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Programme 
 
Stephen is Organist and Director of Music at Trinity Church Sutton (URC/Methodist) where this recital was recorded and it 
is Stephen’s personal contribution to Christian Aid Week 2020. He is playing the three manual pipe organ installed in 1922 
by Messrs. Harrison and Harrison.  The organ was rebuilt in 1993, extending the specification to include an enclosed 
“floating” solo department and has been subsequently remodelled to meet current requirements. 
 

We thank those who have requested and sponsored each piece on the programme and hope that many more people will 
send a donation to Stephen, for Christian Aid, in appreciation of his recital. Details of how to do this can be found on the 
website: www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk/recital 

 

Introduction by Deborah Wroe, on behalf of Colin Howard, Christian Aid Organiser for Sutton and Cheam 

❖ Toccata and Fugue in D Minor (BWV 565)      J S Bach 
 

This most popular organ piece has undergone many transformations and transcriptions throughout the  

20th Century.  Used in such films as ‘Phantom of the Opera’, Fantasia, and more recently ‘The Aviator’, it has inspired 

contemporary composers who are drawn to its dramatic potential. 

Malcolm Booth sponsored this piece as he enjoys it himself and felt it would be a popular choice with many people. 

❖ The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba      G F Handel 

This lively and jubilant overture heralds the arrival of the Queen of Sheba at Solomon’s court, at the start of Act 3 of 

Handel’s oratorio ‘Solomon’, premiered in London in 1749.  
 

Forty years ago in December Jane and Adrian Oliver were married at Trinity Church and Jane  walked down the aisle to 

this music, on the arm of her father. 

❖ Minuet from Berenice      G F Handel 

This Minuet forms the slow section of the Overture from Handel's opera "Berenice", first performed in Covent Garden, 

London in 1737. Despite the opera being unsuccessful at the time, the minuet achieved its own popularity and has remained 

a popular request at weddings to this day. 

John and Deborah Wroe were married at St Nicholas Church, Sutton, forty years ago in December and this music was 

included in the service. The address was given by the Minister of Trinity and a reading by the Minister of Sutton Baptist 

Church – a truly ecumenical occasion with all three churches in central Sutton involved. 

❖ Tuba Tune      C S Lang 

This lively and rumbustious piece, by Craig Sellar (C S) Lang, provides a perfect showcase for the Tromba stop on the 

Trinity organ. It has overtones of a Handelian overture at the start, but the harmonies become more 19 th century in flavour 

in the central part of the piece. 

Richard Cornwell chose the Tuba Tune and feels that it is particularly well suited to the organ at Trinity.  

http://www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk/


❖ “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations      Edward Elgar 

Nimrod forms the emotional heart of this set of variations and is allegedly inspired by long conversations about the music 

of Beethoven which Elgar had with his music publisher at Novello’s, Augustus Jaeger.  Nimrod is described as ‘A Mighty 

Hunter’ in the Old Testament and the German for hunter is ‘jaeger’. It is now often played at solemn occasions, such as the 

Remembrance service at the Cenotaph. 

Carolyn Gooch asked for Nimrod so that she could listen peacefully to the very end of the piece - Stephen often plays it 

before the Remembrance Sunday Parade Service when she is sometimes distracted by preparations for the service. 

❖ Toccata on “Aberystwyth”      David Bednall 

David Bednall is a rising star of the younger generation of British organ and choral composers and he bathes the Welsh 

hymn tune (composed by Joseph Parry) in a rich harmonic setting, reminiscent of the great French Romantic tradition.  

Watch out for the tune played with double pedalling towards the end of the piece! 

Working in his study at Trinity, Revd Dr David Dickinson heard Stephen practising this piece. He was looking forward to 

hearing it as part of a service at Trinity but we might have to wait a little time for that to happen. Thank you, Dave for 

sponsoring Stephen to play it this evening.  

❖ Minuet from the Music for the Royal Fireworks      G F Handel 

Handel composed the Music for the Royal Fireworks in 1749, as a musical accompaniment to a firework display in London’s 

Green Park.  The stately and regal Minuet must have lent the royal occasion considerable pomp and flair. 

In July, Olwen Edwards and Robert Stewart celebrate their Golden Wedding and this was their recessional music at the 

Borough Welsh Congregational Chapel in Southwark. 

❖ Sortie in E flat      Lefébure-Wély  

Louis-James-Alfred Lefébure-Wély (born in 1817) was a French organist and composer. He played a major role in the 

development of the French symphonic organ style and had positions in some of the more illustrious Parisian churches, such 

as La Madeleine and St. Sulplice.  He is now mostly known for his two ‘Sorties’, in E flat and B flat!  

Susan Waton says, ”This ‘Sortie’ actually made me laugh the first time I heard it in a concert hall. Its almost comic melody 

and fairground-organ style still amuses me, and I hope it will bring a smile to the face of anyone listening.” 

❖ Jesu, joy of man’s desiring      J S Bach 

This gentle chorale forms part of an extended Cantata BWV. 144 “Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben” ("Heart and Mouth 

and Deed and Life").  It was made popular by the pianist Myra Hess, who used to end her recitals with her own arrangement 

of this piece. It transfers particularly well to the organ, with the solo chorale played on a solo diapason in the tenor range. 

Charlotte Atkinson requested this as it was one of her father’s favourite pieces and was played at his funeral. Charlotte 

remembers him playing it on the piano when she was a child and it has always been a special piece for her. 

❖ Toccata from Symphony No. 5      C-M Widor 

Widor was organist at the Parisian church of Saint-Sulpice for 63 years, only retiring from the position in his 93rd year! There 

is a recording of the great man playing his famous Toccata on YouTube, and although there are quite a few technical 

mishaps along the way, there is no question of his powerfully authoritative playing and charisma at the console. 

Stephen played the Widor Toccata at the wedding of David MacLaren and Rachel Grimshaw. It was the most popular 

request for this recital but David was the first to ask for it! Jane Elvin, Malcolm and Sheila Booth and Jennifer Haylett will 

also be happy to hear it. 

   Concluding thanks by Olwen Edwards    

 

Christian Aid exists to create a world where    

 everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. 
 


