
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

Sunday  4 October 
 
  9.00am St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC  Harvest Thanksgiving 
   Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity   Morning Worship   
   Holy Communion 
   Revd Justine Middlemiss 
 St N         Harvest Festival   
   Jeff Richards 
  6.30pm  SBC    United Service         
The focus of October evening services will be 
Autumn Themes 
 
Sunday  11 October 
 
  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship   
                                       Communion 
                 Revd Mike Dales 
                 Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd Tim Clarke 
                 St N  Morning Worship 
   Holy Communion  Baptism 
   Revd Sarah Sewell        
  6.30pm   SBC       United Service 
 
Sunday  18 October 
 
  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC       Morning Worship 
                                Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Revd David Dickinson     
   St N  Morning Worship 
   Holy Communion 
   Revd Justine Middlemiss 
   Cecile Schnyder 
  6.30pm    SBC      United Service 
 
Sunday   25 October  
 
  9.00am    St N   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   St N   United Morning Worship    
                  at St Nicholas Church 
  6.30pm   SBC        United Service 
 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

… for help or information please contact 

October 2015 

Dear friends, 
 

When I lived in Somerset (1990-1996) I was usually 
invited to conduct Harvest services in small village 
churches near Bridgwater where my own church 
was.  In fact, most of the clergy of the town were 
called upon to do similar duties as many of these 
small churches and chapels had no regular minister 
of their own. 
 

It was always a delightful thing to do for the simple 
reason that the produce brought into the church 
really was grown and harvested by the local farmers.  
I suspect many of them did not attend the church 
regularly, but they never missed Harvest!  For them 
it was a living festival as they presented, with 
thankfulness, the fruit of their toil. 
 

Most of us are not farmers, although a very few 
might have allotments or have some fruits trees in 
the garden!  We are urban people and this inevitably 
means we have less of a connection to the growing 
and production of the food we eat and this, 
paradoxically, may be one reason why Harvest is 
especially important for us to observe.  Because we 
are detached from the production of food we can so 
easily forget the concerns of those who produce it.  
This is also why it is important to be aware of issues 
like Fairtrade, climate change justice and, closer to 
home, the price our farmers are paid for their milk.  
Although these things may not affect us much, they 
do affect the people who we rely upon to produce 
the food we buy in our supermarkets. 
 

I came across a poem which was originally read by 
the actor Damian Lewis at a service at Westminster 
Abbey in 2013.  This is the beginning of the poem, 
which, I think, shows the difference between us and 
the farmers we easily take for granted.  You can find 
the entire poem online easily enough. 
 
The Harvest     by Henry Birtles (b 1966)  
 

Let's gather as a band of one, in symphony across 
the land 
To thank our Lord for Harvest reaped and gratefully 
as one, let's stand 
To think of those, for all their toil who've readied 
plough, who've nurtured soil,  
The farmers in the fields, the cold; the hardened 
hands, the fens, the wold. 
So many aspects of a life, a challenge most will 
never know … 
 

Have a blessed Harvest! 
 

Mike                     Revd Mike Dales 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month.  
Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
Monday   12  October        3.00pm 
Monday   19  October        6.30pm  
Monday     9  November     3.00pm 
Monday   16  November     6.30pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship has joined with 
St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union and meetings 
take place twice a month on Wednesdays at  
2.30pm in alternate venues: 
Ist Wednesday:  St Nicholas Community Hall 
3rd Wednesday: Trinity Minor Hall 
For further information contact: 
Sylvia Robinson (Trinity)          8642 1391. 
Janet Little  (St Nicholas)         8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645.. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Sheila Booth 8715 0514 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
ContactJane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Chuch is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

            Devotions 

A Prayer for Our Earth  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All powerful God, you are present in the universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  
 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we 
may protect life and beauty.  
 

Fill us with your peace, that we may live as brothers 
and sisters, harming no one.  
 

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned 
and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.  
 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the 
world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, 
not pollution and destruction.  
 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at 
the expense of the poor and the earth. 
 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be 
filled with awe and contemplation,  
 

To recognize that we are profoundly united with 
every creature as we journey towards your infinite 
light.        Amen. 
 
 

From Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si 

  

This will be Trinity’s second Advent Lecture and 
a fitting way to begin the Advent season! 

Dr Andrew Gant (St Peter’s College, Oxford) 
reveals a series of captivating – and often 
surprising – tales of great musicians and 
thinkers, saints and pagans, shepherd boys, 
choirboys, monks and ministers.  Christmas 
Carols” brims with anecdote, expert knowledge 
and Christmas spirit – Andrew Gant will share a 
joyous account of one of our best-loved 
traditions. 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

Come and Sing! 
 

 

Singers from across CUCS 

(and Sutton Team Ministry) 
are warmly invited to join a 
united choir for choral 
services at Trinity and SBC 
during the lead-up 
to Christmas.  

 

8 November 6.30: Remembrance Sunday: 

A sequence of music and poetry inspired by the 
anniversaries of war. Choral music will include God 

shall wipe away all tears from Karl Jenkins' 
evocative The Armed Man', Mass for Peace, as 
well as Chilcott's hauntingly moving God so loved 
the world' and Dido's Lament from Purcell's Dido 
and Aeneas. 

29 November 6.30: We celebrate Advent Sunday 
at Trinity, and the evening service will take the form 

of Choral Evensong, featuring a new anthem 
by John Rutter. 

20 December 6.30: The CUCS Carol Service at 
Sutton Baptist Church 

Rehearsals for all these services will take place on 
Thursday evenings at 8pm in the Parlour at Trinity 
Church, starting on 1 October. Access to the 
Parlour is through a red door round the back of  
Trinity in Hill Road, and up two flights of stairs. 

Harvest Challenge 

Sutton Baptist Church is supporting  Tools with a 
Mission on 4 October. TWAM helps the poorest 
people of the world to develop a livelihood and 
become self-sufficient 

20 donations of £15 will build 2 carpentry 
workshops.  
 

40 donations of £10 will provide 10 carpentry tool 
kits.  
 

World Mental Health Day 10 October  

 

Earlier this year the Trinity Church Meeting signed 
up to the "Friendly Places" pledge, promising to be 
a place which welcomes and supports people who 
are struggling with their mental health. 
 

Why not have a look at the Friendly Places website 
for some ideas on how you can play a part in 
making your church welcoming and supportive?  
You'll find it at: www.faithaction.net/portal/faith-and-
health/get-involved/friendly-places/ 

 

Easter Experience Taster Day 
Monday 26 October 
 

Next year Trinity will be hosting the Easter 
Experience, designed to bring the  Easter story to 
primary school children  
 

Want to know more about it and how you can get 
involved?  If so, come to an E.E taster session. 
View a scene, find out more and meet others who 
have been involved.. 
Carshalton Methodist Church, Ruskin Road at 
1.30pm. Refreshments will be served.   
 

For more information contact Sarah Webb by email 
sarah@suttonschoolswork.co.uk or Malcolm and 
Sheila Booth: m.s.booth@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Badminton Club 
 

Trinity Badminton Club, which meets on Mondays 
and Thursdays at 7.45pm in Trinity Hall, has 
vacancies for up to six new adult members.  
 

If anyone is interested in joining contact: 
Malcolm Booth: 8715 0514 
or   m.s.booth@blueyonder.co.uk 

25 October     Sunday afternoon outing 
 

Join us for an invigorating walk over Leith Hill.  The 
walk is about 6 miles on mostly easy sandy paths 
but with some stiles and some short steep uphill 
stretches.  It is a "dog friendly" walk. 

 

Meet at the back of St Nicholas Church after the 
united morning service – we aim to leave around 
12.00.   Bring a picnic and something waterproof to 
sit on - perhaps a plastic bag.  Walking boots are 
recommended but good walking shoes should 
suffice. We plan one, possibly two refreshment 
stops. 
 

We will travel to the start of the circular walk by 
car.  If you can offer a lift, or if you need a lift, please 
let us know at least a few days in advance so we 
can ensure we have enough seats. 
 

To say you are coming or for more information 
contact John and Deborah Wroe on 8642 9064 
or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com. 
 

Bible Studies on Contemporary Issues 
 

Led by Dave Dickinson in the Terrace Room at 
Trinity at 8.00pm. 
 

What does the Bible say about…………..? 
 

Refugees                             Tuesday 29 September  
Assisted Dying                     Tuesday   3 November 
Sexuality       Tuesday   8 December 
 

http://www.faithaction.net/portal/faith-and-health/get-involved/friendly-places/
http://www.faithaction.net/portal/faith-and-health/get-involved/friendly-places/
mailto:m.s.booth@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


Hansel and Gretel :   The Brothers Grimm and Engelbert Humperdinck  
 

This month we review a story you already know – Hansel and Gretel as told by the Brothers Grimm and retold in 
operatic form by the German composer, Engelbert Humperdinck, whose opera was first performed in Weimar two 
days before Christmas in 1893.  My CD of the opera was recorded in Germany in 1978.  Among the cast, the best 
known is Kiri Te Kawana who sang the role of the Sandman.  There are more recent recordings, including a DVD 
from the Royal Opera House with Sir Thomas Allen singing as Peter. 
 

The Grimm brothers’ fairy tales intentionally incorporated Christian elements in the hope that they would resonate in 
the lives of those who knew the stories.  They were written for young readers to learn from them.  Hansel and 
Gretel is a chilling tale beginning in a time of famine when the children’s starving stepmother and father abandon 
them to die in a forest.  Farfetched?  Not at all.  On the shores of the Mediterranean, and at the borders between 
many European countries, we are seeing parents doing similarly desperate and risky things to give their children 
slim chances.  
 

Lost and bewildered, Hansel and Gretel are about to give up hope 
when they see and hear a beautiful white bird with a delightful 
song.  It’s a dove.  Now, that is farfetched as doves don’t have 
beautiful songs, but its identity matters for the sake of the story.  
Doves speak to Christians of the Holy Spirit.  Disturbingly this 
dove leads the children to the infamous fateful cottage made of 
bread and covered with cakes, where they are lured into a trap.   
 

Why should the Holy Spirit lead the children to a witch who wants 
to eat them?  Perhaps it’s because their encounter with evil proves 
to be their salvation.  After Hansel and Gretel’s resilience is tested 
in a truly atrocious manner, they find a safe way home.  Read the 
story again in one of its many guises, watch a filmed version of it 
or listen to the opera, and find there an allegory of spiritual growth 

and God’s guidance.        

                      Dave Dickinson 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the November 
issue is 14 October.  Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

The Prison Chaplaincy by Revd Beverly Fraser 
 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases   
His mercies never come to an end, 
They are new every morning. Great is Your faithfulness. 
 

These words are precious to us all. Prison is a place where we have to constantly remind ourselves of ‘God’s love 
and faithfulness’ as we find ourselves dealing with difficult and painful things.  And this is what I have strived to do 
as a chaplain at High Down Prison and now at Lewes.  
 

The chaplaincy teams that I am part of are multi-faith and ecumenical. Additionally sessional chaplains come in as 
and when required to meet the needs of Jewish, Sikh or Buddhist worshipers. There are also many volunteers; 
ordained and non-ordained who help on a regular basis. The work of the chaplaincy team covers prisoners, staff 
and their families and is  firmly embedded within the context of the whole community. 
  

There is however, an underlying ambivalence regarding the role. Chaplains have a dual accountability; are 
accountable as a servant of God to the church, and as an employee of the state, to the state; so chaplains walk a 
tightrope of working within the system yet being seen as independent of it. In essence chaplains have to be seen to 
be balanced in their views and actions. 
 

There are statutory duties that chaplains must carry out relating to new arrivals and vulnerable prisoners.  
Chaplains run regular Bible study, see individual prisoners and staff on request, counsel and pray with those who 
are bereaved – chaplains are the ones who break bad news, regarding death and illness.  The chaplaincy team 
also facilitates other providers using the chapel space, for example Prison Fellowships, Sycamore Tree - A Victim 
Awareness /Restorative Justice programme.  
 

One of the joys is seeing people reach out to God and the peace that this can bring.  There is the opportunity to 
work with those of other faiths so I have sat in Muslim Friday Prayers.  Speaking to and serving those of other faiths 
and none is part and parcel of the role; I have found people to be gracious and appreciative of any time that they 
are given. 
 

There are others who support people in prisons and their families; they try in large and small ways to reflect ‘God’s 
love and faithfulness’.  The Prison Visitors’ Fellowship buys and sends Christmas presents to the children of those 
in prison.  For a number of years the Churches in the Sutton Team Ministry have collected and provided Christmas 
presents and Easter Eggs for the children of prisoners.  And for the past ten years or so a member of our 
congregation has been a volunteer in the Visits Hall at High Down Prison. 


