
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

Sunday  2 October      
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship for Harvest 
   Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
  St N         Morning Worship  Harvest 
   Jeff Richards 
  6.30pm    St N  United Service         
 

Sunday  9 October     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion   (BCP singing) 
10.30am   SBC   CUCS United Morning Worship    
   Revd Mike Dales  
   Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm      St N       United Service 
 

Sunday 16 October     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship  Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship 
                      Revd Dr David Dickinson 
   St N  Morning Worship   Communion 
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
   6.30pm     St N        United Service  
 

Sunday 23 October     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP ) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship  Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship  
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
   St N  Morning Worship  Communion  
   Revd  Cécile Schnyder 
  6.30pm     St N        United Service 
    
 

Sunday 30 October     
 

  9.00am   St N  Holy Communion  (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity    Morning Worship  
   Mrs Judith Wakelin  
   St N  Morning Worship  Communion  
   Revd  Cécile Schnyder 
  6.30pm     St N        United Service 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

October 2016 

Dear friends 
 

I don’t know much about harvest. I am not a farmer. 
I tend a vegetable plot and grow soft fruits at the 
bottom of the manse garden but that does not 
qualify me to opine about harvest. In fact, my crops 
are so hit-and-miss that some would say I know 
nothing about harvest. Even so. I cannot overlook 
the coincidence of the publication of this edition of 
Unite! with Harvest Festival services in our three 
churches.  I must find something to say about 
harvest. 
 

I guess that the last night of harvest in rural 
communities is as unlike other harvest nights as the 
Last Night of the Proms differs from every other 
concert in the BBC’s summer-long music festival. 
After all the hard days’ work in the fields labourers 
let their hair down on the last night. Dancing. 
Singing. Feasting. Such harvest jollities evolved by 
the turn of the 20

th
 century into Harvest Festival 

services. 
 

In Thomas Hardy’s Far from the Madding Crowd – a 
novel full of a sense of foreboding – there’s a 
memorable scene in which a fierce storm brews. 
The entire workforce has been coaxed into oblivious 
gay abandon with freely-available drink, tables 
groaning with plates of food, and music to which 
they wheel and reel around the barn floor. The storm 
threatens to destroy the entire harvest. Gabriel Oak, 
the only man not partying, recognises the danger. 
He tries to warn the revellers but they refuse to help.  
Singlehandedly Gabriel manages to haul tarpaulins 
over some of the harvest so that all is not lost. The 
others are all too busy enjoying themselves.            
 

Similarly, Harvest Festival, as a celebration of 
creation, providence and successful labour, can 
easily degrade into a diversion when we sing 
favourite old hymns and marvel at the display of 
abundance. Our concern should be not to turn our 
gaze from failed harvests and deprived lives. We 
watch the impending storm and respond: at Trinity 
we will bring food for the Calais camps, supplies for 
the South London Mission and gifts for older church 
members. No doubt St Nicholas and the Baptist 
Church do something similar.   
 

Revd Dr David Dickinson 

 for help or information please contact 



News from the 
Churches 

Sunday Afternoon Outing  6 November 
 

Croydon Airport Museum 
 

Join us for a picnic lunch and a visit to the Croydon 
Airport Museum. 
 

We will meet at the back of Trinity Church following 
morning service, and have our picnic together in 
a hall at Trinity before going to Croydon. We will 
travel by car, so if you need a lift, or can offer a lift, 
please let John and Deborah Wroe know.  
 

For more information contact John and Deborah 
Wroe: 020 8642 9064, or email mailto:John Wroe 
 

News from the Bunker 
 

Bunker would like to invite more young people at 
senior school to its Sunday evening meetings, 6.30-
8.00pm at Trinity. The Autumn Term programme 
includes sorting Harvest gifts, games and film 
evenings, decorating Christmas cakes to sell for 
charity and  cookery sessions. Bangers and 
Bangers  (fireworks and sausages) will be on 6 
November and on Sunday 18 December lunch out 
will be followed by ice skating at a London venue, 
 

Well done Bunker for completing the Bunker 
Challenge and raising £500 for Christian Aid. 
 

Find out more from  Jane Oliver: 01883 346261 

In Memoriam 
 

Father David Hazlehurst 
 

St Nicholas Church is sad to announce the death of 
Fr David Hazlehurst on 27 August, aged 84. He was 
the Rector of Sutton from 1984 to1995. His own 
Christian life was rooted in the ceremony and 
spirituality of the Anglo-Catholic tradition but he was 
committed to ecumenism and with his wife Irene 
supported all that the churches in central Sutton did 
together.  Fr David supported the ordination of 
women, welcomed the first woman curate to St 
Nicholas, experimented with different musical 
traditions  and encouraged lay participation in 
worship.  
 

Marion Cole 
 

Marion Cole, known as Bunty, died early in 
September. She had worshipped at St Nicholas for 
many years and had been a member of the choir. 
Bunty was a committed member of the Mothers’ 
Union. 

Thursday 6 October 7.30pm  
 

Sutton Soup at St Nicholas 
 

See the article by Jeff Richards here in Unite! for 
more information about this innovative way to 
support local charitable ventures while enjoying 
good soup and bread and musical entertainment. 
 

Sunday 2 October 11.45am 
 

After the morning service Trinity will be holding a 
short meeting to assess the progress being made 
with the Friendly Places initiative which aims to 
increase awareness and understanding of mental 
health issues, pledging to be an accessible, friendly 
and welcoming place to people who might be 

struggling.   
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club 
 

Have you been inspired by our tennis triumphs at 
Wimbledon and the Olympics? 
 

Then why not come along to our own local tennis 
club and learn a new skill or re-discover those ones 
you learnt a long time ago. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club is based in Gander 
Green Lane and caters for players from 3yrs to 80+ 
offering play all the year round. If you would like to 
know more about the club and the sessions and 
coaching we offer please look at our website: 
www.clubtennis.co.uk  
or speak to David Garrett (Trinity) or Carolyn 
Graham (SBC) 

 

There’s still time to join the united choir for this 
performance, conducted by Stephen Haylett and 
accompanied by Martin Ford, formerly assistant  
organist at Westminster Abbey now Director of 
Music at the Guards’ Chapel. Rehearsals are from 
8.00-9.00pm  on Thursday evenings in the Parlour, 
upstairs at Trinity.  Some members of the choir are 
experienced singers but others are very new to 
choral singing.  Come and join us! 

http://www.clubtennis.co.uk/


Sutton Soup….. the sociable way of raising money for local charities.   by Jeff Richards 
 

Each Sutton Soup evening is a fun social event.  We get to share a simple meal of soup - it is professionally cooked 
so it is top notch.  The artisan, freshly baked bread comes from the local Bread Club and we get to listen to some 
wonderful live music in one of the most beautiful historic settings in the borough - St Nicholas Church!  This really is 
a lovely way of spending an evening making new friends and making a positive difference to our borough. 
 

Anyone who comes to Sutton Soup does so because they know that they are going to play their part in raising 
hundreds of pounds for a local cause.  You reserve your bowl of Sutton Soup online at www.suttonsoup.org.uk, and 
pay £5 on the door. That money doesn't pay for the Soup, all that is covered by our sponsors.  All the money raised, 
and typically we raise between £350 and £500, goes into the common pot.   
 

During the evening we hear from 4 different local groups who need our support.   In October these will be "Free 
Cakes for Kids", "Ecolocal", "No Panic!" and the "Shanklin Youth Club".  Past vote winners include "Sutton Night 
Watch" and "SMILE" (Sutton Mentoring and Independent Leisure Experiences). 

 

Once we have listened to each group pitch for four minutes, and we've had a chance to 
question them, we vote.  The winner will leave with all the money raised that evening. 
 

Everyone gains from the experience of Sutton Soup;  each group goes away from the 
event knowing that they made new friends and learnt about new funding 
possibilities.  Each participant leaves Sutton Soup knowing more about some of the 
fantastic volunteering that goes on in the borough and we leave with the assurance that 
every penny raised has gone to a great local cause. 

    
Make sure you reserve your bowl of October's Sutton Soup right now! 
 

    Thursday 6 October 7.30pm at St Nicholas Church  

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the November 
issue is 19 October. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

I love this hymn because…….      Be thou my Vision     
 

A long time ago I was asked to participate in a local ‘Songs of Praise’ service. It 
was an ecumenical event and I was asked to nominate a favourite hymn and to 
talk about the meaning it had for me. I don’t know whether it has something to do 
with the words, or the perfect marriage of words and tune, but there was little 
hesitation as to which hymn I would choose: Be Thou my Vision.  
 

It comes from an ancient 8th century Irish poem first translated into English in 
1905 by Mary Byrne, from Dublin. Several years later, Eleanor Hull, a writer of 
English history and literature, penned the prose into verse form and included it in 
her book of poems, ‘The Poem Book of the Gael’.  
 

It is one of those rare hymns that seem to ‘say it all’.  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart - is there any more 
complete summary of how we would like our faith-life to be? The vision of Christ always before us, always inspiring 
us, leading us where we should go. This is not the vision of St. Paul, the blinding light that knocks us off our horse, 
but the constant vision that travels with us everywhere and in everything.  
 

No matter how often I sing it, I am always startled by that line O Lord of my heart. By lifelong inclination I am always 
inclined to place my head above my heart. I seem to prefer reason over emotion, in religious matters as well as 
most others. But what I've come to understand is that my heart is frequently more important. It reminds me of the 
last verse of the Christmas hymn In the bleak mid-winter. After running through all the alternatives as to what she 
could offer the Christ, the hymn writer concludes: Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.   
 

And then: be all else but nothing, except that thou art. That line comes as a challenge to me too. We are all inclined 
to make God in our own image – to think of him in the terms which WE find most comfortable. The hymn - that line - 
reminds us that our ideal is to love and serve God, not for what we would like him to be, but because of what he is. 
God is that most remarkable of beings, all powerful and all kindness, able to crush us like ants and yet caring for us 
like a child. What more could we possibly want? It is enough. 
 

I could run through the whole hymn, finding meaning in each word and each phrase. But I run straight to the last 
lines in the last verse: Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be thou my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

So what does this all mean? It means I only have a room in God's house if he lives everywhere in mine. It means 
that God is with me in the hard times so that I can be with him in the good ones. It means he owns me utterly so 
that nothing else can. It means that God is truly the ruler of all - of everything: of governments and the governed, of 
choirs and chaos. He rules those who worship him and those who ignore him. He rules the mighty and the 
misbegotten.  
 

But mostly he rules me - the subject, the prisoner, the joyous, enchanted slave of the one who made me and the 
one who died for me. May it always be so.  
 

by Mike Dales 

http://bit.ly/SuttonSoup


 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 

 
Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
 

Monday   10 October          3.00pm 
Monday   17 October          6.30pm 
Monday   14 November      3.00pm 
Monday   21 November      6.30pm 
 
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting      (Ist and 3rd Saturdays) 
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall. All are welcome. 
Contact:     Janet Little  8715 6843   

Women in Touch (WIT) meets fortnightly on 
a Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to 
enjoy a variety of activities including coffee, 
films and outings. It is open to women of any 
age. For further details of the programme 
contact: Carole Adams 07711879645 or see: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514 
 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school. A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver: 01883 346261. 
 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm every 
Monday in Trinity Hall. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed!  
Contact: Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   

CUCS is Sutton Baptist Church, St Nicholas 
and Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who regularly 
meet together for prayer, worship and 

shared activities.                                                     

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

Devotions 
 

 

 

 

 

A harvest story from Christian Aid 
Christine and her husband Joachim used to feel 
frightened when the rains didn’t come. Their harvest 
is very important – it pays for their children’s 
education. But now their community has its own 
sand dam, which means the family has access to 
precious water all year round. And Christine is 
sowing drought-resistant seeds that produce crops 
even when the rains don’t last for long. Now her 
maize is nearly ready to harvest, and she’s looking 
forward to giving some of her crop to her church. 
 

This Harvest prayer comes from Esther Musili, 
Executive Director of ADSE, a branch of the 
Anglican Church in Kenya 

 
O Lord our God, we pray that the seed we sow 

today will bring a harvest that causes continued dew 
upon the earth to sustain the seed in our hands. 

 

May we always have seed to sow and rejoice when 
we see the transformation that reflects the im 
age of God in your people all over the world.              

 

Amen. 

Trinity Advent Lecture 
 

Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm 
 

The BBC: 
Explainer of the Faith 

or of the Faiths?  
 

by 
 

Jean Seaton 
 

official historian to the BBC and  
Professor of Media History at the  

University of Westminster 
 

This lecture will be illustrated by extracts from radio 
and television programmes such as Simon 
Schama’s The History of the Jews, Good Friday on 
Radio 3, Thought for the Day and The Story of 
Islam. 
 
Tickets at £5 will be available from the churches 
and online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk   
 

Light suppers will be on sale in the Oasis from 
6.00pm 


