
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday  3 May 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship   
  Richard Smith 
 St N         Morning Worship     Communion 
                 Revd Beverly Fraser 
  6.30pm   St N   United Service          
 

Sunday 10 May  Christian Aid Week 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   St N Morning Worship        Baptism 

10.30am SBC         United Morning Worship  
  Revd Mike Dales 
  6.30pm St N         United Service 
 

Sunday 17 May 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
                                 Denis McLean 
  Spurgeon’s College 
 Trinity  Morning Worship             
  Revd Dr David Dickinson               
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm  St N    United Service 
 

Sunday 24 May  Pentecost 
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship   Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    

    Revd Dr David Dickinson 
        St N    Team Service 
      Revd Mark Pullinger’s last  
                                  morning service in Sutton  
  6.30pm St N  United Service 
 

Sunday 31 May  Trinity Sunday 
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship        
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    

              Revd Roger Ducker 
        St N    Team Service and licensing  
                                  of  Revd Beverly Fraser as  
                                  Assistant Priest at St Barnabas 
                                  Archdeacon Revd Chris Skilton 
  6.30pm St N  United Service  
  

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

May 2015 

Dear friends, 
 

                                 Tango 
 

 Mostly in the land of rising sun 
 Both language and word are one 
 But here it’s tan ‘simple’ or ‘single’,’ 
 ‘one unit’ of expression  –go. 
 

 And ‘speak’ and ‘word’ mingle: 
 Go from Chinese yu for speech, 
 Cognate with ‘praise’, spreads to reach 
 Burmese as either ‘to say’ or ‘bird’. 
 

 What leaps of meaning occurred? 
 A word breaks its sound barrier 
          In flight.  A soul’s pigeon carrier  
 Taking wing from the word go. 
 
I love this playful poem  ‘Tango’ about words by the 
poet Michael O’Siadhail from his ‘Tongues’ 
collection. 
 

I am leaving (or am I going from?) Sutton in a few 
weeks. And wonder what will unfold in the dance 
that is life to come over the hills and not so far 
away? An adventure yet to be. 
 

And there  have been changes of rhythm as some 
have gone and others have come, a tap on the 
shoulder of our life, but the dance ever moves on, 
ever evolves in the rich life we share in the risen 
Christ. 
 

And yet it doesn’t seem over 8 years ago that earlier 
strains of melody carried me here in its purposed joy 
to enter the exciting jazz of the developing Sutton 
Team, and the richer harmonies of our ecumenical 
partnership.  And now at this new cadence, both an 
ending and new point of departure, suspended 
between Easter and Pentecost, held both in 
resurrection and exuberance, it is a wonderfully 
given moment to say thank you for these shared 
years within and across the Sutton churches – for 
the shared (and often fun-played-with) words,  many 
of which have taken flight together in fun and 
friendship, in creativity and prayer, through music 
and laughter, and in praise and wonder.  
 

Thank you again – it has been a treasured time of 
great blessing, that will help  me not leave, but take 
‘wing from the word go’,   as I hold you all in my 
thankful prayers through our God who faithfully 
holds us all in the onward and greater dancing 
surprises of his Spirit.  
 

Blessings in the Risen Christ 

Mark      Revd Mark Pullinger 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month.  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
Both groups will  meet on the same day in May 
Monday    18 May        3.00pm 
Monday    18  May:      6.30pm  
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship has joined with 
St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union and meetings 
take place twice a month on Wednesdays at  
2.30pm in alternate venues: 
Ist Wednesday:  Trinity Minor Hall 
3rd Wednesday: St Nicholas Community Hall 
For further information contact: 
Sylvia Robinson (Trinity)          8642 1391. 
Janet Little  (St Nicholas)         8715 6843   
(The first meeting in May will be on 13 May 
not 6 May) 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645.. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
ContactJane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Chuch is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

Devotions 
 

My daughter Loko  
I hear your cry as you trudge up the mountain.  

I feel the thorns pierce your shoes as the nails 
pierced my hands and feet.  

The clouds that bring you no rain brought me 
no shelter from the noonday sun.  

And the blows he rains down on you feel heavy 
on my head.  

I hear your cry.     I share your cry.  

I will answer your cry.  

And on that day you will lead your cow into the 
village.  
 

On that day you will be seen.  
On that day your name will be known.  

And your daughters shall have milk to drink and 
your sons shall have butter to eat and on good 
days, there may even be enough to sell and 
your children will grow up smiling and your 
sons will work with pride and your daughters 
will hold their heads up high.  
 
My daughter Loko I hear your cry as you trudge 
up the mountain.  
 
My daughter Loko let my sons and daughters 
everywhere also hear your cry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loko dreads collecting firewood, but has no 
choice. To earn enough money to feed her 
children one small meal a day, she needs wood 
to sell.  

In the Borena community, girls are expected to 
fetch and carry wood and water to provide for 
their family. Denied a good education and the 
respect of their community, women are trapped 
in a life of poverty. 

This Christian Aid Week, please support 
women like Loko . 

  



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

Sutton Talking Newspaper  
 

STN is a charity providing weekly local news and 
magazines on memory sticks and CDs for people 
with visual impairment. It operates once a week, on a 
Thursday afternoon and evening, from a new studio 
behind the Charles Cryer Theatre in Carshalton 
village.  
 

Several volunteers have recently retired and we are 
keen to replace them as soon as possible. We work 
on a rota, so you’ll only need to come in say once a 
month on a Thursday afternoon or early evening. 
The studio is located on the first floor, with free 
parking outside and close by 
 

We’re particularly in need of male readers at the 
moment, to read out articles from the local Guardian, 
so if you have a good reading voice we’d love to 
hear from you. 
 

For more information please contact: 
Jill Nicol:  020 3759 6679  or 
email: secretary@suttontn.org.uk 

 
How you   
can help 

  

 
 
 

 
There are lots of ways you could help - some are 
easier than others!  But we hope you will find you 
can support Christian Aid in at least one of the 
following ways:- 
 

As a house-to-house collector 
  

This is the most valuable way you can help.  If you 
might be able to do this please ask for more 
information and we can make sure you collect with 
someone who has done it before! 
 
 

Helping at our Mile of Money event on Saturday 
16 May 
  

Give just an hour of your time to help at this event - 
need several volunteers for each 1 hour rota slot 
from 10am to 4pm.   
 

Provide plants for the plant stall 
  

Pot up your surplus seedlings and 
donate them for us to sell on 16 May. 
 

Donate quality 2nd hand books 
  

Free up some space on your 
bookshelves and donate books for us 
to sell on 16 May - quality and easily 
sellable books only please! 
  
 

Bake a cake 
 

Provide a cake for sale or to use 
in the refreshments on 16 May. 
 

Donate 
 

Give money to Christian Aid and 
if possible Gift Aid it.  Envelopes 
will be available in all our 
churches. 
  

 

Come along on Saturday 16 May 
  

Why not come along with friends or family to the Mile 
of Money event in St Nicholas Churchyard?    

 

 

Farewell to Mark! 
 

Revd Mark Pullinger has been Team Vicar  in the 
Sutton Team Ministry since  March 2007  and now it 
is time to say “farewell” as he moves on to become 
Team Rector of Merstham and Gatton.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark has been an invaluable member of the CUCS 
team, leading inspiring worship and offering his 
prodigious musical talent as organist, pianist and 
composer. He played an important part in our 
CUCS  musical Just as I am for which he wrote 
some memorable songs and that is when those of 
us outside the Sutton Team Ministry began to get to 
know him and to value working with him. 
 

Mike Dales describes Mark as  
“a true ecumenical spirit: he really and truly would 
do everything together if he could”  
and will miss working with him on joint services at 
Christmas and during Holy Week. Mike speaks for 
us all when he says 
“I will really miss Mark and it is hard to imagine 
some of our services and activities without him.” 
 

Mark’s final services are on 24 May and everyone is 
invited to a bring and share lunch at Saint Nicholas' 
Community Hall after the 10.30 services. 
 

24 May Sunday afternoon outing 
     

Join us for a a picnic on Wimbledon Common, 
followed by the options of visiting the Wimbledon 
Windmill Museum (free entry) or having a 3 mile 
walk around the Common. Meet in the coffee area 
at the back of Trinity after morning worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you need, or can offer a lift please contact: 
John and Deborah Wroe on 8642 9064 
or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


 

Life of Pi     the 2012 film is reviewed by Mike Dales 
 

Life of Pi is a visual masterpiece.  It was nominated for no less than eleven Oscars, winning four of them, 
including the award for Best Director to Ang Lee.  The film is based on a novel of the same name by  Yann 
Martel which was widely regarded as ‘unfilmable’ – if you see it you will understand why, and the 
magnitude of Ang Lee’s achievement in translating it to the screen.   
 

The story concerns a young man, Pi Patel, who grows up in his family’s zoo in Pondicherry in India.  Pi has 
a somewhat pick-and-mix approach to religion and takes up Hinduism, Christianity and Islam with 
enthusiasm, and all at the same time.  Pi is a Hindu who thanks the Lord Vishnu for introducing him to 
Christ even while rolling out his prayer mat to honour Allah.  This behaviour baffles his father who is not at 
all religious. 

 

When Pi is 16, the family decides to emigrate to Canada, 
together with all the animals in the zoo.  But the ship 
carrying them is sunk in the middle of the ocean, leaving 
Pi stranded in a lifeboat with a fearsome tiger with the 
most un-tigery name of ‘Richard Parker’.  The pair drift for 
227 days, gradually learning how to co-exist with one 
another, although for much of that time Richard Parker is 
alone on the lifeboat, with Pi drifting on a raft he ties 
alongside. 
 
 

Having said all that, this is a film to experience, not to 
describe.  It truly is beautiful to look at: a sea like a mirror 

reflecting golden clouds, a swarm of flying fish, luminous jellyfish setting the night-time sea aglow, a 
breaching whale glowing with bioluminescence as it leaps out of the water.   
 

In the end, the film is man versus nature with a quizzically philosophical spin that you would have to see 
the film to appreciate.  This transcendent fable makes a bold and wondrous movie. 
 

Life of Pi is available from the usual outlets.  However, most supermarkets at the moment tend to have it in 
their bargain sections - £5 or so.   

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the June issue is 
20 May. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proverbs are usually plain in meaning.  Even when they are couched in figurative language, their meaning 
is clear.  Let sleeping dogs lie is as plain and as wise as Look before you leap. There is a noteworthy and, 
at least for me, worrying exception.  On many occasions I have heard the maxim, Charity begins at home, 
trotted out as an excuse for not making a charitable donation.  I have also heard it used as an argument 
for supporting home-based charities before overseas causes.    
 

Ignore all suggestions that charity begins at home limits the scope of our charity giving.  It means the 
opposite.  Let me explain how.  In the King James Bible, St Paul’s hymn to love in 1 Corinthians 13 uses 
the word ‘charity’ wherever we now use the word ‘love.’  This is precisely the way charity is used in the 
proverb.  It means love begins at home. The sense of the saying is this: if you show love at home and use 
love as your guiding principle within your home and family, your love will spread out and extend beyond 
your home.  In other words, charity begins at home but never ends there.  
 

I am proud that I live in a nation that is one of only five countries that meets or exceeds the UN guidelines 
for overseas aid and, during the General Election campaign, I feel a need to state that I would be ashamed 
if we ever reduced this.  That’s because I believe that generosity is a Christian virtue. 
 

Within the family of churches we know as CUCS, we are currently reviewing our togetherness, of which 
support for Christian Aid has always been part.  The glue that holds CUCS’s togetherness is worship of 
God and my prayer is that our worship will always lift our eyes beyond ourselves, both to God and to 
others.     
       

Dave Dickinson  


