
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

Sunday  6 November  
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship  
   Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
  St N         Holy Communion and Baptism  
   Revd  Cécile Schnyder 
   Jeff Richards (preach) 
  6.30pm    Trinity  United Service         
 

Sunday 13 November Remembrance  Sunday 
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion   (BCP singing) 
10.30am   SBC   Morning  Worship  Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Parade Service 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
   St N        All Age Eucharist 
   Revd  Cécile Schnyder 
  6.30pm     Trinity     The Armed Man    
         A Mass for Peace  by Karl Jenkins                                   
       Trinity Festival Choir 
 

Sunday 20 November     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Brigade Enrolment Service 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship 
                      Revd Dr David Dickinson 
   John Dawson 
   St N  Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd  Cécile Schnyder 
   6.30pm     Trinity      United CUCS Service  with 
                  Sutton Methodist Circuit  
   Revd Dr Philip Richter 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 

Sunday 27 November  Advent Sunday 
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP singing) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship  Communion 
   Sally Fox 
   Trinity    Morning Worship  
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
          St Barnabas  Sutton Team Ministry    
   Morning Worship  Communion  
   Revd Justine Middlemiss 
   Revd Philip Brooks 
  6.30pm     Trinity     United Service for Advent 
    
 
  

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

November 2016 

Dear friends 
 

On Remembrance Sunday many of us will sing 
Isaac Watts’ great hymn Our God, our help in ages 
past.  For many of us, the words of Watts’ 
paraphrase of Psalm 90 are as much as part of the 
Act of Remembrance as the words of Robert Binyon, 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we 
will remember them. 
 

Watts is often called the ‘Father of English 
hymnody’.  His desire to write hymns was born 
largely out of his dissatisfaction with the 
congregational singing of his time.  The metrical 
psalms most people sang were, in his view, 
ponderous and uninspiring.   So he set to work and 
eventually published an important hymnal called The 
Psalms of David in the Language of the New 
Testament. Our God, our help was one of the hymns 
included.  It gained further popularity when John 
Wesley added it to his own hymnal (incidentally 
changing the first line to O God, our help because 
he thought it more inclusive) 
 
And so it has come down to us, a great and powerful 
commentary on how God stands above and rules 
over human notions of time.  No wonder it is used on 
Remembrance Day. 
 

However, the theme is a powerful one for any time 
when storms rage: the kind of storm that makes us 
wonder how we’ll ever survive; the kind of storm we 
feel each time we hear of another terrorist atrocity, 
or fear yet more economic melt-down, or despair 
that our prayers for peace will never be answered.  
As Watts puts it, God is our shelter from the stormy 
blast and no matter what the world may fling at us, 
God is with us in the midst of the storm.   
 

As one writer puts it, God doesn’t change.  He 
guided the Israelites safely to the Promised Land.  
He raised Jesus from the dead.  And when we look 
at our own past, we’ll always notice the same thing: 
God was there to see us through the storms.  
Knowing that, we can live with hope that he’ll protect 
us in the present too.’ 
 

Our God, our help is surely one of the great hymns 
on the littleness of human beings and the timeless 
greatness of the God who has been our help in the 
past and our hope for the future. 
 

Your friend 

Mike        Revd Mike Dales 

 for help or information please contact 



News from the 
Churches 

Job Opportunity! 
 

Trinity will be appointing a new residential Church 
Caretaker when Colin Edwards retires after 23 
years in February 2017 
 

The caretaker will maintain the premises to the 
required standard and in particular:- 
 

- set up rooms for users and restore rooms after use 
- unlock and lock the premises as required 
- undertake cleaning and grounds maintenance 
- perform minor repairs and maintenance tasks and 
- use a booking system, phone and email to manage    
  room bookings. 
 

Full details, Job Description, Person Specification 
and the Application Form can be found on Trinity’s 
website:       www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 
 

or contact Revd Dr David Dickinson: 020 8643 6884 
email: todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

 

The closing date for  
applications is midday on  
Monday 21 November 
 

Sunday Afternoon Outing  6 November 
 

Croydon Airport Museum 
 

Join us for a picnic lunch and a visit to the Croydon 
Airport Museum. 
 

We will meet at the back of Trinity Church following 
morning service, and have our picnic together in 
a hall at Trinity before going to Croydon. We will 
travel by car, so if you need a lift, or can offer a lift, 
please let John and Deborah Wroe know.  
 

For more information contact John and Deborah 
Wroe: 020 8642 9064, or email mailto:John Wroe 

In Memoriam      Lesley Pynor 
 

It is with sadness that St Nicholas Church  
announces the death of Lesley Pynor on 
Wednesday 21 September. Lesley was the  Parish 
Administrator for a number of years and  also one of 
the lay representatives from St Nicholas on an inter-
church committee known as the Four Churches 
Council, which was much involved in setting in place 

the current ecumenical partnership.  

A Truly United Service! 

To call evening worship 
on Sunday 20th 
November at Trinity 
"united" is no 
exaggeration. CUCS, 
the Sutton Methodist 
Circuit and singers 
from churches in 

Sutton Team Ministry 
will come together for a 
special service to 
commission John Dawson of Trinity Church as a 
fully accredited local preacher. This marks the 
completion of John's training - at least two years of 
study, practical experience and examination.  
 

Trinity Festival Choir will sing a joyful, vibrant 
anthem, Vaughan Williams’ setting of George 
Herbert's words Let all the world in every corner 

sing, the preacher will be the Revd Dr Philip Richter, 
one of the national officers responsible for designing 
a new preacher training course, and the 
Superintendent Minister will preside at Holy 
Communion.  
Why not come and celebrate with John?  

Trinity Advent Lecture     29 November  
 

The third Advent Lecture will take place at Trinity on 
Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm 
 

Our speaker, Professor Jean Seaton is official 
historian to the BBC and Professor of Media History 
at the University of Westminster.  She says: 
 

…the BBC now represents and talks into a nation of 
many faiths and none. How does it represent faiths 
to each other when faith is politicised? How should it 
deal with moral issues? 
 

 

The lecture and discussion will be illustrated by 
extracts from radio  and television programmes such 
as Simon Schama’s The History of the Jews, Good 
Friday on Radio 3, Thought for the Day and The 
Story of Islam.   
 

Tickets at £5. are available on the Trinity website: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

and from the following people:  
 

Sutton Baptist Church:  Carolyn Graham 
St Nicholas:    Alistair Cruikshank 
Trinity:    David Jones 
 

The Oasis café will be open from 6.00pm selling 
light suppers such as soup and a roll and jacket 
potatoes with fillings. 

http://www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk


 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 

 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
 

Monday   14 November      3.00pm 
Monday   21 November      6.30pm 
Monday   12 December      3.00pm and 6.30pm 
 
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting      (Ist and 3rd Saturdays) 
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall. All are welcome. 
Contact:     Janet Little  8715 6843   

Women in Touch (WIT) meets fortnightly on 
a Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to 
enjoy a variety of activities including coffee, 
films and outings. It is open to women of any 
age. For further details of the programme 
contact: Carole Adams 07711879645 or see: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514 
 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school. A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver: 01883 346261. 
 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm every 
Monday in Trinity Hall. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed!  
Contact: Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   

CUCS is Sutton Baptist Church, St Nicholas 
and Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who regularly 

meet together for prayer, worship and 
shared activities.                                                     

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

 

Devotions 
 

A Prayer for 
Remembrance Sunday 

 
For those who were killed in 
battle, 
 

For those who gave up their 
lives to save others,  
 

For those who fought because they were 
forced to,  
 

For those who died standing up for a just 
cause, 
 

For those who said war was wrong,  
 

For those who tried to make the peace,  
 

For those who prayed when others had no 
time to pray, 
 

For those creatures who needlessly die,  

 

For those trees that needlessly are 
slaughtered, 
 

For all of mankind, let us quietly pray:  
 

May your God hold them in peace, 
 

May Love flow over the Earth and cleanse us 
all, 
 

This day and for always.  
 
Marianne Griffin  



 

The Deluge      Winifred Knights (1920)               reviewed by Dave Dickinson 
 

Imagine you have eight weeks to complete a 6 feet 
by 5 feet painting in oil or tempura with the title ‘The 
Deluge.’ That was the challenge facing a young 
artist, born in Streatham in 1899, called Winifred 
Knights, when she entered a competition for a 
scholarship in Rome. She was hampered by illness 
which reduced the time she could paint to six weeks.  
Her art studies had also been interrupted by trauma 
she experienced in the war, yet she produced a 
masterpiece and painted what became her best 
known work.  She was only 21.    
 

Winifred produced only a few notable works in her 
entire life and, though an unbeliever, most of them 
have biblical themes. The two best-known are ‘The 
Wedding at Cana’ and this, ‘The Deluge.’ All her 
work was recently brought together in a now-ended 
exhibition at Dulwich Picture Gallery. 
 

Reflecting on this picture in Remembrance month is a good thing to do. The picture alludes to both the 
people in the time of Noah and the people of Winifred’s time who had just fought a destructive and 
inconclusive war. First World War connotations in the picture include the people scrambling from a trench 
and the vaguely militaristic colours – sombre beiges, greys and khakis with an occasional dash of poppy 
red. Two further features add a note of desperation: a priest (to the right in a cassock and with arms 
raised) leads the people blindly and the ark has already sailed. Is Winifred indicating the helplessness of 
the Church in the face of human folly such as the war? And is she suggesting that it’s all too late because 
the chance of rescue is past?  
 

As I look on this picture, I find myself asking of our own times a question I invite you to reflect on as we 

observe Remembrance Sunday, “How do we escape the bind and the repercussions of human folly?” 

From whence does our help come? 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the December/
January issue is 16 November. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

by Cécile Schnyder 
 

All through my growing up years as I would run out of the door of our 
home, my grandmother would yell the phrase Remember who you 
are and that I love you. I would guess I have heard that phrase 
literally thousands of times as a child. Most days she said it I would 
roll my eyes like a typical embarrassed teenager, but now that I am 
an adult I have truly come to appreciate the import of that one little 
phrase, Remember who you are and that I love you.  
Remember … do not forget … hold on… know … 

 

My grandmother asked me to hold on to the fact that I was loved, I was loved when play in the 
playground got fraught, when adults won their games, when I perceived the world as unfair and chaotic. 
She would tell me to hold on to the knowledge that I was not alone and that I was part of a group of 
people who cared but she also told me that this comes with responsibility to behave myself. The wrath of 
my grandma was fierce but very short and always fair.  
 

My grandmother died six years ago and I still miss her. She was not a woman who made a great fuss, 
she was pragmatic, outspoken, faithful and dependable. She was great! And without naming it as such 
she taught me about God: Her words spoke about a God who claimed me – remember who you are. And 
about a God who has given his life for me and others – remember that you are loved. 
 

As I prepare myself for Remembrance Day I pray that as a nation and individually  we may never forget 
who we are and may we discover that we are loved by God, the Prince of Peace.  
May we remember… 
 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for 
I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. (Is 43:1) 


