
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 2 February 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP )  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Communion            
  Revd Dr David Dickinson  
 St N Sunday Worship  
  Holy Communion                
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
  6.30pm   SBC        United Service  
  Evening Services at SBC in February will be on the 
  theme: Major  Issues for Minor Prophets 
 

Sunday 9 February 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship   Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Craig Bowman 
 St N Morning Worship with Baptism            
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm SBC United Service  
 (6.00pm Sutton Methodist Circuit United Service    
  at Epsom Methodist Church) 
 

Sunday 16 February 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Morning Worship 
  Tim Yu 
 St N Sunday Worship   
                                 Holy Communion 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  Revd Gareth Hughes (prch) 
  6.30pm  SBC United Service   
 

Sunday 23 February  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship   Communion
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Sunday Worship           
  Holy Communion 
  Revd  Sarah Sewell 
  Jeff Richards (assist) 

  6.30pm SBC United Service  

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

February 2014 

Dear Friends 
 
What makes you think that your birthday is in any 
way different from any other day?  If your birthday 
falls near Christmas when it receives little attention 
because the birthday cards mingle with Christmas 
cards, have you ever been tempted to ignore it and 
nominate a random date in June as your birthday?  
Moreover, can you imagine not having a birthday to 
celebrate?  This was the case for all those people 
who did not know their birthdate because they lived 
before the age of written records. 
 

These days anniversaries are important to us.  They 
are milestones along our life journeys and the 
markers across the span of human history.  We think 
it is as important for couples to mark the anniversary 
of either their first meeting or their wedding as it is 
for society to mark the anniversaries of significant 
events in the past.  Sometimes these are marked 
with a sense of celebration;  others are marked in a 
more sombre mood of commemoration.  All 
anniversaries look back and many also look forward. 
 

This year St Nicholas’s Church, in common with 
many others churches in this area, celebrates 150 
years as a place of worship and a centre for mission 
and ministry.  At several significant points in 2014 
we, with our friends at St Nicholas’s, will look back 
with thanksgiving for all that God has revealed of 
Godself in and through that church.  But it will not all 
be about looking back.  Gratitude for all that God has 
done in the past is an opportunity for us to align 
ourselves with all that God can do in the future.  This 
requires watching and waiting;  it requires prayer and 
attentiveness to what the poet, R S Thomas, 
memorably referred to as “the twitching of the 
curtains”, signs of God’s presence and movement 
among us.   
 

We rejoice that St Nicholas’s Church is about to 
celebrate a birthday!  While we rejoice, let us also 
pray that St Nicholas’s anniversary will indeed be a 
birthday – the birthing of a great and glorious future 
for us all in Churches Uniting in Central Sutton.           

 

 

Revd Dr David Dickinson 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3.00pm and 7.45pm.  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
Monday   3 February:   3.00pm 
Monday 10 February:   7.45pm 
Monday 17 February:   3.00pm 
Monday 24 February:   7.45pm 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
meets 10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist 
Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities 

Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 

10am to 2pm for  
refreshments, light  lunches 

and a chance to chat. 

 

  

  

 

A series of Lent talks, led by members of the CUCS 
clergy team, will take place at St Nicholas for five 
consecutive Wednesday evenings, beginning on 
March 12

th
 at 8.00pm.  The talks will be repeated the 

following day at 2.00pm. 

Devotions 
 

This poem, written, by Jean Orton, was read at 
Jean’s funeral service by Revd Leah Philbrick 
as part of her address. 

                  

    Walker’s Worship 
 

    The path along the cliffs allures us: 
    Cool, close shadowed, overhung, 
    It beckons us with every twist and turn 
    Anticipation, curiosity reels us in, 
    Leads our feet onward, down, 
    Descending by rough steps 
    Into sudden sunlight. 
 

    Rooted we stand, transfixed 
    By sweep of headland, curve of shoreline, 
    Immensity of sea and sky, 
    By dark rocks, seamed and cleft 
    By unimaginable aeons  
    Of wave beat and storm surge: 
    Groundswell of an eternal symphony 
    Exalting the Ancient of Days. 
 

    Behind, a rolling tide of green 
    Sculptured shapes of trees: 
    Sessile oaks and ilex 
    Wind-whittled, salt-seared 
    Beauty born of adversity. 
    The branches gnarled, 
    Heavy with moss and lichen: 
    Miniature forests of subtle colours 
    And strange shapes. 
 

    God of the macro- and the microcosm, 
    We marvel at Your ingenuity, Your patience, 
    The vastness of Your canvas, 
    Intricacy of Your brushwork 
    And the sheer exuberance of Your Love. 
 
       

   Jean Orton  August 2000  Lee Abbey 
 

 
Lee Abbey, Devon is a Christian Conference, 
Retreat and Holiday Centre in a stunning 280-
acre coastal estate where Exmoor meets the 
sea. It is run by an international Community of 
around 90 people of all ages and 20 
nationalities who live and work there, offering 
hospitality, rest, activity and teaching to 
thousands of guests throughout the year.  



Happy Anniversary St Nicholas Church! 
 

Although there has been a church on the site for 
over 1,000 years, the present St Nicholas building 
was consecrated on 17 February 1864. A year of 
festivities to mark the 150

th
 anniversary is planned, 

including an exhibition, evening talks and afternoon 
and evening entertainment. 
 

At one time the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge 
‘bought’ parishes across the land, to be able to 
provide positions for graduates. St Nicholas was 
acquired by Hertford College, Oxford, and to this day 
it is still the Patron of the church, being involved in 
the selection of new incumbents, and the 
presentation of the person chosen to the Bishop. 
 

The Chaplain of Hertford College will be preaching at 
the 10.30am service at St Nicholas on Sunday, 16 
February. In October a visit is being arranged to 
Hertford College, to see the college and enjoy 
Choral Evensong. 
 

More details of the year’s festivities will follow. 
 

News from the 
Churches 

Reading Poetry Together      Mary Meldrum  
 

Last year Deborah Wroe invited Unite! readers to 
enjoy Janet Morley’s anthology of poems, 
“Haphazard by Starlight”, and on Epiphany a dozen 
of us gathered in Oasis to read the final poem, 
Gerard Manley Hopkins’ The Grandeur of God (the 
reading for 6

 
January).   

 

We then shared our thoughts on poems which had 
particularly moved us or spoken to us, on ways in 
which Janet Morley’s commentaries had helped us 
to look at their background, structure and meaning, 
and on how we can continue to use and enjoy 
poetry as part of our church worship and community 
life. 
 

Some of us met poets previously unknown to us, 
many found new meaning in well-loved lines, and 
we all found the daily readings intensely enjoyable 
and encouraging through the dark days of winter.  
The St Nicholas Monday night Bible Study Group 
enjoyed four of the poems on Epiphany evening.  
 

Plans are afoot to obtain copies of Janet Morley’s 
Lenten anthology, The Heart’s Time: a poem a day 
for Lent and Easter, in the near future.  We hope 
that more of you will join us in an experience that 
can enrich both our personal with God and our 
fellowship within the churches of central Sutton. 
Look out for further details in Unite as the Lenten 
season approaches. 

 

In Memoriam 
 

On Wednesday, 15 January, 
we gathered to celebrate and 
to give thanks for the life of 
Jean Orton.  The church was 
full of people from the many 
different facets of Jean’s life, 
many of whom learned new 
things about Jean: how many 
obstacles she’d overcome, 
how life was often difficult, but 
how she’d persevered and out 
of her own experiences 

strengthened and encouraged so many others.  
The service made visible just how many people’s 
lives she has touched, in all walks of life, through 
her quiet, prayerful and faithful ways.  It is the most 
remarkable testimony of the power of an ‘ordinary’ 
life lived for the glory and in the power of God, a 
reminder to us all that no life is ever ‘ordinary’.  
 

The address given by the Revd Leah Philbrick drew 
together the thoughts and prayers of all and 
concluded with one of Jean's own poems. A life 
offered to God and to her fellow humankind was 
committed into the greater life in God as the 
congregation drew the service to a close with a 
deeply felt and rousing hymn of confidence in the 
eternal love of God, Thine be the glory.  
 

We hold Clive and his family in our prayers at this 
time. 

 

Unite! in colour! 
 

Many people now read Unite! online and have 
commented on their enjoyment of the photographs, 
posters and art work in colour. The CUCS 
Ecumenical Council has given its support to an 
experimental colour edition this month and I would 
be grateful to receive any comments.           Olwen  
 
8643 2525                    olwenstewart@hotmail.com 

Congratulations! 
 

We congratulate  Martin and Fiona Wright of Trinity 
on the birth, on 16 January,  of Leah Grace, their 
first child. 

Looking Forward to Lent 
 

The Ash Wednesday Frugal Supper will be held at 
St Nicholas at 7.00pm on 5 March, followed by a 
service of Ashing at 8.00pm.  Tickets for the supper 
will be available from your church representatives 
closer to the event. 
 

A series of Lent talks, led by members of the CUCS 
clergy team, will take place at St Nicholas for five 
consecutive Wednesday evenings, at 8.00pm 
beginning on 12 March.  The talks will be repeated 
the following day at 2.00pm. More details in the 
next edition of Unite! 

 
 
 

Come and Sing!  
Stainer’s Crucifixion 

Palm Sunday 13 April 6:30 pm 
 

Trinity Festival Choir, conducted by Stephen 
Haylett welcomes new singers! 

 

Rehearsals begin in the upstairs Parlour 
at Trinity at 8.00pm on 

Thursday 27 February 
 

Contact Stephen for more details: 
8643 3416  slhaylett@freeuk.com 



 

Mike Dales reviews Shekina  
 

Most people who know the name ‘Leonard Nimoy’ will associate him 
with ‘Mr Spock’, the character he played in the Star Trek TV series 
and films.  What you may not know is that Nimoy has always 
regarded himself first and foremost not as an actor but as a 
photographer.  A very highly regarded photographer at that, selling 
prints and books through a high-end New York gallery. 
 

Back in 2002 he produced a book entitled ‘Shekhina’.  Shekhina (or 
Shekhinah) is a feminine name of God in Hebrew and denotes the 
feminine attributes of the presence of God.  For instance, the 
Talmud says, ‘Whenever ten are gathered for prayer, there the 
Shekinah rests’.  You could almost say Shekhina is a Jewish way of 
describing God’s Spirit.  Or, from Nimoy’s website, ‘Over time, 
Shekhina came to represent much more — a softer, empathetic 

feminine counterpart to God who could argue for humanity's sake, comfort the poor and sick, and stand 
as the mother of Israel.’ 
 

Nimoy’s book was controversial to say the least.  His photographs of beautiful women, many naked, as 
the essence of the feminine manifestation of God was regarded by many as inappropriate.  However, time 
has proved the value of the work and it even inspired a ballet.   
 

Personally, as an amateur photographer, I have always liked Nimoy’s work and find him both challenging 
and inspiring. 
 

The book itself is very expensive and I doubt many would be interested in purchasing it.  However, many 
of the images and more information can be viewed online at:  
 

http://www.rmichelson.com/artist_pages/nimoy/pages/Shekhina.html 
 

The images are in thumbnail form and can be clicked on to view in a larger format.  Be aware however 
that many of the images depict female nudity – please be careful if you might find this offensive. 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the March  issue is  
12 February.   Unite!  is also available in colour online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

All was for an Apple     by Justine Middlemiss 
 

There’s a strange smell around me as I type this. I think it’s the 
smell of fear.  
 

I’m standing in the Apple store in Bluewater, surrounded by 
technology and people looking nervous (even those under 25).  
It’s almost like a hospital or doctor’s surgery – we have booked 
appointments and people come and get us while we try to 
explain what’s wrong with our technology, in stuttering, non technical terms. The staff are very nice, 
looking at us encouragingly, almost telling us that we (and our bits of kit) will be OK once the nice 
technician has had a look at it. And we’re quite anxious, as we let them take our precious technology 
beyond the counter to the ‘operating theatre’. It’s bizarre.  
 

But it also says something about the world we live in and our culture. Something about our reliance on 
technology and ‘stuff’, but perhaps more concerningly something about our relationship with technology 
and with each other. As I sit here, people who have come in, in couples or groups, aren’t talking to each 
other, but are head down: texting, emailing, playing with games either on their own devices or on the ones 
the store has so helpfully provided for us.  There are very few people who are actually talking to each 
other. 
 

It might be a parable for our time. There are so many people in our society who feel a sense of isolation – 
perhaps as a result of illness both physical and mental, increasing age and frailty, debt, changing family 
patterns and so on. Increasingly we seem to be locked into our own little worlds, only interacting with 
other people at times of our choosing, but also expecting others to be there and available for us the 
second we want them. Mobile phones, Facebook, e-mail, Twitter all of these things have the potential for 
great good in our society and in many cases they have helped to build up social bonds. But I just worry 
about the extent to which they can become our primary mode of communication and that our interactions 
will be thinner and weaker as a result. 
 

I hope that  our churches can be places of full human communication and connectedness and that as we 
journey together we will come to know each other in all our richness. 

http://www.rmichelson.com/artist_pages/nimoy/pages/Shekhina.html

