
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

 

Sunday  5 April Easter Day 

 
  5.50am   St N         Celebrate Easter at sunrise 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Easter Celebration Communion  
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Family Communion 
                 Revd Beverly Fraser 
  Jeff Richards (assist) 
  6.30pm    No evening service          
 

Sunday 12 April 
 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC        Church Weekend Away  
  no service at SBC 
 Trinity     Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm SBC         United Service 
The theme for united evening services at Sutton 
Baptist Church  in April is Brothers. 

 

Sunday 19 April 
 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Morning Worship             
  Revd Dr David Dickinson               
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
  Jeff Richards (assist) 
  6.30pm  SBC    United Service 

 

Sunday 26 April 
 
  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    

    Revd Dr David Dickinson 
        St N    Holy Communion 
                                  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  6.30pm SBC  United Service 
 

  

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

April 2015 

 

Dear friends 
 

Welcome to this special edition of Unite!, the 
magazine of Churches Uniting in Central Sutton. 
 

It’s been a busy time for us as we continue our 
exploration of what it means to be churches uniting. 
Not Churches resting in what’s been achieved so far 
or happy to rest in an established pattern of 
activities, but communities of Christians seeking to 
grow closer to each other and invite others to come 
to know the love of God. 
 

We’d like to thank those people from all of our 
churches who have already given their time to 
explore options and issues and we’d like to invite 
everyone from all of our churches to get further 
involved in the discussion. 
 

What would it be to you to see Trinity, Sutton Baptist 
Church and St Nicholas uniting spiritually and for 
mission, if not physically? What are the things we 
need to do, the questions we need to ask? Perhaps 
even more importantly, is there anything we need to 
give up or move away from – things that close the 
doors of our churches to those seeking Christ rather 
than opening them? Are there areas we need to 
work on –perhaps getting to know each other better, 
doing more small group learning across the 
churches or similar that would strengthen our unity 
in Christ.  
 

In the centre of this edition you will find the ideas 
and thoughts captured at a recent meeting of 
representatives of all the churches. You might think 
that it captures all the main points, or you might think 
that we’ve missed something really important, 
something that you believe is crucial to the 
continuing life and growth of CUCS. In either case, 
please let your ministers, deacons or members of 
your PCC know.  
 

As we approach Holy Week, we remember the 
gathering of Jesus and his disciples around bread 
and wine. We remember his prayer for them in John 
17 that they might be one as Jesus and the Father 
are one. As we struggle and strive to be Christ’s 
body here on earth, let us pray that in our witness, 
our service and our joy we may grow continually into 

the unity that is the will of God so that we might 
be a blessing to God’s world. 
 

Justine   

 
Revd Justine Middlemiss 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

Holy Week 
 
29 March       Trinity 6.30pm  Palm Sunday 
                       St Luke’s Passion   J S Bach 
      Trinity Festival Choir 
 2 April            SBC 8.00pm   Maundy Thursday  
                         Service of Meditation and Prayer                  
 3 April            9.45am          Good Friday 
                         Good Friday Walk of Witness 
      (beginning at Asda) 
                       followed by a time of Meditation.            
      at St Nicholas Church. 
 

 5 April         5.50am         Easter Sunday 
                         St Nicholas Churchyard 
  All are invited to celebrate Easter  at dawn. 

Joining Together! 
 

In this edition of Unite! which focusses on 
moving closer together within CUCS, it is good 
to bring news that St Nicholas’ Wednesday 
afternoon Mothers’ Union and Trinity’s 
Women’s Fellowship have joined together!  
 

In future they will meet on the first Wednesday 
of the month  at 2.30pm in the Rumpus Room 
at St Nicholas Church Hall and in the Minor 
Hall at Trinity on the third Wednesday of the 
month. They would be delighted to welcome 
new members on April 1st and April 15th  and 
we note that the Mothers’ Union is no longer 
gender specific so everyone is invited! 
 

For more information contact: 
Janet Little              8715 6843 
Sylvia Robinson      8642 7108 
 

 
Book Discussions 
 

Both  book discussions are at 2.00pm in the 
Oasis at Trinity. Some people will come early to 
have lunch together. 
 

Wednesday 1 April      Change of Climate  
                                       by Hilary Mantel 
Tuesday 21 April          Lent is for Loving  
                                       by Sheila Cassidy  

Sunday Outings       26 April 
 

Join us for a visit to the Ragged School 
Museum and a canal-side walk.  See a part of 
London those of us from South London rarely 
visit and experience the terror of a Victorian 
classroom!  The Ragged School Museum is a 
small museum housed in a group of three 
canalside buildings which once formed the 
largest “ragged” or free school in London. The 
museum was opened in 1990 in the premises of 
the former Dr Barnardo's Copperfield Road 
Ragged School. 
 

Subject to the weather, we will walk some 2 
miles along the canals to the Ragged School 
Museum, enjoy the museum (admission is free)
and a cup of tea, then walk another mile along 
canals to the underground station to come 
home. 
 

Meet at the back of Trinity Church, in the coffee 
area, at 12.15pm after morning service and 
bring a picnic lunch to eat on the train.  You will 
need an Oystercard, Freedom Pass or similar 
as we are likely to use a mixture of train and 
tube travel. For more information contact: 
John and Deborah Wroe 8642 9064, or email  
john.p.wroe@btinternet.com 
 

Looking ahead:       24 May   
 

We look forward to meeting for a picnic 
on Wimbledon Common, followed by the 
options of visiting the Wimbledon Windmill 
Museum (free entry) or having a 3 mile walk 
around the Common.  
 

Sutton Baptist Church 
 

The SBC website can now be found at: 
www.suttonbaptist.org.uk 

In Memoriam 
 

Frank Hambrook 
 

Frank Hambrook, who died aged 90 on 22 
February, was a long-standing member of 
Trinity Church, remembered for his dry humour 
and warm friendship.  Many will remember him 
especially for his voluntary work in the Oasis 
Café. 

http://www.raggedschoolmuseum.org.uk/
http://www.raggedschoolmuseum.org.uk/
http://www.wimbledonwindmill.org.uk/common
http://www.wimbledonwindmill.org.uk/
http://www.wimbledonwindmill.org.uk/


From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the May issue is 
15 April. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

 

                                       CHURCH and UNITY  
               a reflection by Mark Pullinger 
 
After Supper, on the night before he was to die,  Jesus 
gathered his disciples and spoke to them. He 
demonstrated humility and servanthood through 
stooping down and washing their feet. He picked up a 
piece of bread, blessed, broke and shared it saying – 
when you come together, do this to remember me.  
 
Jesus came not to establish churches, not to be 
shielded behind organizational structures  and elaborate 
rituals – that had been the downfall of God’s people in 
his own day, breaking up into divisive and competing 

factions, and failing to bless the nations around.  Jesus came to speak of and demonstrate a renewed way 
to relate to his Father who faithfully calls his people out.  Jesus’ cross-shaped reminder  to love God, and 
love your neighbour as yourself summarised this way. To live out God’s blessing in ways that transformed 
communities and society into a new way of being was always  the heart of God’s purpose. Ways of being 
immersed in love for all because we are immersed in the love and union of the  Father and Son. 
 
When Jesus said do this to remember me – he did not mean remember that he broke a piece of bread and 
shared some wine at supper one evening – but to remember all that he was, compassion and  love 
exemplified, and all that he taught – to love, to seek peace, to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to 
quench the thirsty, to visit those imprisoned – and with parable pictures he said Go and do likewise’. That 
is the purpose of his followers – the church. That is what he calls us to remember in our rituals, that is the 
discipleship we are called deepen in our shared life together in relationship with him for the sake of his 
world – that the world might know he was the love-gift of his Father, and is the essence of his exuberant 
life for the world through his love expressed in every shared, practical way by us for the world. 
 
As groups of disciples our various rituals are the helpful remembering points of our calling, but they are not 
the  point of being disciples of Christ – blessing the world is! 
 
Jesus, understood, from his own experience and insight, that this would be difficult for the disciples of 
following generations to do.  He understood that in their humanity and frailty they would bicker and differ 
and separate on all sorts of things in his name.  And so he left that supper and went to commune with his 
Father and pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. And despite the awesome weight of responsibility of the 
sacrificial work of salvation in the coming hours, he paused to passionately pray for us all: 
 

 
 

I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one.  

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, 
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  

The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they 
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may 
become completely one, so that the world may know that you have 

sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  
 

(John 17:20-23) 
 
 
 
 
Our unity lies at the heart of Jesus’ prayer - that the world may know – that is, will see God, and  be 
transformed by his love through our love and action. Unity lies at the heart of our calling as Christian 
disciples, and so must lie at the heart of how we envisage and shape being ‘church’ in the future for the 
love of God’s changing world. And so Jesus’ prayer is a great encouragement and foundation as we learn 
and explore more of what it is to be Christ for the world, and what that means to be church here in Sutton.  



 

 

 
 

THOUGHTS FROM THE ECUMENICAL DISCUSSION  
gathered together by Mike Dales 

 
Following the United Service held at St Nicholas on the 22

 
March, representatives of our three churches 

met to further consider the next steps in our ecumenical journey together.  The representatives divided into 
three groups for discussion, with each group having at least two members from each of our churches.  
Following this, the larger group met back together to report their conclusions. 
 
The next step in our ecumenical review is to take these conclusions to our wider membership.  Each 
church will have their own process for this. 
 
There was a startling degree of agreement between the groups as to the questions and challenges facing 
us – almost all the points listed here  (in no particular order) were raised by more than one of the groups, 
and frequently all of them. 
 
ENGAGEMENT: How do we engage our members in the ecumenical adventure, when so many 
seem content with their own church, and are reluctant to attend events beyond Sunday morning worship?  
What are the reasons it is so hard to involve people in activities outside the Sunday, 10.30am-12.00pm 
slot?  How does this lack of engagement hurt our work in areas which take place mostly outside the 
narrow slot (eg Christian Aid Week activities, Holy Week events, etc)?   
 
BUILDINGS: What do three large buildings within a hundred 
yards of each other, doing much the same thing, say to 
our community?  Could we rationalise the use of our 
buildings more efficiently?  Will we even be occupying three 
buildings five, ten, twenty years from now?  How might our 
answer to this question affect our thinking? 
 
COMMUNICATION: These days people are more likely to 
communicate via Facebook, Twitter and websites than by 
more traditional means.  How can we do more in this area?  
Form a communications team?  Have a joint website as well as 
our individual ones?  Establish a common ‘branding’ (eg 
noticeboards, etc)? 
 
ECUMENICAL EDUCATION: Could part of our problem be 
that our newer people simply do not know or understand our 
particular ecumenical heritage here in Sutton?  Could our 
more established members use a reminder?  What could 
we do to better communicate our story?  Should we reform 
the pulpit swaps so as to expose people more overtly to 
the riches of each other’s traditions?  Should our 
ecumenical journey be part of each church’s process for incorporating new members? 
 
PEOPLE ON THE FRONT-LINE: We all have members who work hard for the Kingdom in their 
neighbourhoods and workplaces.  In a sense these are our front-line workers.  Do we know who they are?  
What they do?  How could we be supporting them ecumenically?   
 
SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT: If it is the case that most people attach themselves to a church because 
they feel welcomed and befriended, could it be that social activities and personal contact may be the most 
effective way to encourage ecumenical engagement?  Are there specific things we could do to encourage 
people to think more widely (eg a major activity such as the creation and performance of a passion play)?  
More conscious invitations across our churches to those events (eg quizzes, meals) where we have a 
good record of attracting people? 
 
 

. 
 

 
 

 
 

If you had been 
there, what would 
you have said?  
 

Contribute to the 
discussion - speak to, 
write to or email your 
clergy, deacons or PCC 

Look out for 
ways to 
become 
involved 


