
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

 

Sunday    3 April       
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship  
   Mrs Hannah Chun 
  St N        Morning Worship 
  6.30pm   St N  United Service         
 
 

 
Sunday   10 April        
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC   Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales  
     Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
                  St N       Morning Worship 
  6.30pm    St N       United Service 
 

 
 
Sunday   17 April          
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC      Morning Worship 
                               Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Revd Dr David Dickinson     
   St N  Morning Worship 
  6.30pm    St N      United Service     
 
 
 

Sunday   24 April           
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship  Communion 
   Trinity   Morning Worship Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
   St N  Morning Worship   
  6.30pm    St N       United Service 
 
 
 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

April 2016 

Dear friends 
 

By the time you read this we shall be in the season 
of Easter: the long Lenten fast will be over and we 
shall be celebrating the Resurrection of the Lord.  
Mind you, when you think about it, such a claim 
really is a most extraordinary thing: people just don’t 
rise from the dead.  Even in the days of the first 
century, two thousand years ago, when miracle 
makers and healers abounded and were accepted 
without a second thought, the idea of someone 
rising from the grave was too bizarre for most people 
to stomach. 
 

No wonder the women who visited the tomb on that 
first Easter Sunday didn't speak of their experience.  
They expected to see a body wrapped in a shroud 
inside the tomb, but instead saw a young man in 
white calmly sitting there, issuing instructions to 
them.  So the women shut up about it and didn't tell 
a soul.  After all, it's not every day you meet an 
angel, and when that angel tells you some ridiculous 
tale about a dead person going ahead and meeting 
your friends back home, you probably think you're 
out of your mind with grief and have gone mad. 
 

And that's the point at which Mark finishes his 
gospel, at least in the original version.  He ended at 
this very abrupt point with the women being told 
about the resurrection of Jesus but not seeing it for 
themselves, and then being too afraid to tell anyone 
else about it. 
 

But, to me, Mark's original ending makes the whole 
story more credible, for the response of the women 
is a very human response and perhaps exactly the 
response many people would have today on being 
told that a dead person was alive and well. 
 

Interestingly, the women were expected to believe in 
the resurrection without seeing anything for 
themselves, just as we're expected to believe in the 
resurrection without seeing anything for ourselves.  
It was afterwards that they actually experienced the 
risen Christ, and then they knew for sure that they 
hadn't been deluded. 
 

Gloriously alive God: If only I could see you!  
That would make all the difference - then I'd believe 

everything without hesitation.  Lord, receive and 
redeem my unbelief.  Come to me as you came to 

those women on that first Easter Day, and then  
open my eyes - enable me to recognise you.   
And Lord, then give me the strength and the 

courage to follow you wherever you may lead. 
 

Your friend 

Mike                     Revd Mike Dales 

 
… for help or information please contact 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
 
Monday   11 April    3.00pm 
Monday   18 April            6.30pm 
Monday     9 May     3.00pm 
Monday   16 May             6.30pm  
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall. All are welcome. 
For further information contact: 
Janet Little  8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets fortnightly on a 
Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to enjoy 
a variety of activities including coffee, films and 
outings. It is open to women of any age. For 
further details of the programme contact: Carole 
Adams 07711879645 or see: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514 
 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school. A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver: 01883 346261. 
 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm every 
Monday in Trinity Hall. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed! Contact: 
Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and      
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

Devotions  
 

Love overcame 
Emerging from a cold tomb 

All the truth, majesty and creativity of a living 
God 

Transforming a broken heart 
Making a quiet return, in a still and sorrowful 

garden 
The grave stone rolled away, to release 

redemptive love 
Jesus resurrected and restored 

Comforts a weeping woman 
Speaks with travellers on a journey 

Meets with his faithful friends 
And they bow down before Christ alive 

And acknowledged that the Saviour has arrived 
That the word of God has come alive 

And that the extraordinary transformation of 
heaven and earth 

Is complete 
Julie Palmer 
 

  

Jean Orton’s Poetry 
 

Jean died on Christmas 
morning 2013. While 
sorting through her papers, 
I found a folder of the 
poems that she had 
gathered together for the 
Poetry Circle to which she 
belonged. I had not seen 
them before, although I 
knew that she had been 
writing. Jean’s poems were 

written across a space of nearly 50 years, from 
1961 to 2006. I typed them up, showed them to 
a few friends, and then filed them away. Over 
the years, some friends encouraged me to 
make them more widely available. I am grateful 
for their encouragement.                            
 

Clive Orton 
 

Hide and Seek  
 

Sometimes, the more I seek You 
The more You seem to hide:  
Elusive immanence,  
Closer than breath  
Yet veiled  
To my dull, unimaginative eye,  
And quicksilver quick,  
Twinkling ahead  
As I plod and stumble by.  
And yet I know that You are there  
Beside me and before  
As I struggle to obey Your Word  
And long to know You more.  
 

Clive has published a booklet of Jean’s poems 
in her memory and it is available from him at a 
cost of £2. Proceeds after printing costs will be 
donated to St Nicholas Church. 



Farewell to Gill Hutton!  

Friends from St Nicholas and also the other 
Sutton Team churches gathered in 
St Nicholas Community Hall on Sunday, 28 
February for lunch and the opportunity to say 
'thank you' to Gill Hutton for her 20 years as 
Parish Administrator, and the vast amount of 
work she has undertaken in that time. Gill has 
been a member of St Nicholas for over 35 
years - as she herself said, 'through good 
times and bad'. Her role as Parish 
Administrator included looking after the 
Community Hall, while her tasks increased 
over the past ten years following the creation 
of the Sutton Team Ministry. All wish Gill and 
her husband Keith every happiness in their 
retirement in their new home near Bognor 
Regis. 

 

Book Club  Tuesday 12 April 8.00pm 

Join us in the Terrace Room at Trinity to 
discuss Silas Marner by George Eliot. 

What the Bible says about…………. 
 

The Lent study groups were attended weekly 
by over seventy people, with  fifty meeting 
together for the final session. There were 
requests to continue meeting for Bible study 
and discussion so  here is your opportunity! 
Everyone is invited to the next series of What 
the Bible says about…….. led by Dave 
Dickinson in the Terrace Room at Trinity at 
8.00pm 
 

Tuesday 19 April  -  
What the Bible says about……celebrating life's 
milestones. 
Tuesday 24 May -  
What the Bible says about ….how we treat 
older people. 
Tuesday 28 June -  
What the Bible says about……. poverty. 
 

These sessions combine Bible study with 
discussion to explore important current issues. 

News from the 
Churches 

 

Saturday 16 April 

Sutton Churches Tennis 
Club is holding a FREE 
Open Day on Saturday 
16 April for both children 
and adults. There will be 
free coaching at the 
following times: 

11.00-11.45am          Juniors 3-7 years  
12.00 - 1.00pm          Juniors 8+ years 
  1.30 - 2.00pm          Adults 
  2.00pm onwards:     free play with organised 
club session and practice court. 

The club is situated in Gander Green Lane and 
offers a mix of hard and clay courts six of which 
are floodlit. We welcome anyone who is 
interested in playing tennis from absolute 
beginners to those able to play at league match 
standard. We offer junior coaching from 3 years 
and  tactical, cardio and individual coaching 
sessions. We run a number of social activities 
throughout the year and offer you the 
opportunity to meet new people in a friendly 
setting. Why not visit  the website at 
www.clubtennis.co.uk or contact our 
membership secretary Kirsty Garrett on 0208 
2740630 or by email at info@clubtennis.co.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteering Opportunity with RMNS 

Refugee and Migrant Network Sutton is 
planning a new venture—a toddler group which 
will help mothers and carers improve their 
English through play activities with their 
children.  Six pilot sessions will run  from 9.00-
10.00am in Trinity Hall on Mondays 9/16/23 
May  and 6/13/20 June. If you would enjoy 
working with toddlers and, at the same time, 
with adults who are learning English,  contact 
Deborah Wroe for more information:  
020 8642 9064         deb.wroe@btinternet.com 

Sunday Afternoon Outing - 1 May 
 

Join us for a walk amidst the bluebells in 
Banstead Woods.  This is not a strenuous 
walk, but is on country paths with slopes, tree 
roots and possibly a little mud.  
 

We will meet at the back of Trinity Church after 
the morning service.  Bring a picnic which we 
will eat in the woods or at Trinity before we go. 
 

Please let us know if you are coming, and 
whether you can offer a lift or will need a lift. 
Contact John and Deborah Wroe:   
8642 9064, or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com. 

http://www.clubtennis.co.uk/


 

Under the Udala Trees :   Chinelo Okparanta     (Granta, 2015)  
 
 

Reviewed by Dave Dickinson 
 

There will be people in our three congregations who know what an udala 
tree is.  I don’t, but I know that Under the Udala Trees is a novel I want 
every contemporary Christian to read.  Chinelo Okparanta’s debut novel is 
narrated by Ijeoma whose father is killed during the Nigerian civil war, when 
Ijeoma was eleven.     
 

Ijeoma tells her story of growing up in a war-ravaged country, struggling with 
her blossoming sexuality, her marriage and motherhood.  Ijeoma’s story is 
complicated by her mother’s fierce religiosity.  The clash between 
conservative religion and modern life is visualised in the episode when 
Ijeoma attends a speakeasy with her lover, Amina.  This meeting place for 
gay women is in a church and its violent destruction is breath-taking in its 
brutality.  Later, the emotional and physical abuse Ijeoma experiences in her 
marriage to a man we initially think is good is equally heart-rending.    

 

What makes Okparanta’s book so important for contemporary Christians is the way she opens the Bible 
for us.  Ijeoma’s mother uses it as a weapon, trying to control her daughter’s behaviour.  When she reads 
the book of Judges, for instance, she praises the way virgin daughters were offered to rampaging 
enemies to protect male guests, but Okparanta helps us see that Christianity is meant to be liberating.  
For her, the Bible’s theme is revision.  She reads Hebrews 8 as the Bible’s key interpretative passage:  
Christ is the mediator of a better covenant.  Reflection and revision are important because, through them, 
God moves us on from old and tired laws that are incapable of being applied to new circumstances.  
Okparanta suggests that God is still speaking, only we are too deaf and too set in our ways to hear.  
Ijeoma, thankfully, finds in the Bible a book that gives her succour; it is not only the abusive tool of 
oppressive religion. 
 

The novel is far from perfect, but what a blessing it would be if all members of our three congregations 
were to read this novel and allow themselves to be so moved by it that they see and feel its truth.  
Okparanta is truly a Bible-based preacher.  

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the May issue is  
13 April. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

I love that hymn because…….. 
 

In each of the four denominations represented within  Churches  Uniting in 
Central Sutton (Church of England, Methodist, Baptist and United Reformed) 
there is a centuries old tradition of hymn singing as part of worship. Many of us 
remember the hymns we sang at school as a child; for some of us our heritage 
of hymns comes from a different cultural tradition and for others, newcomers to 
the Christian community,  the hymns sung on Sunday are being discovered 
week by week.  
 

Is there a hymn that means a lot you? Perhaps one that is associated with an 
occasion or with particular people, or the words of which speak to you 
powerfully. For some it will  be an old favourite and for others a new hymn by a  
contemporary writer. For many the words are always linked to one tune; words 
and music are often bound together for us.  
 

The day thou gavest Lord is ended will always mean a lot to me. Carol Garrett, who many of you will 
remember, told me that she always thought of her family in New Zealand when she sang As o’er each 
continent and island the dawn leads on another day, the voice of prayer is never silent, nor dies the 
strain of praise away…...the sun that bids us rest is waking our brethren ‘neath the western sky. Each 
time we sing it  I think of Carol and my sister and younger daughter now in Australia, as well as all the 
family and friends at whose memorial services it has been sung. 
 

I’m hoping that some of you might contribute to a series of short articles on hymns we value. Write up to  
250 words (including any quotations from your hymn!) and email it to me, or If you prefer, talk to me 
about your hymn and I will write it up for you. I look forward to hearing from you and receiving your 
contributions to Unite! 
 

Olwen Stewart (020 8643 2525   olwenstewart@hotmail.com) 


