
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 
 

Sunday  5 June       
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship 
   Mrs Viv Aitchison 
  Trinity   Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
  St N         Morning Worship Communion 
   Revd Justine Middlemiss 
   Revd Cécile Schnyder (preach) 
  6.30pm    SBC  United Service         
 

 
Sunday 12 June        
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC   Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales  
     Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
                    St N       Morning Worship 
   Jeff Richards 
  6.30pm      SBC       United Service 
 

 
Sunday 19 June     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship 
                      Revd  James Fields 
   St N  Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
   6.30pm     SBC        United Service  
 

 
Sunday 26 June     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship  Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
   St N  Morning Worship  Communion  
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
  6.30pm     St N        United Service 
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
   Revd Richard Sewell (preach) 
   Rector, St Mary’s Church , Barnes 
 

 
 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

June 2016 

Dear friends 
 

Although we three churches hold much in 
common, there are distinctive features of each.  
For instance, Trinity is one of a handful of 
churches in Britain to have signed up to the 
Friendly Places pledge, by which we make a 
commitment to support people’s mental 
wellbeing.  Thinking about this has led me to 
the theme of my pastoral letter: observing the 
Sabbath. 
 

The convention in Christianity has always been 
to transfer everything the Bible teaches about 
Jewish observation of the sabbath (the seventh 
day) to our observation of Sunday (the first day 
of the week).  Each is the Lord’s day; each is a 
day of rest; each is a day set apart from the 
other six days.  The identification has been so 
close that, a little carelessly, Christians 
sometimes speak of Sunday as the Sabbath.  
Tragically, the Protestant Sunday became a 
day of darkness and gloom. When I was a child, 
Sunday was a long day – of chapel three times 
and nothing much else.  
 

I don’t want to return to the old style Protestant 
Sunday, but, for the sake of our own wellbeing 
and for the sake of society’s sanity, I do want to 
recover the merit of a day set apart.  In the 
Bible, Sabbath was never a day for saying ‘No’ 
to life, nor just a day off work.  It was life-
affirming, the completion of all creative activity 
and a celebration of all that is good.  So, it is 
not selfish to take time off;  it is not selfish to set 
time apart for recreation;  it is not selfish to rest.  
As an Orthodox Jewish barrister said to a 
former chaplain of St John’s College Oxford, 
“You have no idea how much better the rest of 
the week is because I cannot look at my briefs 
on Sabbath.”  And I could say, “Neither you nor 
I have any idea how much better my work is 
because I make sure one day each week is free 
of all work.”  All work and no play makes dull 
boys and girls of us all.  Observing sabbaths 
makes us better people. We need sabbaths to 
make us fully human.  I hope you find some 
sabbath space this summer and ever after. 

 

         Revd Dr  David Dickinson  

 for help or information please contact 



Congratulations! 
 

We offer our congratulations to Revd Sarah Sewell 
who, this month, celebrates 25 years since her 
ordination as a Deacon within the Church of 
England. Come and celebrate with her at   
St Nicholas at 6.30pm on Sunday 26 June 
preceded by a cream tea at 4.00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 23 June each of us will be asked to answer the 
question Should the United Kingdom remain a 
member of the European Union or leave the 
European Union? 
 

A series of briefing notes has been produced by the 
Joint Public Issues Team of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain, the Church of Scotland, the 
Methodist Church and the United Reformed 
Church. It covers different topics and includes 
background information, issues for debate, and 
questions, and can be used for conversations with 
groups or for personal reflection. 
 

This resource does not presume to say which way 
people should vote. Rather, it explores the issues 
surrounding a range of aspects of membership of 
the European Union (EU), and offers different 
opinions and perspectives. Christians may not 
agree on how to vote in the referendum, but we can 
each reflect thoughtfully and prayerfully on the 
issues involved.  
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/eu-referendum/
#thinkprayvote 
 

Monday 20 June 8.00pm      Book Club 
  

All the Light We Cannot See  by Anthony Doerr 
won the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for fiction. It is set  in 
both occupied France and Germany during the 2nd 
World War  
  

Come along on 20 June at 8.00pm in Trinity 
Terrace Room to discuss some of the ethical 
issues it raises. How does war change our 
behaviour? Are all human beings capable of both 
good and evil actions?  Some copies are available 
at the back of Trinity for £6.30 – call in after the 
morning service or contact Olwen Stewart if you 
would like one (8643 2525) 
 

Tuesday 28 June    What the Bible says….. 
 

Everyone is invited to the last in the series of What 
the Bible says about…….. led by Dave Dickinson 
in the Terrace Room at Trinity at 8.00pm. These 
sessions combine Bible study with discussion of 
current issues. On Tuesday 28 June -  
we will explore What the Bible says about……. 
poverty. 

News from the 
Churches 

 
 

Sunday Afternoon Outing 5 June 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for a walk around Gatton Park near Reigate. 
  

Gatton Park is a lovingly restored, beautiful, historic 
parkland designed by Lancelot 'Capability' Brown 
with superb views. Explore the Edwardian and 
Japanese gardens, the lake with heronry and the old 
Chapel. Families can enjoy the Wild Things play 
trail. 
  

Meet at the back of Trinity Church after the morning 
service and bring a picnic lunch which Liz Wood has 
kindly invited us to eat in her garden before travelling 
on to Gatton Park. 
  

There is an entry charge of £4 per person for entry 
to the park, free for children. 
  

We will be travelling by car.  Please let Liz 
Wood know if you are coming, and whether you can 
offer, or will need a lift. More information from Liz 
on 01737 833146, or lizwood833@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Sutton and the First World War 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a series of three evening talks on 
Wednesdays at 8.00pm at St Nicholas Church. 
Admission will be free and all are welcome.  
 

22 June From Sutton to the Somme 
                    Andrew Arnold  
 

Andrew looks at some of the men from Sutton and 
the surrounding area who fought in the campaign, 
telling their stories against the backdrop of the battle. 
 

6 July Photographing the Fallen 
                    Jeremy Gordon-Smith  
 

A talk based on a book Jeremy is currently writing 
about the war experience of his great, great uncle 
Ivan Bawtree who was a war graves photographer 
on the Western Front, and lived all his life in Sutton.  
 

20 July The Stones Cry Out 
  Jeff Richards  
 

St Nicholas, like the other churches in Sutton, has a 
rich legacy of reminders of the lives destroyed in the 
four years and four months of fighting. Each of these 
monuments is more than simply engraved names 
and dates.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II


 

Seek and ye shall find                                        Mudlarking in London with Cécile Schnyder! 
 
 

I love London with all its hidden passages, quirky buildings and tangible history. There is nothing more satisfying (I 
think) than taking a stroll through the city and discovering something completely new about a place I walked passed 
so many times before without noticing.  And so it must not surprise you that mudlarking on the river Thames is one 
of my favourite past times.  
 

Originally the mudlark was born amongst the filth and chaos of Victorian London. These poor degraded creatures 
were scavengers, wading through the foul-smelling mud to collect anything they could sell, such as rags, coal and 
rope. Most mudlarks were children and old people - society's most vulnerable and outcast - these days, however, 
mudlarking is a term used by a band of amateur archaeologists, foragers and artists that scour the foreshore of the 
River Thames for signs of history and simple treasures.  
 

Yes, there is surely nothing better than walking below the bridges of London at low tide searching for tiles, coins, 
jewellery or clay pipes. Each step is full of history and it does not take long.  Simply choose the right spot and it is 
amazing what you can find right under your feet! 
 

All of my finds are made by eye only, without digging and disturbing the foreshore in any way. There is no need to 
dig or to use a metal detector, a keen eye and some patience will usually throw up some fascinating finds.  

 

      Seek and ye shall find…. Ye shall find history, ye shall find connections to the past,  
ye shall find and discover, learn and marvel, see and appreciate.  

 
 

Here are some finds after a 15 minutes search 
just below London Bridge on the North side of 

the river: 
 

17th century slip ware, very worn 14th century 
Penn tile, Roman Nene Valley ware, Roman 
blackware, Roman mortarium, three pipkin legs 
c.16th/17th century, German stoneware jug base 
and shard c. 16th century, 19th century blue and 
white, a piece of green glaze border ware c. 15th 

century and a clay pipe c.17
th
 century. 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the July/August 
issue is 15 June. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

Celebrating the Ministry of Lay People        by Jeff Richards 
 

Last month in May we celebrated, along with all Christians in Sutton, the feasts of 
Ascension Day and Pentecost.  150 years ago on Ascension Thursday in 1866, the 
order of Readers was re-inaugurated within the Church of England.  Historically, a 
Reader or Lector was one of the minor orders of the church that were discontinued 
during the reformation of the Anglican Church.  
 

Yet over time, it became clear that there needed to be a way of extending the 
effectiveness of the traditional parish system to new pioneering work on the 
boundaries between the church and a rapidly changing world.  The Victorian church 
created the modern Reader as a distinct office from the old medieval minor 
order.  Readers today are licensed lay ministers authorised by their Bishop to lead 
non-sacramental worship, to assist in the leadership of eucharistic worship and to 
preach.   
 

Readers take part in the Church’s work in building discipleship, a work in which both young and old are called and 
like other lay ministers they very often have to balance full-time employment with their ministry.  As we celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of this reinvented ministry we can rejoice that there is no special status in the Kingdom for 
those in 'top jobs' or 'important responsibilities'.  This anniversary allows us to pause and thank God for the service 
of all those men and women called to lay ministry, especially with those on the edge.   
 

Let us pray therefore for the development of vocations within the whole Church of Christ. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may 

serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name,  
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.    Amen. 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
 
Monday   13 June 3.00pm 
Monday   20 June 6.30pm  
Monday   11 July          3.00pm 
Monday   18 July          6.30pm 
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall. All are welcome. 
For further information contact: 
Janet Little  8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets fortnightly on a 
Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to enjoy 
a variety of activities including coffee, films and 
outings. It is open to women of any age. For 
further details of the programme contact: Carole 
Adams 07711879645 or see: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514 
 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school. A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver: 01883 346261. 
 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm every 
Monday in Trinity Hall. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed! Contact: 
Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and      
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

I love this hymn because…….. 
 

by  Mary Meldrum 
 

This is hard.  My mind swoops around those 
soaring similes and magnificent metaphors of 
some of our best-known and well-loved hymns, 
jubilant, uplifting, gently spiritual and socially 
challenging.   
 

And yet.  I keep on coming 
back to a simple hymn, child-
like in its simplicity (and 
indeed Mrs Alexander did 
write it as one of a series for 
children, to teach them the 
essentials of our Christian 
faith).   
 

I can see my 5-year old self standing at 
Grandpa’s piano, singing it.  It brings back so 
many memories of accompanying him to his 
non-conformist church, (my parents were not 
church attenders and professed no religious 
faith), trying to work out the meaning of the 
hymns (wondering why the green hill was 
without walls...) listening earnestly to lengthy 
sermons I could not understand but enjoyed 
because I was allowed to accompany Grandpa 
to grown-up church, and picking out the notes 
of William Horsley’s tune on Grandpa’s grand 
piano. 
 

“There is a green hill” may be inaccurate 
(Golgotha was much more like a rubbish dump 
than a pretty park) and its words not 
linguistically or intellectually challenging, but it 
does tell us that Jesus, “our dear Lord”, “died to 
save us all”, “that we might be forgiven” and 
that He loved and loves us.  Enough to start a 
child on a wonderful journey of discovery, 
encouraged by loving, albeit not Christian 
parents, and by loving and deeply Christian 
grandparents on both sides of my family. 
 

Grandparents: take note! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander also wrote Once 

in Royal David’s City and All things Bright and 

Beautiful and was one of many Victorian 

women hymn writers. 


