
 Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 Sunday 7 December  
 

  9.00am St N No service 
10.30am St N 150th Celebration Service                                                                                                        
                                  United Worship 
                                  Bishop Christopher                               
  6.30pm   SBC United Service 
 

Sunday 14 December 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    Communion
  Revd Roger Hoath 
 Trinity Morning Worship    
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship   Communion  
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
  6.30pm                 Carolling at St Barnabas  
 

21-28 December  See Christmas Worship 
 

Sunday 4 January 
 

  9.00am St N          Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC          Morning Worship  
   Led by SBC Deacons 
 Trinity  Covenant Sunday Communion
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N          Morning Worship     Communion 
 

Sunday 11 January 
 

   9.00am St N          Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   SBC          Morning Worship  Communion 
   Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd David Tatem 
 St N          Morning Worship Communion 
 

Sunday 18 January     
 

   9.00am      St N         Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am     Trinity       United Morning Worship 
    Revd Dr David Dickinson  
  6.30 pm   Christchurch     United Service 
              Churches Together in Sutton and Cheam  
 

Sunday 25 January  
 

  9.00am St N   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC   Morning Worship  Communion 
    Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity   Morning Worship 
    Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N   Morning Worship  Communion 
 

 

With the exception of 18 January  United Evening 
Services in January are at 6.30pm at Sutton Baptist. 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

December 2014  January 2015 

Dear friends, 
 

There is no single Christmas story.  There is one 
that tells of a census displacing the holy family from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, angels and shepherds and 
another that tells of wise men from the east and the 
holy family fleeing into Egypt as refugees from a 
murderous tyrant.  Often, in conflating these two 
incompatible stories in nativity plays we lose some 
of their insights.  
 

Of the several unifying themes in the stories, one 
leaps out at me this year.  This is the theme of 
hospitality.  Over each contemporary Christmas, 
organisations such as Shelter and Crisis offer 
hospitality to men and women who are usually 
without a home;  many churches supply gifts and 
host meals for people who would otherwise be on 
their own;  and families and friends enjoy partying 
together around the dinner table. Indubitably, 
hospitality is a feature of the modern Christmas.   
 

In Luke’s narrative, shepherds entertained angels 
and attended to their message, an innkeeper offered 
to his visitors the best available room for the night in 
a crowded Bethlehem and the holy family received 
their guests graciously, though it is often argued that 
the shepherds were cast out of ordinary society by 
dint of their work.  In Matthew’s narrative, the holy 
family received foreigners into their home (there’s no 
stable in Matthew’s gospel) and accepted peculiar 
gifts.  Later, they themselves found refuge in a 
foreign country.  Hospitality is a feature of the 
Gospels’ infancy narratives.      
 

The Greek word for hospitality is philoxenos, which 
literally means “stranger loving.”  It’s the opposite of 
xenophobia (a word with which you might be familiar 
because we use it in our own language to mean 
‘fear of foreigners’).  I find that the New Testament’s 
stories of Jesus’ birth and infancy demonstrate both 
the virtue of hospitality and the delight to be found in 
hosting people of difference.  The modern Church, 
therefore, has no truck with those who are 
suspicious of visitors, migrants and foreigners;  
Christians are welcoming and open to others.  As 
Matthew’s Jesus went on to say, “When we 
welcome a stranger, we welcome Christ” (25: 25).  
 

So an unorthodox Christmas greeting to close this 
pastoral letter:  I hope you enjoy giving and receiving 
some hospitality this Christmas.  

  
   

           Revd Dr David Dickinson 



Prof Rt Rev Baron Richard Harries of Pentregarth,  
 

well known as the previous Bishop of Oxford,  
is giving an illustrated lecture at  

 

Trinity on Tuesday 2 December at 7.30pm 
 

It will be based on Lord Harries' recent book  
 

The Image of Christ in Modern Art  
(2013) ISBN 978-1-4094-6382-5 

 

Cost: £5.00 tickets available in our churches and at the door. 
Light suppers (soup, baked potatoes, cake, tea and coffee)  

will be available in the Terrace Room from 6pm. 
 
Walking on Water 111  Roger Wagner   

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the February issue 
is 14 January.   Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

‘Making peace’ on earth          by Mark Pullinger 
 
I wonder. I wonder what would be yours. Do you already have 
something in mind, with an eager yearning for revelation on the 25 
December?. The shops are all already aglow with their multi-coloured-
sparkly-blingey excesses,  with light and decorations, borrowed shapes 
from an ancient story, all seeking to consume our every sense, inviting 
us in. Each glittering grotto filled, they hope, with the best Christmas 
presents in the world. 
 

In this year of the commemoration of the start of the Great War  in 1914, 
I was just reflecting back on Michael Morpurgo (Children’s Laureate and 
author of War Horse etc.) and his story book called The Best Christmas 
Present in the World based on an oft recounted memory of the truce in 
the trenches at Christmas. In it, a battered old roll top desk was found in 
a junk shop within which a secret drawer and a small tin  labelled ‘Jim’s 
last letter, received 25 January, 1915. To be buried with me when the 
time comes’. Inside was a letter to Connie Macpherson, from her 
husband Jim who was at the battlefront in the trenches. The letter 
describes with wonder the events of Christmas Day 1914, when with a 
few shouted encouragements men from both sides of the lines stepped 
up and approached one another cautiously in no-man’s land from each 
side of the lines  
 

….all along their line and ours I could see men walking slowly towards one another, grey coats, khaki coats meeting 
in the middle. In the middle of war we were making peace. And men met and talked of their shared interests, shared 
their meagre rations, kicked a football around, until the time came and …..it was all over. I wished Hans well and told 
him I hoped he would see his family again soon, that the fighting would end and we could all go home. “I think that is 

what every soldier wants on both sides,” Hans Wolff said. …….  
We had our time of peace and goodwill, a time I will treasure as long as I shall live. 

 

Yes, a most beautifully stylised and crafted account of a memory of an oft-told event 100 years ago from the 
macabre, brutal and deathly space of war, and yet it holds a deep truth that for people of goodwill ‘peace’ is deeply 
desired, and is a gift to treasure – the best. 
 

Amongst  the sparkling festive arrays, we hold, and treasure too, the story that took place in the no person ’s time of 
the midnight hours, when, despite the clarion calls of the angels above bursting in the skies - Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace on those to whom his favour rests – only a few heard its potential and promise for peace 
on earth. 
 

The gift to earth, the best gift to earth given by God, was his son Jesus…...the Prince of Peace. We must listen again 
for that ancient song amongst the glitzy Hallelujah choruses of the season – and wonder again at the gift of the Christ 
Child. The one who came to show there is another way to find life, and life for all in fullness.  A life other than in the 
death-ridden warring madnesses of our own minds, our communities, and between nations and ideologies. There is a 
peace that is possible in the truths this child will bring. A story wondrously written - a message we will reflect and 
proclaim in readings and songs and carols in many ways over the coming weeks. Joyful amongst the festive, but oh 
so transient sparkly stuff, may we find space,  time and opportunity to once again engage deeply into the eternal gift 
of the peace-filled Christ-life given to us.  Not looking back with yearning to We had our time of peace and goodwill…’ 
but looking forward with prayer-filled hope and loving actions in faith and wonder to be those who are ‘making peace’ 
-  for that is our calling in Christ. Within us is the treasure of eternal peace – for our world we have received the The 
Best Christmas Present in the World! 
 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

A Great Achievement! 

Sandy Atfield (nee Harbottle) planned a trek from 
Sutton to the Eden Project in Cornwall during 
September, to raise funds for the Lymphoma 
Association in memory of her brother Malcolm who 
was a keen gardener until he fell ill. Before the 
journey Sandy and Richard and members of the 
family were blessed by the Bishop of Croydon who 
was visiting St Nicholas’.They walked the 300 miles 
and so far have raised over £4,500 for the 
Lymphoma Association. 

SBC Girls’ Brigade at the Cenotaph  

 

 

 

 

 

This year our Company was chosen to represent 
The Girls Brigade at the national service of 
Remembrance at the Cenotaph on Sunday 9 
November 2014 
 

Six members of our 11+ age group took part in the 
service and march past and felt greatly honoured to 
be chosen to be part of this memorable occasion. 
We joined the thousands of other representatives 
who were there to remember the sacrifice made over 
the many years by the many men and women, some 
not much older than themselves.  
 

In the afternoon they visited the Tower of London to 
view the poppies and truly appreciated how many 
lives were laid down during WW1 so we could live in 
freedom and peace 
 

Christmas Cyclamen 
 
If you have been given a cyclamen 
which is now not wanted please 
could you give it to Sheila Booth who 
is trying to grow them under Trinity’s 
copper beech tree. 0208715 0514  

 

 

 

 
Christmas Worship in 
Churches Uniting in 

Central Sutton 
 
 
 
Sutton Baptist Church 
 

Sunday        21 December 
10.30am       Christmas Morning Worship 
                     Revd Mike Dales 
 6.30pm        Service of Lessons and Carols            
                     united at Trinity 
 

Wednesday  24 December Christmas Eve 
11.30pm        Midnight Communion 
      united at St Nicholas 
 

Thursday      25 December Christmas Day 
10.30am       Family Christmas Worship 
      united at Trinity 
 

Sunday         28 December 
10.30am        CUCS United Christmas Worship 
                      Revd Mike Dales 
                      No evening service 
 

 

St Nicholas Parish Church 
 

Sunday          21 December 
  9.00am         Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am    Morning Worship       Communion 
              Revd Sarah Sewell 
  6.30pm    Sutton Team Carol Service  
                       united at Christ Church 
 

Wednesday    24 December Christmas Eve 
  3.30pm     Christingle Service 
11.30pm     Midnight Communion  
                        united with Sutton Baptist Church 
 

Thursday        25 December Christmas Day        
10.30am     Family Communion   
                        Revd Justine Middlemiss 
 

Sunday           28 December 
10.30am          CUCS United Christmas Worship  
                        at SBC 
                        No evening service 
                

 

Trinity URC/Methodist Church 
 

Sunday           21 December 
10.30am          Junior Church Nativity Service 
     6.30pm          Service of Lessons and Carols            
                        united with Sutton Baptist Church 
 

Wednesday    24 December   Christmas Eve 
 

  3.30pm          Crib service for young children 
11.15pm          Candlelight Service 
 

Thursday        25 December Christmas Day 
10.30am          Family Christmas Worship  
                        united with SCB                  
 

Sunday           28 December  
10.30am          CUCS United Christmas Worship  at                                                                           
        SBC 
                        No evening service 

 

Sunday Afternoon Outings 
 

14 December   Relive your childhood memories at 
the Museum of Childhood (free entry) and see their 
new Exhibition At Home in a Doll's House - a history 
of the home, everyday lives and changing family 
relationships.  Meet at the back of Sutton Baptist 
Church at noon after morning service.  Bring a 
packed lunch and you will need an Oyster 
Travelcard or equivalent. 
 

11 January  This time we are going to Central 
London to the National Gallery where we will join a 
free one hour guided tour learning about several 
paintings.  Meet at the back of Trinity Church at 
noon.  
 

For rmore information contact John and Deborah 
Wroe on 8642 9064 or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com. 

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
 

Monday       8 December:       3.00pm 
Monday     15 December:       7.45pm 
Monday     12 January            3.00pm 
Monday     19 January            7.45pm 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring  Sylvia Robinson 8642 
1391.or Margaret Jeffery 8874 7108  

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

           Devotions 
 

by Justine Middlemiss 
 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things  
 

In this season when we are being bombarded with 
adverts for things we neither want nor need I 
thought it might be time to focus on the core of our 
being as Christians… 
 

I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, 

rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, 

put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you, 

or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you, 

or brought low for you; 
let me be full, 

let me be empty, 
let me have all things, 
let me have nothing: 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be 

ratified in heaven. 
 

Many readers of Unite! will recognize this as being 
the Methodist Covenant used annually as part of the 
Methodist Covenant Service ( on the first Sunday in 
January) and so in the lives of our brothers and 
sisters at Trinity. 
 

I first came across it in an edition of The Tablet, the 
Roman Catholic magazine, in its Winds of the Spirit 
section and it became one of the bits of paper stuck 
in my Bible – a reminder that I exist not merely for 
my own pleasure and to enjoy life in all its richness 
(although I believe that that is part of Jesus’ 
promise, to bring life in all its fullness) but that such 
fullness may also contain pain, suffering, good times 
and bad times and that none of these may be 
shirked, but all experienced in the knowledge of 
God’s presence and commitment to us as we 
commit ourselves to God. And as the Methodist 
Church points out, it is a hard prayer to say and 
mean.  
 

As we approach a new year (yes, really!) it might be 
time to renew our commitment to live our lives in 
and with God, for God and through God. 

                   


