
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

Sunday 1 February 

 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship  
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship     Communion 
                 Revd Beverly Fraser 
  6.30pm   St N         United Service  
The theme for United Evening Services in February  
is Aspects of Love 
 
 
 

Sunday 8 February 
 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC        Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity     Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm St N         United Service 
   

 
Sunday 15 February   
 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
 Trinity  Morning Worship     
                                 Commitment for Life Service          
  Revd Dr David Dickinson and               
                                 Revd Dr Susan Durber 
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  Jeff Richards (assist)  
  6.30pm  St N    United Service 
 

 
Sunday 22 February 
 
  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    

    Revd Dr David Dickinson 
        St N    Morning Worship    Communion 
                                  Revd Mark Pullinger 
                                  Jeff Richards (assist) 
  6.30pm St N  United Service 
 

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

February 2015 

 

Dear Friends 
 

After the joyous intensity of the Christmas season 
we have arrived in a New Year full of the reasons for  
the need of Peace on Earth; devastating genocide in 
northern Nigeria, the deaths of Pakistani youths at 
school, the continuing deadly mayhem in Syria, and 
closer to home murder in Paris and other European 
towns. Clashes of intent and ideologies that oppress 
true living and bring death in a thousand and one 
forms, as if the world is living on borrowed time - that 
something precious and of good for all is being 
taken from it. 
 

We have also seen communities, where they are 
able, rising and expressing their unity against such 
aggression and devaluation of our human being. 
 

We are fast approaching the season of Lent, the 
season of preparation for the annual remembrance 
of the brutal death and murder, and resurrection of 
one man. 
 

It strikes me that in borrowing something there is a 
sense of taking from, but that in being lent 
something there is a sense of given-ness that comes 
with it. And so perhaps we might view Lent as a gift 
to us, in which we may find blessing and benefit.  
The Church is challenged deeply in this day – where 
is the relevance, and where is God in the equation 
that to many seems to balance the death of one 
person 2000 years ago against the atrocities of our 
current world’s experience? How we live in the life of 
that, how we express and make it make sense in the 
world calls for a deep and generous activity, even a 
demonstrable unity, of all who live in the light and 
possibility of God’s grace for his world.  
 

And so how we use the given-ness of Lent 
individually and together may help us all seek a 
better, stronger deeper, experience and living of the 
seemingly unbalanced equation of God so loved the 
WORLD that his gave his ONE and begotten Son  
that marks our being in Christ,  and in that gift 
together seek to take a step in making better 
connectivity of the hope and love we share in Christ 
with the life of the world that we are given in which to 
realise it. 
 

I pray we will seek the deeper gifts of Lent for 
ourselves, for our unity, and for the sake of God’s 
precious world. 
 

Mark                    Revd Mark Pullinger 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month.  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
 
Monday    9 February       3.00pm 
Monday  16 February:      7.45pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring  Sylvia Robinson 8642 
1391.or Margaret Jeffery 8874 7108  

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 
 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Chuch is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

                   Devotions 
  

              A Special Lenten Fast 
  

 
Give up harsh words:  
use generous ones. 

 

Give up unhappiness:  
take up gratitude. 

 

Give up anger:  
take up gentleness and patience. 

 

Give up pessimism:  
take up hope and optimism. 

 

Give up worrying:  
take up trust in God. 

 

Give up complaining:  
value what you have. 

 

Give up stress:  
take up prayer. 

 

Give up judging others:  
discover Jesus within them. 

 

Give up sorrow and bitterness:  
fill your heart with joy. 

 

Give up selfishness:  
take up compassion for others. 

 

Give up being unforgiving:  
learn reconciliation. 

 

Give up words:  
fill yourself with silence, and listen to others. 

 
A Latin American Prayer 

 

Come and Sing Again! 
 

Palm Sunday  29 March  
 

The evening service at Trinity on Palm Sunday 
will include a performance of the St Luke 
Passion (attributed to JS Bach) by Trinity 
Festival Choir. Although less well-known than 
its illustrious counterparts, the St. Luke. 
Passion is full of powerful and dramatic musical 
gestures, and includes some of the beautiful 
passion chorales which will be familiar to many.  
Do join us if you enjoy singing and extend this 
invitation to your musical friends!  
 

The first rehearsal will be at 8pm in the Parlour 
at Trinity on Thursday 5 February. There will 
not be a rehearsal on 19 February. 
 

Contact Stephen Haylett for more information: 
 

020 8643 3416                 slhaylett@freeuk.com 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Lent Together in 2015 
 

Ash Wednesday – 18 February    
 

7.00pm Frugal Supper at St Nicholas  
 

Tickets available from your church representatives. 
This will be followed by  

 

8.00pm Service of Ashing at St Nicholas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lent Talks 2015 
 

                   This is my body … 
 

All the talks will take place at  St Nicholas at 
8.00pm and all except the final talk will be 
repeated the following day at 2.00pm. 
 

25 February   This Is My Body   
                       Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 

4 March     The Confessing Body  
                       Rev Mike Dales 
 

11 March     The Thankful Body  
                       Revd Justine Middlemiss 
 

18 March     The Broken Body 
                        Revd Mark Pullinger 
 

25 March     The Gathered Body  

 

A Book for Lent 2015 
 

A new book recommendation for our series of 
Advent and Lent “book clubs”! 
 

Lent is for Loving by Sheila Cassidy will be 
available to buy in each church for £5 in the 
next few weeks.  
 

You are invited to join a group discussion  soon 
after Easter – look out for the date and time in 

March Unite! 
 

This book is incredibly 
powerful and socially relevant 
and certainly something that 
makes for real Lent reading 
….. This is the book to use if 
you want to reach out and 
consider what it means to be 
church in our society… 
 

(from a review by Melanie 
Carroll) 

Sunday Outings 
 

Since September 2013 we have really valued 
the monthly outings planned by John and 
Deborah Wroe after morning service and 
many adults and children from all three 
churches have enjoyed the walks and visits.  
 

Last month 20 of us travelled to London, saw 
Buckingham Palace, enjoyed a walk through 
St James Park, were moved by a silent 
demonstration in Trafalgar Square (in memory 
of those killed by terrorists in Paris during the 
week and protesting "Je suis Charlie"), 
enjoyed a tour and explanations of several 
paintings in the National Gallery and then saw 
the red, white and blue projections in 
Trafalgar Square showing support to the 
people of France as we left for home 
 

Why don’t you join us in the future! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 February We will be visiting  
the Imperial War Museum in Kennington 
where you will find displays on conflicts from 
the 1st World War to Afghanistan, the story of 
espionage and special forces, 1st World War 
art and much more.  Meet at the back of 
Trinity Church (in the coffee area) at noon 
after morning service.  Bring a packed lunch 
and you will need an Oyster Travelcard or 
equivalent. 

 

For more details please contact: 
John and Deborah Wroe         020 8642 9064, 
email     john.p.wroe@btinternet.com 

In Memoriam 
 

Joan Pentreath Caldwell 
 

Joan, who was probably the longest-serving 
member of Trinity Church at the time of her 
death on 7th January, was born in 1920 and 
lived in Cheam for most of her life.  She was 
the local organiser for the Action for Children 
house-to-house collection and hall booking 
secretary for many years. 
 

Joan’s funeral service will take place at Trinity 
on Friday 6 February  at 2.30pm. 
 

Hugh Melville Reveley   
 

Hugh, who died suddenly on 10th January at 

the age of 67, sang bass in Trinity Church 

choir.  A man of great artistic talent and a gen-

tle, quiet personality, Hugh came to Trinity 

Church after his wife Choon died. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london
mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


 

The Trinity Advent Lecture                                                reviewed by  Adrian Turner 
 

I have been fortunate to visit the medieval cathedral in the French city of Troyes. It is a fine gothic building and the art 
which adorns the interior gives the visitor a sense of the religious passion which consumed the skilled craftsmen and 
artists who toiled on its construction. Memories of the visit were recently stirred as I listened to a lecture delivered by 
Lord Harries of Pentregarth. A life peer and before his retirement the Anglican Bishop of Oxford; Lord Harries talked 
on the subject of “Modern Art – enemy or friend of religious art”. 
 

He delivered an assessment of faith related art in the 20
th
 century and began by observing that Anthony Blunt 

(Surveyor of the Kings Pictures and in his spare time Soviet spy) had been of the view religious art could only come 
from a society where religious faith was natural to it. Such faith however had been severely tested by a century of 
extreme violence, brutality and chaos. It was not unreasonable to assume therefore that modern artists judged a 
belief system with a reverence for a Christian god as offering limited inspiration for their work. Where artists had 
retained an interest in religion Lord Harries also highlighted the challenge of how they might represent such concepts 
as religious transcendence.  
 

The religious art of the Cathedrale de Troyes was undoubtedly “natural” to 11
th
 century France but could the same be 

said of modern religious art produced in the last century? In an absorbing lecture Lord Harries introduced his 
audience to a range of works including those by Georges Rouault (Christ mocked by soldiers), Norman Adams 
(Golden Crucifixion) and Stanley Spencer (Christ in the wilderness). Each made a particular impression on me and 
you may care to review the works yourself (readily available online) to make your own judgement. I was particularly 
fond of the picture painted by Norman Adams. It contains many images “natural” to the strife of the 20

th
 century but 

as your gaze lengthens the butterflies opening their wings to fly begin to dominate. As one informed observer 
commented the wings provide a feeling of hope over immense tragedy. 
  

For those who missed this event then, happily a recording of the lecture (delivered by Lord Harries at Gresham 
College) is available on the internet (gresham.ac.uk) and I urge you to watch it. The works presented do, I feel, reflect 
Christian themes of our time and I came away concluding that the artists were friends rather than foes. 

(Copyright law means that the paintings Adrian refers to cannot be reproduced, here,  but they can be viewed online) 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the March issue is 
11 February. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

Carrying a cross, living with the consequences  
(A reflection by John Rackley, a Baptist minister in Bath) 

 

                                 He refused to leave.                        He refused security.                       He refused safety. 
                     He knew his place.                          He knew his task.                           He knew his God. 
                     It was his home.                              They were his people.                    They were His people. 
 

Jesuit Father, Frans van der Lugt had lived in Syria for nearly fifty years and refused safe passage out of the city of 
Homs.  A brief cessation of conflict at the beginning of 2014 had meant that there was an opportunity for him to leave 
with the young and wounded, but he refused.  He stayed in his monastery to serve the small number of Christians 
still in the city.  He explained his rejection of evacuation in these terms: ‘I don’t see people as Muslims or Christians. I 
see a human being first and foremost.  I am the shepherd of my flock’. 
 
 

                    We tried our best.                            His flock had scattered.                   The Call had not been withdrawn. 
                    We made it easy.                             They were hardly there.                  There is a greater love. 
                    But he would not come.                   But he would not leave.                   His Lord was the Way. 
 

Father Frans now joins a path chosen by a long line of Christians who have refused to leave. The intransigent 
servant of the will of God is an important figure in the story of Christian devotion.  They remind us that at the heart of 
a Christian calling there is humility and obedience.  They arrive at a moment in their life when to refuse common 
sense is the more important thing to do.  They resist the advice of those who are deemed to know better.  It is the 
time of the emptying of self as did their Lord.They do not court admiration. They do not seek to be an example. They 
carry a cross and live with the consequences. 
 
  

                              He spoke our language.                 . 
                    He lived our way.                             
                    We were one.                                  . 
 

                    He looked deep 
                    He became our flesh 
                    We were made whole. 
 

                    He lived by grace 
                    He died for peace 
                    His blood was shed. 
 

                    Of whom do we speak?                                               
                

                                                                                                         Father Frans van der Lugt    1938-2014 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frans_van_der_Lugt

