
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 2 November 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship  
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         All Saints Morning Worship with 
                 Communion 
  4.00pm                    A Service of Remembering 
  6.30pm   Trinity     United Service   Reflections 
  on All Saints and All Souls  
 

Sunday 9 November  Remembrance Sunday 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am SBC        Sunday Worship  Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
                 Trinity Parade Service 
                                 Revd Dr David Dickinson                                       
 St N Morning Worship 
  6.30pm Trinity     Fauré’s Requiem and other  
  music for Remembrance 
   

Sunday 16 November   
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am SBC Brigade Enrolment Service      
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Morning Worship  
  Revd Nick Oborski 
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  President and Preacher 
  Revd Dame Sarah Mullally  
  6.30pm  Trinity    United Service       
Fauré  

Sunday 23 November 
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    

    Revd Dr David Dickinson 
        St N    Morning Worship    Communion 
                                 Rt Revd Brian Castle 
      Bishop of Tonbridge,  
      former Curate at St Nicholas 
  6.30pm Trinity  United Service 
 

Sunday 30 November   Advent Sunday 
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    

    Revd Dr David Dickinson 
        St N    Morning Worship    Communion 

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

November 2014 

Dear friends, 
 

You may remember Nicola Adams.  She was the 
flyweight boxer with the most glorious smile who 
won an Olympic gold medal for Britain in 2012.  The 
media loved her (mostly because of that smile!) and 
interviewed her often.  She was usually asked who 
her inspirations were and every time she paid  
generous tribute to Muhammad Ali.  He was her 
inspiration and her hero. 
 

People need heroes.  We need them as examples of 
the kind of life to strive for.  The hero may be a 
sports star, or a statesman, or a soldier, or a figure 
from history – someone who represents qualities of 
life worth emulating.  I wonder who your heroes 
might be? 
 

There is a lovely passage in Hebrews chapter 12 
which reads: Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and … let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us. 
 

I once read a sermon on this passage where the 
preacher was reflecting on a particularly bad time in 
his life.  He was praying in a church one morning or, 
more accurately, struggling to pray and mostly 
failing.  Suddenly, he remembered, the light shone 
through the stained glass, and the figures began to 
glow: heroes of faith every one.  This literally 
glowing cloud of witnesses strengthened his faith 
and spurred him on to the next steps in his own 
journey. 
 

This brings us to ‘All Saints Day’: the day at the 
beginning of November when the Church 
remembers all those who have, in the wonderful 
words used by our Salvation Army friends, been 
promoted to glory.  It is a time to remember all 
those, important or not, who have served their Lord 
and who now enjoy his nearer presence.  They are 
the great cloud of witnesses who surround us as we 
face our own challenges.   
 

Our own heroes of faith may not glow to us through 
stained glass, indeed, they are more likely to be the 
unknown saints of our own story – the person who 
first talked to us about Jesus, the person who invited 
us to church, the person who was there for us when 
we most needed someone.   
 

Whoever your heroes are, All Saints gives us 
opportunity to thank God for them, and to take 
encouragement from them in the battle of faith. 
 

Mike                                     Revd Mike Dales 



 

Justine Middlemiss  reviews two films 
 
This year I’ve seen two fabulous food films – even better than weekly instalments of Bake Off – Chef and 
The Hundred-Foot Journey. Both look at the way that food can be both a source of division and tension 
within families and communities and also how it can be a force to bring people together. 
 

Chef  (starring Jon Favreau, Robert Downey Jr and Scarlett Johanssen) is set in the US and follows the 
story of a top, but dispirited, chef who, after a bad internet review and an even worse experience with 
Twitter loses his job. In the depths of despair his ex wife persuades him to launch a food truck and the rest, 
as they say, is history.  
 

Central to the plot is the re-evaluation of priorities and family relationships; we are asked over and over 
again What are the most important things in your life? What would turn your life from surviving to thriving?’. 
The soundtrack is fabulous and the cinematography so good you can almost smell the food – don’t watch it 
if you’re hungry! 
 

The Hundred-Foot Journey also has food so good you can smell it through the screen. This time it comes 
in the form of Indian and classic French cuisines. And therein lies the problem. An immigrant family – 
escaping first from violence in Mumbai and then the cold of London – discover themselves in a French 
village, opening up an Indian restaurant opposite a Michelin starred establishment. The film, directed by 
Lasse Hallstrom and starring Helen Mirren and Om Puri explores, very gently. issues of difference and 
novelty, cultural intransigence and imperialism. It looks too at the costs of assimilation in communities and 
perhaps asks the question, what are we willing to give up to fit in. 
 

Both of the films are very gentle, feel 
good films with great acting and 
amazing food. Perhaps family 
films to enjoy over the Christmas 
period (if you haven’t eaten too much 
turkey that is!) 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the December/
January issue is 19 November.   Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

A New Saint for England?       Dave Dickinson argues the case! 
 
The credibility of the Church in England is poorly served by England’s choice of St. George as patron 
saint.  Of all the saints to choose from, England chose one for whose existence 
there is no hard evidence and whose story concerns the slaying of a fabulous 
creature no one believes ever existed.  There will be some in CUCS 
congregations who think this does not matter at all, just as there will be some 
for whom All Saints (the editor’s theme for this month’s Unite!) is merely the day 
after the more exciting Halloween.  But I think it matters that, in an age of 
ignorance about Christianity, one of the few well-known facts is that George is 
England’s patron saint.  This risks rendering Christianity in England as 
incredible and fabulous as George.     
 

St. Alban would be a much more suitable patron saint of England.  Alban was 
England’s first Christian martyr who died at an unknown date towards the end of the 
third century.  His story, however, begins with Alban as a pagan giving shelter to a 
Christian priest named Amphibalus.  Impressed by his character, Alban 
converted to Christianity, then, during a period of persecution of Christians in 
Verulamium by Roman authorities, he disguised himself as the priest to allow 
him time to escape.  Alban was arrested in his place and executed.  Alban’s story is 
told in one of the most important sources for our understanding of Anglo-Saxon 
England, the Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People. Verulamium is now St Albans, where a city and cathedral provide an 
enjoyable day out. 
 

Surely, a story about hospitality, conversion, the protection of minorities and sacrificial service (and, for 
that matter, a story about someone who actually existed) is a better model of sainthood than a story of the 
dragon-slayer.     



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

The International Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fitting end to our united morning worship 
on Sunday 19 October  - to celebrate One 
World Week by sharing food from all over the 
world! The meal was organised by Trinity’s 
Mission Committee and ten different main 
courses were provided by members of our multi
-national community with everyone bringing 
starters and desserts to share.  

Just under one hundred members of our three 
churches enjoyed a wonderful meal and we 
thank all who planned, cooked and washed up. 
afterwards! 

 

Leah's Licensing 
 

On 12 October Revd Leah Philbrick was 
licensed as Community Chaplain in the parish 
of Bedwellty and New Tredegar at a service led 
by Bishop Richard Pain, Bishop of Monmouth.  
 

It was a service celebrating community and the 
aspirations of the parish to be a place of 
growing closer to God through service to each 
other and the community, offering hospitality to 
each other and others, study of scripture and 
time for prayer and growth. Leah was given 
balloons to remind her of the lightness and joy 
of the journey and we celebrated in great style. 
About 20 people from Sutton came to see Leah 
begin this new stage in her journey. 
 

 

Did you Ride or Stride? 
 

Carolyn Graham says: Congratulations to 
everyone who took part in the annual Surrey 
Churches Annual Ride and Stride event. I hope 
you had an enjoyable day and were able to 
visit a number of interesting buildings.  
 

I managed to cycle to 36 churches in Sutton 
and the surrounding areas and promised a 
special mention to our friends at St Barnabas 
who were open for refreshments and provided 
a warm welcome to both riders and striders. 
Next year the event will take place on Saturday 
12 September 2015 so add the date to your 
diary. 
 

 

 

Margaret Raw’s funeral service will take 
place on Thursday, 6 November .   
 

The cremation and committal will be followed 
by a thanksgiving service at Sutton Baptist 
Church at 12.30pm to which all her many 
friends are warmly invited and will be followed 
by refreshments in the church hall. 

Join us for these United Services  
 

Sunday 16 November  6.30 at Trinity 
 

Iain Reid, Trinity member, will be speaking 
about his collaboration with New Testament 
scholar William Barclay  on their book Arguing 
about Christianity. 
 

Sundays 9 and 30 November 6.30 at Trinity 
 

Choristers from our three churches lead 
worship for Remembrance Sunday and Advent 
Sunday. 
 

Sunday 7 December 10.30 at St Nicholas 
 

United Morning Worship to mark the 
culmination of St Nicholas’ 150th celebrations. 

Sunday Afternoon Outings  
 

We invite everyone from the CUCS to join us for 
these Sunday afternoon trips: 
 

Sunday 2 November    Southwark Cathedral 
 

A tour of Southwark Cathedral followed by 
Evensong at 3.00pm. 
 

Sunday 14 December  Museum of Childhood 
 

Meet after morning service at about 12.00 
midday at the back of Sutton Baptist Church to 
join us for a visit to the V&A Museum of 
Childhood in Bethnal Green, which will be 
showing a special exhibition of dolls’ houses.  
 

We will be travelling by train/bus/tube so bring 
your Oyster card or equivalent, and bring a 
packed lunch. We can have tea in the museum 
café. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact John and Deborah Wroe (8642 
9064 or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com) for more 
information. 

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups will meet twice 
a month in future:  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
 
Monday   10 November:       3.00pm 
Monday   17 November:       7.45pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring  Sylvia Robinson 8642 
1391.or Margaret Jeffery 8874 7108  

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 
 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

Devotions 
         

 

A Prayer of 
Remembrance 
 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  
Amen. 
 

                   


