
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday   1 November  All Saints’ Day 
 

  9.00am St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity   Morning Worship       Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N            Holy Communion  
   Revd Justine Middlemiss 
   Revd Cecile Schnyder (preach) 
  6.30pm  Trinity  United Service         
 

Sunday   8 November Remembrance Sunday 
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship         Communion     
                    Revd Mike Dales 
                    Trinity  Remembrance Parade Service 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
                    St N  All Age Worship 
   Revd Christine Latham     
  6.30pm      Trinity       Words and Music for 
    Remembrance Sunday 
 

Sunday  15 November 
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC          Brigade Enrolment Service 
                                      Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Revd David Dickinson     
   St N  Holy Communion 
   Revd Sarah Sewell 
  6.30pm      Trinity       United Service 
 

Sunday  22 November 
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship   Communion 
                                      Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Judith Wakelin    
   St N  Holy Communion  
   Revd Beverly Fraser 
   Revd Cecile Schnyder 
  6.30pm       Trinity      United Service 
Celebration of preaching, with Holy Communion,  
united with Sutton Methodist Circuit. 
 

Sunday  29 November Advent Sunday 
 

  9.00am    St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am       SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Roger Hoath 
   Trinity  Morning Worship  
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
10.30am   St N  Team Ministry Advent Service    
                    at St Nicholas Church 
  6.30pm       Trinity      United Choral Evensong 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

… for help or information please contact 

November 2015 

 

Dear friends, 
 

As concerns rise for Ophelia’s wellbeing in 
William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and as 
Claudius expresses the view that she has 
become “divided from herself and her fair 
judgement,” she remarks on the symbolism of 
rosemary being for remembrance.  The folklore 
by which rosemary was associated with 
remembrance may have come from the 
herbalists’ notion that rosemary helped prevent 
memory loss.  The irony of Ophelia’s comment 
at this stage of Hamlet is easily lost.  Ophelia is 
haunted by memories of people she has lost, 
but she is rapidly losing her mind.    
 

I think now of rosemary, for November is a 
month of remembering.  On All Saints’ Day we 
remember the heroes and heroines of our faith;  
on All Souls’ Day we remember all who have 
gone before us;  on Guy Fawkes’ Day we 
remember the thwarted Catholic plot to bomb 
Parliament;  on Remembrance Sunday we 
remember the dead of the twentieth and twenty-
first centuries’ wars;  and on Armistice Day we 
remember the end of the First World War.  1

st
, 

2nd, 5th, 8th and 11th make for a crowded few 
days of remembering.    
 

Yet, by the end of November, we have turned 
around.  No longer remembering, we are 
looking forward, for the penitential and 
preparatory season of Advent has begun.    
 

In our churches, both our remembering and our 
preparation for Advent are aided by two choral 
services.  On the evening of 8th November 
music and readings will mark the anniversaries 
of Agincourt, Waterloo and First World War 
battles and on the evening of 29th November, 
choral evensong will lead us into Advent.  Both 
services will be led by the Trinity Festival Choir 
at Trinity Church.   
 

Take some rosemary so you don’t forget to 
come!       

 
 

 
Revd Dr David Dickinson 

 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month.  
Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
 

Monday     9  November     3.00pm 
Monday   16  November     6.30pm 
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall.  
For further information contact 
Janet Little  8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645.. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Sheila Booth 8715 0514 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed!  
Contact Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   
 

 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Chuch is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

          Devotions 
 

    The Paper Dove 
 

Its soft white feathers flutter in 
the wind, 
Gliding gently over fields 
And countries torn by war, 
It has no idea of the fighting 
below, 
 

Its soft white feathers flutter in the wind, 
Its eyes are heavy, 
Visions lie heavy in its mind, 
The poppy fields glide past, 
 

Its soft white feathers flutter in the wind, 
They feel the blasts, 
The pain, 
The black mass that engulfs the men, 
 

Its soft white feathers flutter in the wind, 
Children crying for their fathers, 
After reading letters of loss, 
The endless sombre parades, 
 

Its soft white feathers flutter in the wind, 
Love lies underneath, 
Blood red poppies scattered below, 
The folded feathers float onto the poppy fields. 
 

Its soft white feathers flutter in the wind, 
Launched by a child, off mountains high, 
Watched by millions, 
A peace spreader, 
A hope bringer, 
Only soft white paper feathers fall in the wind, 
From The Paper Dove. 
 
Mark - Age 14 

  

Dr Andrew Gant (St Peter’s College, Oxford) 
reveals a series of captivating – and often 
surprising – tales of great musicians and 
thinkers, saints and pagans, shepherd boys, 
choirboys, monks and ministers.  Christmas 
Carols” brims with anecdote, expert knowledge 
and Christmas spirit – Andrew Gant will share a 
joyous account of one of our best-loved 
traditions. 

Tickets available in churches soon or online 
at:       www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

Two special United Evening Services 

8 November 6.30: Remembrance Sunday: 

 

 

 

A sequence of music and poetry inspired by 
the anniversaries of war. Choral music will 
include God shall wipe away all tears from Karl 
Jenkins' evocative The Armed Man, Mass for 
Peace, as well as Chilcott's hauntingly moving 
God so loved the world and Dido's Lament 
from Purcell's Dido and Aeneas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 November 6.30: We celebrate Advent 
Sunday at Trinity, and the evening service 
will take the form of Choral Evensong, 
featuring a new anthem by John Rutter. 

Bible Studies on Contemporary Issues 
 

Led by Dave Dickinson in the Terrace Room at 
Trinity at 8.00pm. 
 

What does the Bible say about…………..? 
 

Assisted Dying              Tuesday   3 November 
Sexuality    Tuesday   8 December 
 

Coffee and Craft 
 

Why not bring your sewing, knitting,  paper 
craft or other project along to our new Coffee 
and Craft morning at Trinity Oasis café?  We 
meet from 10 -11.30am on the third Friday of 
every month during term time. Just drop in on 
20 November and 18 December. 
 

Trinity Women’s Fellowship 
 

Many will be sad to hear that Women’s 
Fellowship held its last meeting in October as 
numbers had been falling for some time.   
 

We must recognise the sterling contribution 
and loyalty of Sylvia Robinson, Margaret 
Rowbotham, Margaret Jeffery, and Dorothy 
Davies in recent times, and all their 
predecessors, who arranged stimulating 
programmes and offered friendship and 
support to so many. 

 

 

The People’s Climate March  
 

Sunday 29 November 
 

Join a party leaving from Trinity after morning 
service for The People's Climate March in 
London to make our voices heard in the run-up 
to the UN Climate Summit in Paris.  

 
6 December  Sunday afternoon outing 
 

A CUCS outing to the Wallace Collection in 
central London, one of Europe's finest 
collections of works of art, paintings, furniture, 
arms, armour and porcelain. As we will be close 
to Oxford Street we plan to view the famous 
Christmas lights on our way home.   
 

Meet at the back of Trinity Church (in the coffee 
area) at 12.15 after morning service. Entrance 
to the Collection is free. Bring a packed lunch 
and you will need an Oyster Travelcard or 
equivalent. For more details please contact:  
John and Deborah Wroe    8642 9064,  
email:  john.p.wroe@btinternet.com  
 

St Nicholas Supper Talk      
The Magic of Pantomime  
 

On Friday, 13 November Ian Gledhill will 
present The Magic of Pantomime at  the Supper 
Talk being held at 7pm in St Nicholas 
Community Hall. Ian will tell the history of this 
enduring and peculiarly British institution, 
interspersed with personal anecdotes from 
years of working (and appearing) in pantomime. 
Tickets at £8 each including supper are 
available from Richard West (020 8644 7834; 
richjwest@btinternet.com), but please order by 
Sunday, 8 November and advise of any dietary 
requirements. 

http://fortheloveof.org.uk/peoples-climate-march/
mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


New report reveals that Christianity is far from being extinct.         
by Mike Dales 
 

Despite negative media portrayals, most people actually like the Christians they know, 
while the vast majority of the population still identify with the Christian faith.  
 

Fifty-seven per cent of people in England call themselves Christians (though a fraction 
of those would be described as "practising") and one in five of those who don’t is open 
to finding out more about Jesus after hearing Christians talk to them about their faith. 
These are some of the findings of a new study looking at perceptions of Jesus, 
Christianity and evangelism. 
 

A coalition of church groups, supported by the majority of the mainstream 
denominations in the UK, commissioned a survey of 3,000 people living mainly in England.  The survey found that 
the majority of non-Christians know a Christian and think well of them: they are most likely to describe them as 
‘friendly’, ‘caring’, ‘good-humoured’, ‘generous’ and ‘helpful’.  And one in five non-Christians is open to finding out 
more about Jesus after hearing Christians talk to them about their faith. However, just nine per cent of those 
Christians would be described as ‘practising’ – regularly praying, reading the Bible and attending church at least 
monthly.  
 

Dr Rachel Jordan, national adviser for mission and evangelism for the Church of England, said,  
 

“The survey shows that the Church is well-connected throughout society. This connection is through the myriad of 
relationships that Christians have with the majority of the population in normal, everyday ways. What is more, 
people like their Christian friends and family members and they enjoy being with them. This is a different view of the 
Church and Christians to the one often portrayed in the media but this survey shows it is the one held by the 
majority of the population.” 
 

The survey highlighted, however, a worrying lack of religious literacy among the general English population.  39% 
of people in England do not know Jesus was a real person who actually lived. Of those who consider Jesus to have 
been a real person who walked the earth, three out of five also believe in his resurrection from the dead, as 
documented in the New Testament. When asked to pick words to describe Jesus, non-Christians were most likely 
to say he was ‘spiritual’, ‘loving’ and ‘peaceful’. 
 

Roy Crowne, executive director of HOPE, said, 
 

“It is the first time that a study like this has been done. The results are a game-changer for churches wanting to 
share the good news of Jesus. Church leaders can often get discouraged by reports of declining numbers. But 
these results show that Christianity in Britain is diverse, full of life, and many people are passionate about sharing 
their faith. The research also shows there are some big challenges for churches to face if we are to see loads more 
people becoming Christians and joining the Church.” 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the December/
January issue is 18 November.  Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

On the streets: the work of the Sutton Street Pastors     by Clive Orton 
 

Try walking very slowly down Sutton High Street on a busy Saturday afternoon. What do 
you see? At first, just a lot of people in a hurry. Look deeper, and notice the man slumped 
on a bench, the old lady struggling with her shopping, the girl in tears or the small child 
apparently alone. They all may need help – practical help, some advice, or a listening ear – 
but what can you do? 
 

The afternoon shift of Sutton Street Pastors is there every Saturday afternoon and at least 
one Friday afternoon a month to meet just such needs – ‘caring, listening and helping’ as 
their slogan says. But you can’t just jump in, you need training. Members of Churches 
Uniting in Central Sutton and the Sutton Team Ministry attended a training course in 
Clapham earlier this year, and they are now taking their places on the streets. 
 

The training course took eight Saturdays, covering a wide range of topics in the company of 
a spectrum of people from across London. Two points sum up for me the diversity of topics: awareness and 
attitude. We learnt to be more aware of people around us – their circumstances, situations and issues – and of 
ourselves. We learnt the attitude of a Street Pastor – caring, practical, but above all non-judgemental. We learnt to 
pray with others if they were willing for us to do so, but not to be pushy. 
 

Most of the trainees are now out on the streets of London on Friday and Saturday evenings. Here they do whatever 

is needed to keep the streets safe – from clearing up broken bottles to calling taxis for vulnerable clubbers who 

can’t find their way home, but always avoiding personal danger. The police are always on call if a situation looks 

threatening. A few of us chose Friday and Saturday afternoons, when in Sutton there is a less obvious but equally 

felt need. Please pray for us in this work, and perhaps consider joining us (see www.suttonstreetpastors.org). 

Sutton Street Pastors 10 Year Celebration. Thursday 3rd December at  St Nicholas.  

Refreshments from 6.45, celebration at 7.30. All are welcome. 

http://www.talkingjesus.org/

