
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

 

 

Sunday   7 February 
 

  9.00am St N  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC  Morning Worship 
   Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity   Morning Worship       Communion 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
  St N         Morning Worship     Communion 
  6.30pm    Trinity  United Service         
The first three Sunday evening services in February. 
will  be Personal Reflections on Jesus’s Journey to 
Jerusalem in Luke’s Gospel. 

 
 
Sunday   14 February 
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship         Communion     
                  Revd Mike Dales 
                    Trinity  Morning Worship 
   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
                    St N  Morning Worship  
  6.30pm      Trinity   United Service 
 

 
Sunday   21 February 
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC         Morning Worship 
                                   Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Revd Dr David Dickinson     
   St N  Morning Worship     Communion 
  6.30pm     Trinity    United Service 
 

 
Sunday   28 February 
 

  9.00am  St N  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am  SBC  Morning Worship   Communion 
                                   Revd Mike Dales 
  Trinity   Morning Worship             
   Revd Dr David Dickinson   
   St N  Morning Worship     Communion 
  6.30pm     Trinity    United Service 
   Preview of The Easter Experience  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity) 
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
 

Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 

February 2016 

Dear friends, 
 

This year Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,  February 
10th  and ends with Easter on Sunday March 27th. 
Lent is not, as one wit suggested, the fluff you find in 
your belly button, but is the period of forty days (not 
counting Sundays) that lead up to Easter. The 
Church has celebrated this season since the fourth 
century and it has come to be known as a period of 
spiritual renewal in preparation for the joy and hope 
of Easter morning. 
 

Lent represents forty days to repent, to put aside the 
distractions of the world and to be reminded of all 
that God has done in Christ, particularly his 
resurrection which we celebrate on Easter morning. 
 

There are different ways to engage in spiritual 
renewal. Some people give up cherished things, a 
practice which was inspired by Jesus’ forty days of 
fasting in the wilderness. Have you ever given 
anything up for the season of Lent or perhaps taken 
on a spiritual challenge or discipline? If not, consider 
doing so this year. It is a powerful experience for 
many Christians 
 

However, there is an alternative to giving something 
up: you can do something new! 
 

This is where our Lent course comes in. Over the 
past few years the churches our covenant have 
organized a series of talks, led by the different 
ministers and often based on their particular fields of 
expertise. These talks have been valued and no 
doubt we shall do something similar in the future. 
 

This year we have decided to ring the changes with 
a series of meetings in people’s homes. Each group 
will include people from each of our churches and 
will therefore be the means by which we get to know 
each other better. I personally am quite excited by 
the response so far, especially from people who do 
not usually participate in our Lenten activities. 
 

Can I therefore encourage you to be part of this? 
The deadline for registering comes at about the 
same time as this issue of Unite! is released, so you 
will need to be quick! But whether or not you are 
able to be part of the Lent groups, our prayer is that 
you will experience the richness of God’s grace as 
we prepare ourselves for and look forward to Easter 
morning.  
 

Your friend, 

Mike                                         Revd Mike Dales 

 
… for help or information please contact 



 

Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 

Christian Meditation Groups meet twice a 
month. Contact Pamela Ford:  8642 5914 
 

Monday     8 February    3.00pm 
Monday   15 February    6.30pm 
Monday   14 March         3.00pm 
Monday   21 March         6.30pm 
 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 

St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union usually meets 
on the first  Wednesday of the month in  St 
Nicholas Community Hall. All are welcome. 
For further information contact: 
Janet Little  8715 6843   

The Growing Group meets fortnightly on a 
Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to 
enjoy a variety of activities including coffee, 
films and outings. It is open to women of any 
age. For further details of the programme 
contact: Carole Adams 07711879645 .or see: 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk  
 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514 
 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time 
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior 
school. A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 
 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 
 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

Coffee and Craft meets in the Oasis at 
Trinity, 10.00-11.30am usually on the third 
Friday of the month. Meet with others and work 
on your knitting, sewing, paper craft or other 
project. Beginners welcomed! Contact: 
Deborah Wroe:  8642 9064,   
 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Chuch is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

The Conclusion of the Ecumenical 
Review Process    by Mike Dales 

 

Just over one year ago representatives of our CUCS 
Churches first met to begin a review of our 
ecumenical relationship.   Such a review was well 
overdue as we originally signed our Local 
Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) covenant in 2001 and, 
apart from a brief review in 2008, we have made no 
provision for reflection.  After several such meetings, 
as well as internal discussions within our own church 
bodies, we are now in a position to summarise our 
conclusions. 
 

The review threw up a number of areas of concern.  
There was a startling degree of agreement between 
us as to the questions and challenges we face – 
almost all the points listed here were raised by more 
than one church, frequently all of them. 
 

The most pressing challenge, by universal 
agreement, was the lack of engagement in our 
ecumenical process.  How do we engage our 
members in the ecumenical adventure, when so 
many seem content with their own church, and are 
reluctant to attend events beyond Sunday morning 
worship?   A related challenge identified was the 
need for ecumenical education: could part of our 
problem be that our newer people simply do not 
know or understand our particular ecumenical 
heritage here in Sutton?   
 

Other identified issues included: better quality social 
engagement between members of our churches, 
better communications, especially in those forms of 
communication utilized by younger people (eg 
Twitter, Facebook), and a concern about the waste 
of resources implied by three large buildings within a 
stone’s throw of one another.  All of these issues, will 
form part of the background to any further 
discussions about events and activities we engage in 
together. 
 

However, the review also recognized that our 
churches are, in many ways, not the same as when 
the LEP Covenant was signed.  All of us have newer 
members and friends, many of whom have little or no 
ecumenical experience: this has become more 
significant as the generation which drove the original 
ecumenical engagement has decreased.  In addition 
to this, the dynamics between our churches have 
changed, not least due to the creation of the 
Anglican Sutton Team. Ministry.  Nothing ever 
remains the same, and it is true that the changes in 
people and structures we have seen have changed 
the nature of our ecumenical relationship. 
 

Bearing all this in mind, we would want to affirm the 
value of the things we do together: a shared 
magazine, shared evening services, united morning 
services several times a year, celebrating festivals 
together, and so on.  We would also want to 
celebrate the many good friendships which have 
sprung up over the years, which will endure whatever 
the future may hold.   
 

It is clear that no one wanted to withdraw from the 
partnership; we all cherished and valued the status 
quo whilst acknowledging the need to continue to 
educate congregations and continue with our 
commitment to ecumenism.  We have a desire to 
improve communication and a commitment to 
continue to work together collaboratively whilst 
accepting that a new shape may emerge in the 
future.   

  



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

 

 

There’s still time……..just! 

Yes, it’s not too late to join a Lent Group as 
long as you fill in a form online at 
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk as soon as 
possible, or speak to one of the clergy, or 
contact Deborah Wroe directly as she is 
organising the groups (8642 9064).  

The groups will meet once a week for four 
weeks from 15 February, during the day and in 
the evenings in people’s homes (one daytime 
group will be held at Trinity Oasis) and you will 
be able to meet people from your own church 
and from CUCS and the Sutton Team Ministry. 
We will be discussing passages from St John’s 
Gospel In a relaxed and friendly setting to help 
us on our journey through Lent. 

Calling all Singers!  
 

Singers are warmly invited to join a United 
Choir for a performance of Mozart's Requiem 
at Trinity Church, Sutton, on Palm Sunday, 20 
March at 6.30pm 
 

This is a wonderful and inspiring work which 
contains some of Mozart's most powerful and 
dynamic choral writing, from the sublime 
Lachrymosa to the thrilling cries of the Dies 
Irae so do come and join us. 
 

Rehearsals for the performance will take place 
on Thursday evenings at 8pm in the Parlour at 
Trinity, and access is through a red door round 
the back of the church in Hill Road, and up two 
flights of stairs. Vocal scores will be provided. 
Just turn up as soon as possible! 

 

Sunday afternoon outing 
 

There is no outing in February but join us on 
Sunday 6 March for a visit to the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, which has a special 
exhibition celebrating 40 years of Theatre in 
London and New York 

We also hope to join a one  hour tour of Britain 
1500-1900. 
 

More details next month or please contact:  
John and Deborah Wroe    8642 9064,  
email:  john.p.wroe@btinternet.com  
 

The Easter Experience 
 

You may not be a pupil at a Sutton Primary 
School but you too can experience this 
dramatic version of the last week of Jesus’ life 
with members of our congregations taking part.  
 

Come along to the evening service at Trinity at 
6.30pm on Sunday 28 February. 
 

Borrow a Book 
 

A copy of O Sing Unto the Lord:  A History of 
English Church Music by Andrew Gant, who 
gave the second Trinity Advent Lecture can be 
borrowed from Trinity Church Deacons' Vestry 
by anyone who wants to consult or read it.   

The Frugal Supper:  a challenge for Lent  
  

Churches Uniting in Central Sutton invite you to 
mark the beginning of Lent by giving up your 
usual evening meal on 10 February, Ash 
Wednesday and donating the money 
saved.  There will be a frugal supper in Trinity 
Oasis at 7pm. Tickets, priced £3, will be 
available from representatives at each church.  
 

The proceeds will go to the Christian Aid 
partnership project Empowering women and 
Girls in South America which will improve 
health care. The European Union has pledged 
to match every pound raised for this project with 
three more.   

 

 

 

 

 
The supper at Trinity will include devotional 
readings and music and will finish in time for 
those who wish to attend the Ash Wednesday 
Service at St Nicholas at 8pm. 

In Memoriam 
 

Margaret Richards Marchant  

Margaret Marchant died on 30 December 
2015 aged 80. Many at Trinity Church will 
remember Margaret for her voluntary service 
in the Oasis Centre. We remember her 
widower, Reg, in our prayers. 

Joan Rosa Jay 

Joan Jay died aged 88 on 5 January 2016. 
She was a long-time, faithful member of 
Trinity Church who was particularly supportive 
of the Women's Fellowship. We remember her 
family in our prayers.      

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com


 

Introducing Malcolm Guite                                                            by Deborah Wroe 
 

To mark Epiphany on 6 January a small group who had been following the CUCS recommended Advent 
book, Waiting on the Word met to share poems from this anthology and learn a little more about the 
Christian poet Malcolm Guite. 
 

We were impressed by the range of poets represented in this Advent anthology and had found Malcolm 
Guite’s comments helpful and penetrating.  Some of us had enjoyed reading familiar poets such as 
Milton, Hardy and George Herbert while others were keen to explore further the work of contemporary 
poets such as Luci Shaw and Scott Cairns.  We found Malcolm Guite’s own finely wrought poems 
moving and we were intrigued to read his notes on his own process of composition. 
 

Born in Nigeria and brought up in Africa and Canada, Malcolm Guite is a poet and singer-songwriter 
living in Cambridge, where he also works as a priest and academic. In addition to his books of theology 
and literary criticism he has published well received collections of poetry. 
 

He has been chaplain at Girton college in Cambridge for the 
past seven years and is also one of the Clergy at St. Edward 
King and Martyr, in the centre of Cambridge.  He has a rock 
band called Mystery Train and is part of a jazz-poetry 
performance collective called riprap. He has three cds out and 
gives regular poetry/music performances here and in the 
States. 

 

He says: I research and write about the interface between 
theology and the arts, more specifically Theology and 
Literature, and have published books on both subjects, 
separately and together. I also have special interests in 
Coleridge and CS Lewis.  
 

If you want to read more of his own poetry you could try Sounding the Seasons.  If you would like to 

follow a similar anthology he has compiled for Lent and Easter you will need to obtain Word in the 

Wilderness.  If you are interested in a short easy to read  book about the Christian faith try  his What do 

Christians Believe?  You can follow Malcolm’s blog at malcolmguite.wordpress.com.  

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the March issue is 
17 February.  Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

Talking of God (an article for contemplation)                            by Dave Dickinson 
 

Talk about God can never be glib.  Even though there are some Christians who talk to God in prayer as if 
‘God’ is short for the name of their mate Godfrey, deference and care when talking about God are only 
right.  Some churchgoers distrust the language of doctrine because they feel it smacks of academic 
theology and will take them away from the more concrete life of faith. 
 
The main problem is that our God-talk uses human language to talk about what transcends human 
nature.  Our words are simply not up to the task of talking about God directly or literally.  And, if we try it, 
we end up anthropomorphising God, reducing God to human terms. 

There are two principal ways to tackle this problem.  One is to say that all talk about God is metaphorical 
or analogical.  This means that the words we use to talk about God establish a likeness but with a 
difference.  We have to stretch our language to achieve this.  Here’s an example.  We say God is ‘father’.  
There’s a likeness in that God has parental love for creation, but there are many differences – we do not 
mean that God is a giant image of our Dads in the sky.   
 

The other way is called via negativa, which means ‘the negative way.’  This begins with the notion that 
God is ineffable, that God is beyond all categories of human thought and language,  that God is a divine 
mystery, and that God is the dark inexpressible emptiness in the Holy of Holies.  In this way of thinking 
about God, at its most extreme, all we can say about God is that ‘God is not this’ and ‘God is not that.’  
To me, whose job is to talk about God, it seems right that we will be tongue-tied and baffled by God’s 

mystery, hushed into silence: 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only-wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise                          


