
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 1 June 
 

    9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship  
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship    Communion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship    Communion 
                 Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm  Trinity      United Service  
 

Sunday 8 June    Pentecost 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP singing) 
10.30am SBC         Morning Worship      Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship                                            
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship     Baptisms  
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm Trinity     United Service 
 

Sunday 15 June   Trinity Sunday    
  Pulpit Exchange 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP singing) 
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
 Trinity  Morning Worship  
  Revd Mike Dales 
 St N Sunday Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson   
  6.30pm  Trinity    United Service 
 

Sunday 22 June  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Sunday Worship     Communion    
  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss (pr) 
  6.30pm Trinity  United Service 
 

Sunday 29 June 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP singing)
10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
  Revd Sally Fox 
 Trinity  Morning Worship      Parade 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Sutton Team  Ministry 
  United Service at St Barnabas 
 6.30pm  Trinity    United Service 
                                 Choral Evensong 

  

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

June 2014 

Dear friends 
 

God our Father and our Mother, you hold our life 
within you; nourish us at your breast and teach us to 
walk alone. Help us so to receive your tenderness 
and respond to your challenge that others may draw 
life from us in your name.  Amen. 
 

This prayer by Janet Morley is one I often use as the 
Collect on Mothering Sunday, drawing as it does a 
comparison between the life giving of God and the 
life giving of those who bring us to birth and who 
nurture us. 
 

As we approach the feast of Pentecost, it seems to 
me that it is almost as appropriate for that Feast.  
 

Why? Because the Anglican Diocese of Southwark is 
inviting its members to make a pilgrimage to the 
cathedral - our mother church - on the evening of the 
Feast. 
 

Also, because Pentecost is the celebration of the 
sending out of the first Apostles, filled, empowered 
and continually nurtured by the Holy Spirit. The book 
of Acts is a catalogue of some of their early 
experiences and struggles, successes and 
disappointments as they learn to walk alone without 
the physical presence of Jesus. We discover that 
they found the challenge of taking the Gospel into 
new situations hard, but they were constantly 
sustained by each other and by God’s presence. 
 

As we celebrate Pentecost here in Sutton, we are 
reminded that the Church is about more than what 
happens in our buildings on a Sunday, more even 
than what happens as we talk and learn and share 
together. 
 

As Christians, God sends us out into our world; 
challenging us to spread the Good News of 
transforming love into our context that others might 
be fed by God through us. We are constantly 
learning to walk alone / together in a sort of multiple 
legged race – sometimes sprinting, sometimes 
staggering in an ungainly fashion, but always held in 
the arms of God who cares for us enough to let us 
fall down and learn from our mistakes. 
 

As we continue to be Churches Uniting in Central 
Sutton, so may God continue to bless us with the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit that we may grow as 
individuals, as a community and as those who give 

life in this place. 
 

 Justine             Revd Justine Middlemiss 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3.00pm and 7.45pm.  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
Monday   2 June        3.00pm 
Monday   9:June        7.45pm 
Monday 16 June:       3.00pm      
Monday 23 June:       7.45pm 
Monday 30 June        3.00pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

                    Devotions 
    Prayers of Intercession for Pentecost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit to help us 
pray as we ought. 
Holy Spirit, help us. 

 

We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against 
injustice and oppression, for those exhausted 
by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
Holy Spirit, help us. 

 

We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by 
illness or pain; for those whose lives are 
darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
Holy Spirit, help us. 

 

We ask for the peace and joy of your Spirit for 
those living in the shadow of war and violence; 
for those eaten up by guilt and anxiety and 
whose Christian life has become hard and dry. 
Holy Spirit, help us. 

 

We ask for the guidance and strength of your 
Spirit for those uncertain how to use their time, 
talents and gifts; for those tempted to do what 
is wrong. 
Holy Spirit, help us. 

 

We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the 
distressed; for those reaching out to others 
with the Good News of Christ. 
Holy Spirit: help us. 

 

Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit to 
know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships; 
in our work and service; 
in our worship; 
in our times of joy and pain. 
Holy Spirit, help us.     

 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

Talks at St Nicholas 
 

As part of the celebrations to mark the 150
th
 

anniversary of the consecration of the present 
building, there will be three talks held in the church 
on Wednesday evenings, each starting at 8pm. All 
the talks are free, and all are welcome. 
 

18 June, John Phillips will look at ‘Lost Sutton – 
the village before suburbanisation’. This will be a 
look at the history of Sutton from its origins until the 
coming of the railway and the beginning of 
suburbanisation in the 1860s. 
 

John Phillips retired from Sutton Museum Service in 
2011 having worked there for nearly two decades. 
He has been involved in the history of this area since 
the end of the 1970s and has conducted excavations 
at Carew Manor, Honeywood and The Oaks. He is 
particularly interested in the late Medieval and 
early modern periods. 
 

2 July, Peter Likeman, known to many having 
been associated with St Nicholas’ Church for many 
years, will give a history of the church from before 
Doomsday to the present including the building of 
the present church and famous and infamous people 
associated with it. 
 

16 July, Valary Murphy will examine ‘Sutton – from 
Surrey village to London suburb’, looking at the 
development of Sutton and its population. More 
details next month. 
 

Trinity Book Club 
 

In a voice that is both tender and filled with rage, The 
Testament of Mary by Colm Tóibín tells the story of a 
cataclysmic event which led to an overpowering 
grief.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Mary, her son has been lost to the world, and 
now, living in exile and in fear, she tries to piece 
together the memories of the events that led to her 
son's brutal death.  
 

Join us on Sunday 29 June at 7.45pm in the Oasis 
when we will meet to discuss this book. 
 

Choral Evensong 
 

Members of Trinity, St Nicholas and Sutton Baptist 
Church will be in the choir to sing Evensong at Trinity 
on Sunday 29 June at  6.30pm. Do come along! 

 

 

Ordination of Women 
 

It was 20 years ago that women were first ordained 
in The Church of England. On 26 April the 
congregation of St Nicholas helped Revd Sarah 
Sewell, one of those ordained in 1994, to celebrate, 
and presented her with a pair of candlesticks. 
Among those ordained in 1994 were Revd Sara 
Goatcher and Revd Julia Popp, who have both 
been ministers at St Nicholas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ramble on Headley Heath  1 June 
 

Join us after morning service on Sunday 1 June for 
a ramble.  It will be around 3 miles and fairly easy 
walking.  Bring a packed lunch to eat at Trinity 
before we go and good footwear.   
 

If you need a lift from Trinity to Headley Heath and 
back make sure you let us know in advance and if 
you are able to offer a spare seat, again please let 
us know.  
If you are interested please contact: 
John and Deborah Wroe (8642 9064 ) 
or  john.p.wroe@btinternet.com)  
 

We will meet at the back of Trinity Church around 
12 noon and be back probably around 4-5pm. 
 

On Sunday 6 July we plan to visit the 
Buddhapadipa Thai Buddhist Temple on 
Wimbledon Parkside, hopefully having a picnic 
lunch in the beautiful gardens. More details next 
month! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading the Bible more closely 
 

Join us in June in the Terrace Room at Trinity  for 
the final two sessions in a series of studies called 
Reading the Bible more closely. Each week we will 
look at the stories of two biblical characters with the 
aim of discerning different ways of reading different 
types of texts within the Bible. 
 

10 June 7.45pm:      Moses and Matthew's Jesus     
      (Leviticus 19 and Matthew 5: 17-48) 
 

17 June 7.45pm:       David and the Psalmist  
    (1 Samuel 16:1 -17:58 and Psalm 21) 
 

In Memoriam    Rosemary Margaret Wood 
 

Rosemary, after a career in nursing, worked for the 
Church Commissioners as secretary to the Deputy 
and Official Surveyor, where she also sang with 
Deansbank Singers who sang at Lambeth Palace 
staff Eucharists.  
 

At Trinity, Rosemary attended all musical events, 
was a member of Darby Partridge's housegroup 
and continued to be appreciative of all friendships. 

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


 

Augustine of Hippo:  A Life:  by Henry Chadwick (Oxford University Press, 2010) £9.99 p/b 
 

Reviewed by Dave Dickinson 
 

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in North Africa from 395 to 430 was an 
influential thinker, a formidable theologian and one of the most important 
Christians since the biblical era.  That’s my view and others may dispute it.  
He was also probably the world’s first biographer, inventing a form of life-
writing through which he gives us insight into his beliefs and practice.  His 
Confessions is a form of autobiography written as if he is in dialogue with 
God.  He is often quoted in sermons and devotional writing, so it is quite 
likely you will have had frequent contact with Augustine.  Yet you might 
think that an introduction to Augustine would be useful.     
 

Henry Chadwick was one of the great Augustine scholars, yet this slim 
introduction to Augustine’s life and works is as accessible and readable as 
anyone would want.  By means of Chadwick’s easy narrative style, this 
book teaches us more and more of the life and times of this bishop who 
lived through turbulent times. 
 

Because he wrote so much, there is plenty to dislike about Augustine.  I 
don’t like his teaching on predestination, suffering and the way he 
associates sex with humanity’s fall from grace.  However, I do like what he 
had to say about beauty, the nature of the church and the ways we read 
the Bible.  In short, he saw God as “supreme loveliness”, beauty which 
evokes our love.  Living through a prolonged dispute with a group of Christians called Donatists who 
emerged from a period of persecution then excommunicated all who had succumbed, Augustine argued 
that this was wrong:  Noah’s Ark, he said, included many malodorous beasts, and so could the Church!   
Augustine is also a reminder that our forebears were often more sophisticated than we are:  a whole 
section of his book, On Christian Teaching, emphasises the importance of interpreting the Bible.  We 
cannot, he says, simply read meaning off the page for ourselves;  rather, we need help from our teachers, 
our fellow-Christians and other sources.  Chadwick explains all this succinctly and clearly.               

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the July/August 
issue is  18 June  Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

The Revd Peter Thomas Stanford     by Mike Dales 
 

Would you believe that in the 1890s a freed slave became Britain’s first 
black minister?  Strange but true! 
 

The Revd Peter Thomas Stanford was born on a plantation three years 
before the beginning of the American Civil War – his mother had been 
sold off, and he was a neglected child.  Peter was kidnapped by Native 
Americans following the abolition of slavery at the end of the War and was 
eventually abandoned by them.  Peter met a Presbyterian minister who 
treated him well and arranged an education during which time he was 
converted to Christianity and began work as a missionary to the black 

community in Connecticut.  He became a Baptist minister and travelled to Britain in 1883 to raise money 
for his church, but stayed for a long twelve years. 
 

After moving around England Peter was attracted to Birmingham, and in 1889 received an invitation to 
become the pastor at the Baptist church in Hope Street.  He faced some major obstacles in his ministry – 
he was libelled, slandered, ostracised and opposed but in spite of this he did have supportive Christian 
friends and a stalwart wife from West Bromwich.  He eventually became a well-known public figure in the 
city and under his leadership the church thrived, with flourishing schools and organisations.  When he 
retired the church presented him with a gold watch. 
 

Stanford returned to the US in 1895, and died of kidney failure there in 1909. 
 

The current minister at Hope Street, the Rev Dr Paul Walker, said, ‘To think that back in the 1890s an 
African American ex-slave was the minister of a white working class church is quite moving and profound 
… Stanford crossed boundaries of race and class.’  He added, ‘There is a large picture of him at the back 
of the church.  Occasionally I look at it and am stunned to think that guy walked the streets I walk and was 
committed to the same things.  It is a privilege to be the minister of the same church.’ 


