
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

 

Sunday 7 September 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship  
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship    Communion 
  Junior Church Promotion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship    Communion 
                 Bishop Jonathan 
  6.30pm  Trinity      United Service  
 
 
 

Sunday 14 September 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP singing) 
10.30am SBC         Morning Worship      Communion 
  Don Axcell 
  Christian Police Association 
 Trinity Morning Worship                                            
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N         Morning Worship     Baptism  
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm Trinity     United Service 
  Theme 14/21/28 September: Matters of the Mind 
 

 
 

Sunday 21 September    
   

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
  Revd Bill McIlroy 
 Trinity  Morning Worship  
  Revd John Joseph 
 St N Morning Worship  Communion 
  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  Revd Leah Philbrick (pch)  
  6.30pm  Trinity    United Service 
 

 
Sunday 28 September  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship  Communion   

   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
        St N   Team Service    Christ Church 
                                 All age Communion  
               Farewell to Revd Leah Philbrick 
  6.30pm Trinity  United Service 
 

  
  

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

September 2014 

Dear friends, 
 

One of the most memorable weekends in my 
working life was one in the middle years of the 
last decade of the last century.  The church 
where I worked was at the end of a cul-de-sac, 
next door to a synagogue, and the only other 
buildings in the street were the public 
conveniences, the local library and our manse.  
I met the rabbi frequently and regarded him as 
the finest minister in the town.  Between us we 
arranged a special weekend. 
 

He invited members of our congregation to 
attend the Sabbath service and he asked me to 
preach.  It was the only time in my life I felt like 
Jesus.  Usually I feel unlike him.  I sat during the 
readings from the Torah and the prophets and, 
as I listened to these, I thought, Jesus once sat 
like this waiting to speak in the synagogue. 
(Luke 4).  I preached on the passages the 
assistant rabbi had read, knowing that these 
were our shared scriptures.  I spoke to Jews 
and Christians and sensed some of the 
differences in the way we used these texts. 
 

Next morning, Andrew and his congregation 
came to the Methodist Church where we 
celebrated the Eucharist.  He preached 
magnificently in the context of Holy Communion.  
If I had felt like Jesus, I am not sure who 
Andrew felt like!  The Christians in the 
congregation felt that we were listening to a 
father in the faith. 
 

It was interesting that while we each thought it 
would be difficult for us and our respective 
congregations to attend each other’s services, 
no one found it difficult.  Quite the opposite.  We 
understood each other better.  And we had a 
better self-understanding because we had taken 
the risk of crossing into unfamiliar territory.   
 

It seems to me (does it to you, too?) that much 
in our world would be better, if more of us were 
ready to make similar crossings over religious 
divisions.     
 
 
   

 Revd David Dickinson 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Groups will meet twice 
a month in future:  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
 
Monday   8 September:       3.00pm 
Monday 15  September:      7.45pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 
 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

                    Devotions 
     

The story, Lord, is as old as history, 
as remorseless as man: 
Man the raider, the plunderer, the terrorist, 
the conqueror, 
Defiling the light of dawn with 
The conspiracies of night, 
Perverting to evil the fine instruments of nature, 
Dealing fear among the tents and the 
homesteads 
Of the unsuspecting or the weak, 
Confiscating, purloining, devastating. 
 

The passions are more subtle in our time — 
The fire-power of bombs for the dust-clouds of 
cavalry, 
Napalm and incendiary and machines in the 
skies, 
Devices for war decrying the stars, 
New skills with the same curse of destruction, 
The sanctity of mankind in the jeopardy of 
techniques, 
Gracelessness against the majesty on high. 
 

By the truth of the eternal exposure, 
By the reckoning of the eternal justice, 
By compassion upon kin and kind, 
By the awe of thy sovereignty, 
Turn our deeds, O good Lord, 
Repair our ravages, 
Forgive our perversities. 
O God, give peace, grateful peace. 
 

Kenneth Cragg 

CUCS Singers and Friends! 
 

Stephen Haylett invites you to join Trinity Choir 
for the following occasions: 
 

CUCS United  Service at Trinity on Sunday, 
12 October at 10.30am.  It would be splendid to 
have a united choir for the occasion.  We'll 
devote part of the previous two 
Thursday evenings (2 and 9 October)  at 8pm in 
the Parlour at Trinity to preparing an anthem for 
this service. 
 

Fauré's Requiem at Trinity on Remembrance 
Sunday 9 November  at 6.30pm.  Rehearsals 
will start on Thursday, 9 October at 8pm and 
weekly thereafter.  Stephen’s ambition is to 
have a choir at least as big as the one we had 
for Stainer's Crucifixion at Easter.   

We ask you to tell your 'singer' friends about 
this event, and encourage them to come and 
sing with us. It's a wonderful piece! We will also 
be singing other pieces since the Fauré 
is relatively short. 



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

Tennis Club Finals Day 
 

Saturday 12 July dawned 
warm and dry for Sutton 
Churches Tennis Club Finals 
Day. A thrilling afternoon of 
tennis brought some new 
winners to grace the honours 
boards.  Justine came to present the trophies 
and everything was concluded before the rain 
set in. Many thanks must go to those friends 
who came to support the event along with those 
members who worked hard on the day to make 
it a success. Our club caters for players from 3 
to 80+ so if you would like to know more about 
the club and the sessions /coaching we offer 
please look at our website at 
www.clubtennis.co.uk  

Girls’ Brigade News 
 

On Saturday 28 June four girls and a leader 
from 1st Sutton Company were invited to 
represent Girls’ Brigade at a very special 
service held at the Royal Hospital Chelsea.   
 

The Drumhead Service was held in the 
presence of Her Majesty the Queen, the Duke 
of Edinburgh, other members of the Royal 
Family and dignitaries, to commemorate the 
assassination of Archduke Ferdinand which was 
the catalyst for the outbreak of the First World 
War.  
 

The girls performed ushering duties and were 
then seated to take part in the service led by the 
Bishop of London. Afterwards they were spoken 
to by Prince Edward. The girls were very proud 
to represent GB and honoured to be part of 
such a unique occasion - their only 
disappointment was that HRH Princes William 
and Harry did not attend!   
 

St Nicholas 150
th

 Celebrations 
 

You are invited to an Old Time Music Hall on 
Saturday 13 September at 7pm in St Nicholas 
Community Hall. Tickets at £15 are available 
from Richard West (020 8644 7834; 
richjwest@btinternet.com).  
 
5 October 2014 Sunday afternoon outing 

 

Join us for a picnic 
and a short, easy 
walk around the top 
of Box Hill and a visit 
to the Information 
Centre.   
 

Meet at the back of  
St Nicholas Church 
at 12.00 noon after 
morning service.  If 
you plan to come, 

and especially if you need a lift or can offer a 
spare seat in your car to get to Box HIll, please 
contact John and Deborah Wroe (tel 020 8642 
9064, email john.p.wroe@btinternet.com). 

 

 

Congratulations! 
 

We congratulate the Revd Martin Camroux on 
being awarded his PhD, which explored 
Ecumenical Church Renewal; the example of 
the United Reformed Church. 
 
Well done Harry! 

 

Harry Aikines-Aryeetey, (third from the left) 
whose family worships at Trinity. was part of 
the 100m relay team which won the gold medal 
at the European Championships in August. He 
also won a personal bronze medal in the 100m 
sprint. Harry had  already won a silver medal at 
the Commonwealth Games as a member of 
the relay team which came second to Jamaica. 
 
Churches Annual Ride and Stride  

This event  will take place. on Saturday 
13 September. I am the contact for SBC and 
as usual will be riding around the area on the 
day, but you may choose to ‘stride’ instead. I 
have a list of participating churches and if any 
one wishes to organise a walk (ideally 
sponsored) I can give them the information to 
plan a route. If anyone is interested in joining a 
cycling group please let me know as there will 
be several rides available. 
 

The Surrey Churches Preservation Trust aims 
to raise funds to help with  
the costs of maintaining churches within our 
locality and looks more favourably on those 
who have supported the Ride and Stride day. 
Both St Nicholas and Trinity have benefitted 
from this scheme in the past. 
 

You can do as little or as much as you want 
and  you could use the day as an opportunity 
to visit churches you have often passed, but 
not had an opportunity to go inside. 
 

Carolyn Graham 0208 642 3584 

http://www.clubtennis.co.uk
mailto:richjwest@btinternet.com


 

Mike Dales reviews Noah 
 
 

Noah, directed by Darren Aronofsky and starring Russell Crowe in 
the titular role, was a film released in cinemas last April.  It is now 
available on DVD from the usual sources. 
 

At just over two hours running time, the director did not restrict 
himself to the Biblical story, but supplemented it with material from 
other ancient sources as well as his own speculative imagination.  
The result is a powerful epic, shot through with visual splendour, 
even if the Biblical purists will raise an eyebrow from time to time.   
 

The world of Noah is a desolate one.  The landscape (filmed in 
Iceland) has an apocalyptic feel as those descended from Cain have 
brought the world to the brink of destruction.  The world is corrupt, 
wicked and in decline.   But Noah, of the righteous line of Seth, 

receives a vision from the Creator: the world will be cleansed and all its creatures - mankind aside - must 
be saved.  
 

Crowe does a fine job playing the brooding, obsessed Noah.  His Noah is a tormented character, bowing 
to God's will even as he considers his own fragile humanity.  He makes Noah's self-doubt believable as the 
film explores the tension between blind faith and free choice.  Is he obeying orders or playing God?  In 
answer to that question, Noah finds himself at odds with his own family who reflect a compassion for the 
doomed that Noah apparently lacks. 
 

In other words, this is not a Sunday school account of Noah’s Ark, but an exploration of big ideas about 
man versus nature and good versus evil.  The intent is both to instil awe and to provoke debate.   
 

At SBC we will be watching the film on September 6th.  If anyone would like to join us please give me 
(Mike) a ring for details.  You will be very welcome. 
 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the October issue 
is 17 September.   Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

Leah Philbrick reflects on her time in Sutton 
 
Many people ask me, both here and across the Atlantic, why I am living in the UK.  It is true, I miss my 
family and the special beauty of the sea and mountains of New Hampshire, but my answer is always the 
same, the people.  Not just people in general abstract terms, but the specific people with whom I get to 
share community.  And I have been privileged and blessed to share in the community of Sutton, and 
particularly of the many churches of Sutton over these last three years as I have served as a ‘curate-in-
training’ in the Sutton Team. 
 

As a ‘curate-in-training’ I have, in part, been here to learn and experience what I would call the ‘nuts-and-
bolts’ of ministry, including but not limited to baptisms, weddings, and funerals; presiding at Communion, 
leading worship and preaching; and some of the ins and outs of church leadership from PCCs to how to 
spot dry-rot.  And I have been incredibly well supported and encouraged by the community here as I have 
undertaken to learn these things, some of which I am more naturally inclined toward than others. However, 
these have really only been the ‘nuts-and-bolts’, as essential as they may be for my future ministry.   
 

What has truly been at the heart of my time here in Sutton is being part of this community as we are 
formed and shaped by our experience of seeking to live out the good news of Christ in Sutton together.  
For me, this is where the true church, the people of God emerge.  In our relationships with one another, as 
we support and encourage, as well as from time to time bear with and forgive another in the messiness of 
community. I’ve always liked messy church! 
 

It seems right then, that my next stage of ministry takes me to be a community chaplain in South Wales.  
For me this is an uncharted territory and an unknown adventure, but it will be a place, like every place, that 
will share in all the strengths and weaknesses of community as it seeks to be the Body of Christ there.  I 
am incredibly sad to be leaving this community in Sutton, but also incredibly thankful for the community 
that it is, knowing that God has a particular calling for God’s people here, to be the body Christ, and to 
extend itself in community for the sake of others.  And I will be praying for you as I hope you will for me as 
we continue to be the body of Christ together. 


