
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

Sunday  7 June 
 
  9.00am St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity   Morning Worship   
   Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship    
  6.30pm   SBC    United Service          
 
 
Sunday 14 June 
 
  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship   
                                       Communion 
                Sally Fox 
                 Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
                 St N  Morning Worship        
  6.30pm   SBC       United Service 
 
 
Sunday 21 June 
 
  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC       Morning Worship 
                                Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Stephen Tomkins        
                                Editor of  Reform              
   St N  Morning Worship    
  6.30pm   SBC       United Service 
 
 
Sunday 28 June 
 
  9.00am    St N   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC   Morning Worship        
    Revd Mike Dales 
   Trinity   Morning Worship    

             Revd Dr David Dickinson 
          St N      Morning Worship     
  6.30pm   SBC        United Service 
 
  

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

… for help or information please contact 

June 2015 

Dear friends 
 

By the time you read this, Pentecost will have 
been celebrated in our churches.  Some of our 
churches may have chosen the Pentecost 
reading from Acts, Chapter 2, and inflicted on 
some poor soul the task of reading all the 
nationalities of the people attending Jerusalem 
for the festival!  That reading contains two of 
the most familiar symbols of the Spirit: Wind 
and Fire. 
 

However, those are not the only symbols of the 
Holy Spirit.  In fact, in my own personal 
devotional life this year I am thinking about 
some less familiar symbols and asking what 
they can teach me about God’s working in the 
world.  
 

For instance, there is the Dove – a bird of 
peace and promise in a world that seems so 
often to lack either.   
 

There is Oil, used as a symbol of the Spirit for 
the purpose of anointing people for service: am 
I serving the Lord as I ought? 
 

There is Water which is cleansing and 
refreshing.  In what aspects of my life do I need 
either of these? 
 

There is the Still, small voice of God referred to 
in the story of Elijah on the mountain: am I 
listening for God when there are so many lesser 
and more noisy things clamouring for my 
attention? 
 

There is the 
ancient Celtic 
symbol of the Wild 
Goose - a symbol 
that suggests a 
wildness and an 
untamed quality.  
Do I seek to tame 
or contain God? 
 

I wonder what symbol of the Spirit speaks most 
clearly to you?  Whatever answer you might 
have to that question, I pray that in these 
warmer months of refreshment and renewal you 
meet the Spirit in ways that build you up and 
give you peace. 
 

Your friend 
 

Mike 
 

Revd Mike Dales 
 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month.  
Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
Monday     8 June        3.00pm 
Monday   15 June        6.30pm  
Monday   13 July         3.00pm 
Monday   20 July         6.30pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship has joined with 
St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union and meetings 
take place twice a month on Wednesdays at  
2.30pm in alternate venues: 
Ist Wednesday:  St Nicholas Community Hall 
3rd Wednesday: Trinity Minor Hall 
For further information contact: 
Sylvia Robinson (Trinity)          8642 1391. 
Janet Little  (St Nicholas)         8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645.. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
ContactJane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Chuch is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

Devotions 
 

 

A Prayer for the Climate Change  
Mass Lobby of Parliament 

 
Father of creation, we thank you for all that you 

have made;  
 

For the joy and glimpses of you we find in 
nature’s beauty,  

 

For the variety of all you have provided through 
its resources.  

 

Help us to tread lightly and use wisely,  
valuing the needs of others, and of creation, 

above our own desires.  
 

Challenge us where we need to change our 
lifestyles,  

 

Convict us when we need to speak out on 
behalf of a voiceless people, or world  

 

And soften us where we have stood in 
judgement of others.  

 

Father in your mercy, change us and use us, 
For the restoration of your world, and the 

protection of all your children.  

Amen 

 

He’s got the whole world in his 
hands 

 
We’ve got the whole world in our 

hands 

  



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

 Mark’s last Sunday in Sutton! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A wonderful bring and share lunch with an 
amazing cake was followed by an inspiring 
evening service attended by friends from 
the Sutton Team Ministry, Churches 
Uniting in Central Sutton and Mark’s 
former church. Farewell Mark! 
                              

                                                                            
                     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are invited to Mark's licensing service 
at  All Saints Church South Merstham 
on Monday 27 July at 7.30pm. Speak to 
Richard West at St Nicholas if you would like 
to travel there by coach. 

 

21 June      Sunday afternoon outing 
 

Enjoy a 2 mile easy stroll  by the river through 
Morden Hall Park visiting Deen City Farm (no 
charge but donations requested) and the 
interesting buildings at Abbey Mills.  Especially 
suitable for families. 
 

We will meet at the back of Trinity Church at 
12.15 after morning service.  Bring a picnic to 
enjoy in the park. 
 

We will be travelling by car.  If you need a lift, 
or if you have space in your car and can offer 
a lift, please contact us at least a few days 
in advance so we can make sure we have 
enough transport. 
 

To say you are coming or for more information 
contact John and Deborah Wroe on 8642 
9064 or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com. 
 

Wednesday 17 June        Climate Change  
Mass Lobby of Parliament 
 
 

You are invited to 
Parliament for a day 
of action, solidarity 
and celebration of all 
the things we love 
which are affected by 
climate change. It is 
the first chance to 
talk with our newly-
elected MPs after 
May’s general election and before December's 
crucial international climate talks. 
 

We will travel to London by train and join one of 
several services at noon before the mass lobby 
from 1.00 to 4.00pm. There is to be a finale at 
4.30pm.The campaign is being organised and 
supported by a coalition including Christian Aid, 
CAFOD, Oxfam, Save the Children, Tearfund, 
World Wildlife Fund and many others. 
 

For more information visit the Climate 
Coalition or Christian Aid websites or 
contact Colin Howard on 020 8642 0583. 

Obituary    Phoebe Julia Ward 
 

Phoebe Ward, who died on 16th May 2015 
aged 93, was a Life Elder of the URC and 
played full and active parts in Lavender Hill 
URC from 1956 to 1981 and Dovercourt URC 
until 1993.  After moving to Belmont to be 
near her daughter, Phoebe worshipped at 
Trinity until immobility restricted her in older 
age.  At Phoebe's funeral we heard a most 
appropriate reading for her:  "God was your 
closest friend”. 

Thank You! 
 

£765 was raised for 
Christian Aid by the 
Mile of Money, the 
refreshments and the 
book and plant stalls 
at St Nicholas on 
Saturday 16 May. 
Thank you to all who 
contributed in so 
many different ways. 

Thank You! 

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com
http://www.theclimatecoalition.org/ClimateMarch
http://www.theclimatecoalition.org/ClimateMarch
http://blog.38degrees.org.uk/2014/09/09/join-the-peoples-climate-march/
mailto:colin@achoward.demon.co.uk?subject=Climate%20Change%20Lobby


The Children Act:   Ian McEwan (Vintage:  2015) reviewed by Dave Dickinson 
 

Two of the best known ‘facts’ about Ian McEwan is that he writes some of the best opening chapters in 
contemporary fiction and that he is a professed atheist.  The problem with the first is that some (but not all) of his 
novels tail off from chapter 2 onwards.  What’s interesting about the second is that religion is rarely absent from his 
writing.   McEwan seems to be always interested in how religion and matters of faith affect his characters.  This is 
true of his latest novel, The Children Act.      
 

The Children Act is an actual law that requires that all statutory bodies give priority to the interests of the child 
whenever making judgments about actions that will affect the child.  The protagonist of McEwan’s novel, a female 

High Court judge, deals with such tricky judgments on a daily basis.  In the first 
chapter we hear of a strict Moroccan Muslim father who wants to remove his daughter 
from the care of her English mother, another from an Orthodox Jewish community 
who wants to restrict the educational experience his ex-wife wants for their daughters 
and a Catholic couple whose religious beliefs compel them to watch their conjoined 
twins die even though the medics think they can save the stronger boy at the expense 
of his brother.  None of these cases provides the main dilemma of the novel.  Its 
primary focus is the case of a 17-year old Jehovah’s Witness who, on the basis of his 
beliefs, refuses a life-saving blood transfusion.  Although one aspect of the novel will 
stretch your credibility, there is a twist in the tale and you will be easily engrossed.      
 

We are led to ask ourselves:  is there any justification for these religious dilemmas?  

What other examples are there in our contemporary world of hurtful religion, where 

beliefs counteract rational thought and reasonable actions?  This is a provocative 

novel that people of faith would benefit from reading.  I once overheard a reader of 

Unite! questioning why we review books that no one will buy because they are 

overlong, overpriced and overcomplicated. This one is none of those!  

Come and discuss it at a Book Club meeting on Monday 6 July at 8.00pm in the Oasis at Trinity! 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.   
Copy date for the July issue is 17 June. Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

Our Wider Ecumenical Links    by Olwen Stewart 

As well as being part of CUCS we are also members of Churches Together in Sutton 
and Cheam and Churches Together in South London. CTSL has just appointed a new 
Ecumenical Officer, Claire Crowley and on behalf of CUCS I attended a Meeting of the 
Council and her Induction. I taught Claire throughout her time at senior school and have 
followed her career with interest.  

Claire was born and educated in South London, has an MA in Philosophy and 
Theology from Keble College Oxford and an MA in Dance Studies from Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire. She has been a teacher of Religious Studies and was the Deputy 
Director of Dance UK before moving to Namibia with VSO to work with a youth arts 
NGO. During her career she has gathered a range of ecumenical experiences 
including the Benedictine community at Stanbrook Abbey, a Pentecostal Church in the 
township of Windhoek and St Michael's Anglican Church in Paris. 

So many Christian churches were represented at the meeting, reflecting the ethnic and Christian diversity of South 
London! The focus of the meeting was the role of the churches in bringing about actions and policies concerned 
with the common good of all and Claire had invited three speakers to talk about some successful ecumenical 
projects. It was an eye-opener to realise how very proactive many local  Churches Together  groups are. 

Becky Mills of the Joel Community Trust  spoke about an innovative project in Kingston, supported by many local 
churches,  offering all year round shelter and holistic Christian ministry to single homeless people in the borough.                                                                                                                          

Theo Shaw highlighted the problems of debt and loans. She  is  Church Credit Champions Coordinator for South 
London and works at the Centre for Theology and Community, an ecumenical charity equipping churches to 
transform their communities. 

Norman Grigg, Superintendent of the Clapham Methodist Circuit  spoke about the Clapham Night Time Hub based 
at his church and offering a safe haven  for anyone needing  help and support following a night of partying. 
 

An important part of Claire’s job is to meet with local ecumenical projects and work with them; she would love to 
come to Sutton to meet us.  She has already made many contacts in South London and can recommend speakers 
and  put us in touch with other groups. With her commitment to ecumenism and her creativity I am sure she will 
have much to share with us as we move forward. 


