dales 

 for help or information please contact 



Welcome! 
 

On the 24 August at 7.30pm the Bishop of Croydon 
will license the Revd Philip Brooks as Team Vicar 
within Sutton Team Ministry with particular 
responsibility for Christ Church. The service will 
take place at St Nicholas and everyone is warmly 
invited to join in our celebrations 
 

Phil is currently Assistant Curate in Oxted Team 
Ministry. He is married to Jenny and they have a 
young son Adam. We look forward to welcoming 
the whole family to Sutton. Please hold them in 
your prayers. 
 

Congratulations! 
 

God willing, and the people permitting, the Revd 
Cécile Schnyder from Sutton Team Ministry will be 
ordained Priest on Saturday 2 July at 11.00am at 
Holy Trinity, Redhill. This will be a ticketed event 
with limited places. 
 

From 3.00pm that afternoon there will be drinks 
served at 37 St Barnabas Road. Donations of 
nibbles will be greatly appreciated! Please put this 
date into your diaries and come and join us! 

News from the 
Churches 

 

A New Book  - by Martin Camroux! 
 

Ecumenism in Retreat     how the United 
Reformed Church failed to break the mould 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In his enthronement sermon as Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1942 William Temple famously 
declared the ecumenical movement to be ‘the great 
new fact of our era’. For much of the twentieth 
century it was the major hope for Church renewal. In 
1964 in the UK the churches set 1980 as the date by 
which unity would be achieved. By the end of the 
century, however, the enthusiasm had largely 
dissipated, the organizations which represented it 
were in decline, and organic unity looked further 
away than ever. 
 

One significant ecumenical merger took place - the 
creation in 1972 of the United Reformed Church, 
which saw its formation as a catalyst for the 
ecumenical renewal of the British churches. 
 

This book, by former Minister of Trinity Revd Dr 
Martin Camroux, is the first serious study both of the 
United Reformed Church and of the failure of the 
hopes for organic unity. It ends with a commitment to 
a renewed ecumenical hope. 
 

It is available from Amazon in about a month but is 
available now from Martin at a special price of £16 
including postage. Contact him (he might sign it for 
you!) at 4 Sorrel Close, Colchester, CO4 5UL  or 
email:  m.camroux@talk21.com 
 

Sunday Afternoon Outings 
 

10 July      A Visit to Kensington Gardens 
 

Come and see Peter Pan's statue, the Albert 
Memorial, the Italian Gardens and the Princess 
Diana Memorial Fountain.  Entrance is free 
 

Visit the Serpentine Art   
Gallery, the temporary 
Pavilion and the Summer 
Houses commissioned for 
Summer 2016 and designed 
by contemporary architects. 
 

Meet at the back of 
Trinity Church following 
morning service. Bring a 
packed lunch  and you will 
need an Oyster Travelcard 
or equivalent for train and 
bus travel. We will return to 
Sutton by 6.00pm. 
 

14 August         The Oaks Park  Carshalton 
 

Join us for a picnic lunch and walk around the Oaks 
Park area, returning to John and Deborah Wroe's 
home for tea.  Meet at 12.15 at the back of Trinity. 
 

For more information or to request, or offer a lift, 
contact John and Deborah Wroe: 
020 8642 9064,    john.p.wroe@btinternet.com 

Sutton and the First World War 
 

Join us for the last two Wednesday talks at 
8.00pm at St Nicholas Church. Admission will be 
free and all are welcome. 
  

6 July Photographing the Fallen 
                    Jeremy Gordon-Smith  
 

A talk based on a book Jeremy is currently writing 
about the war experience of his great, great uncle 
Ivan Bawtree who was a war graves photographer 
on the Western Front, and lived all his life in 
Sutton.  
 

20 July The Stones Cry Out 
  Jeff Richards  
 

St Nicholas, like the other churches in Sutton, has 
a rich legacy of reminders of the lives destroyed in 
the four years and four months of fighting. Each of 
these monuments is more than simply engraved 
names and dates.  
 

Book Club        Under the Udala Trees   
a first novel by Chinelo Okparanta 

 

Dave Dickinson reviewed 
this.book in the April edition 
of Unite! describing it as a 
novel every contemporary 
Christian should read. 
Come and discuss the  
story of Ijeoma, whose 
father was killed in the 
Nigerian Civil War, in Trinity 
Terrace Room at 8.00pm 
on Tuesday 13 September. 
Plenty of time to read it over 
the summer! 



 

We love this hymn because…..          by Shirley Campbell and Joyce Toten 
 

In 1970 we spent the first of many holidays on the Isles of Scilly.  On the Sunday we boarded one of the 
fleet of boats that take tourists to the other islands. The boatman was very knowledgeable pointing out 
local landmarks and spotting anything unusual in the way of wildlife, which we, as lovers of the natural 
world, found most interesting.  
 

That evening, after a glorious sunny day, we decided to attend the 8.00pm service at the Methodist 
Church on St Mary’s. It was there we first heard the hymn How Great Thou Art. It was sung as a solo by 
a choir member who was none other than the boatman we had listened to earlier in the day. His deep 
melodious voice filled the church with a wonderful sound. The words seemed so appropriate, echoing all 
we felt after experiencing so much beauty in God’s creation-it was a perfect end to an unforgettable day. 
 

Now whenever we hear How Great Thou Art we are reminded of that first magical visit to the beautiful 
Isles of Scilly. 
 
O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made. 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the September 
issue is 17 August. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

Developing Resilience                by Justine Middlemiss 
 

As I write this I am supposed to be packing to go on holiday. I hate packing, and firmly ascribe to the 
‘chuck it all in the case at the last minute’ school which normally works, but not always. 
 

Like many people I find that the day or so before I go away is incredibly busy and stressful, so much so 
that I often get to the point of ‘Why am I bothering to go away at all?’. But some training that I attended 
recently reminded me why it is so important to get a break and to get away from it all. It was training on a 
concept that was new to me – Resilience. The idea is to look at the way we behave and think to ensure 
that we don’t get so full of the stuff of today, whether real or created by our minds, that we run around 
like the proverbial headless chicken. Rather we build in and build up our resilience to help us to cope and 
even thrive. And part of that coping is to build into our lives some wobble room. Or as the Bible might put 
it, some Sabbath space, a holy time or holiday.  It doesn’t need to be big. But it does need to be there. – 
every day, every week, every month, every year. At least that’s what the training says. 
 

Now I know that most of us don’t have the time or the money for a daily 
massage, or to jet off every weekend or indeed month. But we probably do 
have time to sit quietly with a cup of tea or coffee every day and just to be in 
that moment; not worrying about the past or the future; just enjoying the 
aroma, the taste; listening to the sounds around us. We might have time to 
take ourselves , on our own or with others, off to the park or a National Trust 
property, to spend sometime away from the chores for half a day or even a full 
one; we might have time to walk in the countryside or look at the sea. We 
might decide to take some time out to meditate, to pray silently and 
deliberately; time to be with God. 
 
 

 

We need that time to re-create; to decompress; to rediscover that we are made in the image and likeness 
of God and that we are loved and loveable. We need that Sabbath time; that holy and precious time; a 
daily, weekly, monthly holyday.  
 

I hope that however long or short your break is, five minutes or five weeks, that it will be a time of rest 
and recovery; a time of joy and discovery. 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
Monday   11 July             3.00pm 
Monday   18 July             6.30pm 
No meetings in August 
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting      (1st and 3rd Saturdays) 
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall. All are welcome. 
For further information contact: 
Janet Little  8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets fortnightly on a 
Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to enjoy 
a variety of activities including coffee, films and 
outings. It is open to women of any age. For 
further details of the programme contact: Carole 
Adams 07711879645 or see: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514 
 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school. A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver: 01883 346261. 
 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm every 
Monday in Trinity Hall. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed!  
No meetings in July/August 
Contact:   Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   
 
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and      
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

Worship in August in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 

 

Sunday   7 August  
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30 SBC Morning Worship   
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Cécile Schnyder 
  6.30pm Trinity United Service 
 

Sunday  14 August 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30 SBC Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship   
  Mr John Wilson 
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm Trinity United Service 
 

Sunday  21 August    
 

. 9.00am St N Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship   
  Revd David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  6.30pm  Trinity United Service  
 

Sunday  28 August 
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship   Communion  
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson  
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm Trinity United Service 

DEVOTIONS 
 

A Prayer for Summer 
 

Father, Creator of all, thank you 
for summer! 

 

Thank you for the warmth of the 
sun and the  

increased daylight. 
 
 

Thank you for the beauty I see all around me 
and for the opportunity to be outside and enjoy your 

creation. 
 

Thank you for the increased time I have to be with 
my friends and family and for the more casual pace 

of the summer season. 
 

Draw me closer to you this summer. 
Teach me how I can pray no matter where I am or 

what I am doing. 
 

Warm my soul with the awareness of your presence 
and light my path with your Word and Counsel. 

 

As I enjoy your creation, create in me 
a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for you. 

 
Amen. 


