
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 4 May 
 

    9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship with a 
                               Wedding Blessing for  
                               Rosie and Julian 
  Revd Mike Dales  
 Trinity  Morning Worship 
  Tim Yu 
 St N        Morning Worship  
                Holy Communion 
                Revd Beverly Fraser 
                Jeff Richards (assist and pr) 
  6.30pm  SBC       United Service  
The theme of evening services during May:  
St Paul’s Greatest Hits. A new look at some of 
Paul’s best known passages 
 

Sunday 11 May 
      

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am Trinity CUCS United Service for  
                               Christian Aid Week  
  With Communion  
                              Revd Dr David Dickinson 
  6.30pm SBC       United Service 
 

Sunday 18 May        
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Sunday Worship   
  Jeff Richards 
  6.30pm  SBC United Service 
 

Sunday 25 May  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship  
                               with Communion     
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Lesley Charlton 
 St N Sunday Worship           
  Holy Communion 
  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  Jeff Richards (assist) 
  6.30pm SBC United Service 
                                 

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

May 2014 

Dear friends 
 

From the perspective of late April and early May 
when you are likely to be reading this, I can look 
back on a week when it felt as if a wide range of 
styles of worship converged on our three 
churches.  The week I am referring to was Holy 
Week.  
  

On the morning of Palm Sunday the children 
and young people of Trinity’s Junior Church 
helped me lead what we called ‘All Age 
Worship’:  we looked ahead to the events of the 
last week of Jesus’ earthly life.  Later that day 
worship was much less participatory as we 
gathered from all three churches to attend a 
performance of Stainer’s The Crucifixion.  This 
gave me cause to reflect on the importance of 
attendance, attention and attentiveness in 
worship:  we are there to wait for God.   
 

Within days we gathered again for the solemnity 
of Maundy Thursday worship – Eucharist 
remembering the Last Supper, foot washing and 
the Gospel of the Watch on the night Jesus was 
betrayed.  Next day the silent walk of witness for 
all Sutton’s and Cheam’s churches processed 
through Sutton’s main shopping street and 
ended in open air worship in Trinity Square.  
Two days later each of our three congregations 
met in our own buildings to celebrate the Easter 
Eucharist in our own styles 
  

All this variety within the space of only eight 
days brings to mind the multiplicity of ways that 
worship ‘works’ as it takes us from the 
temptation to be content with simple 
explanations into being caught up in the mystery 
of God.  

 

Our united morning worship at Trinity on 11 
May, to mark the beginning of Christian Aid 
Week, will be slightly unusual in that it will be 
Eucharistic.  This is entirely appropriate in that it 
seems that an early New Testament 
understanding of Holy Communion included a 
sense that this was a form of worship intended 
to unite God’s people.  We will sing a 
contemporary setting of the Eucharist by the 
Scottish composer James Macmillan.  Can this 
letter be our warm invitation for you to join us?     

 
 

  

  Revd Dr David Dickinson 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3.00pm and 7.45pm.  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
Monday   6 May:      No meeting-Bank Holiday 
Monday 12 May:       3.00pm 
Monday 19 May:       7.45pm      
Monday 29 May:       No meeting-Bank Holiday    
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting  
10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

                    Devotions 
 
by Justine Middlemiss 

  

     Perfect love casts out fear – 1 John 4:18 
 

 
This year’s Christian Aid campaign is focusing 
on the effects of war on civilian populations. As 
I write this, the news headlines are full of the 
threat of escalating violence in the Ukraine. 
Further from the headlines are events in South 
Sudan, in Nigeria, in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, in the Central African Republic. The 
people of Lebanon and Jordan live with the 
continued displacement of people from Iraq 
and Syria, and Afghanistan even after its 
recent (as yet undeclared) elections faces an 
uncertain, but probably violent future. 
 

So we pray for the leaders of all of the nations; 
for all who are elected to positions of power 
and all those who seize power that ultimately 
they might put aside self interest and seek the 
good of the whole of creation. 
 

We pray for ourselves, that we might seek to 
address and not collude with parochialism, 
building barriers between people that God 
would not recognize or understand. 
 

We pray for the victims of war – combatants 
and civilians and generations yet unborn who 
will bear the scars of conflict. 
 
Eternal God, 
in whose perfect realm 
no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, 
and no strength known but the strength of love: 
so guide and inspire the work of those who 
seek your kingdom 
that all your people may find their security 
in that love which casts out fear 
and in the fellowship revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.  
 
Amen. 

 
A thought for Ascension Day     29 May 
 
Alleluia! Not as orphans 
Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us,  
Faith believes, nor questions how: 
Though the cloud from sight received him, 
When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise, 
"I am with you evermore"? 
 
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 
Second verse of Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  



 

 

 

News from the 
Churches 

London Borough of Sutton 
Children, Young People and 
Learning Directorate  
 

Foster Care Fortnight  
Sutton’s need for more foster carers 
 

As a local authority, the London Borough of Sutton is 
a corporate parent.  This means that it is our 
responsibility, with other agencies, to ensure that 
children in care fulfil their potential.  We provide safe, 
nurturing homes with families who will show them 
how to be healthy, help them through school and 
give them opportunities that they would not have 
otherwise had. 
 

Sutton needs local carers for local children.  Foster 
carers need to be close enough to manage the 
school run and meetings with the department as well 
as facilitate contact with birth families where 
appropriate. 
 

Here in Sutton we have around 140 children living 
with fostering families.  45% of them are able to 
remain in Sutton and therefore stay at their school 
and keep their friends, which gives them a little bit of 
stability while they are coming to terms with not 
being able to live with their family. However, 55% 
have to move away from the area because we do not 
have enough local carers. 
 

To become a foster carer you need a spare bedroom 
and the space and time in your life to listen and 
nurture. 
 

For more details about the types of fostering you can 
involved in and the assessment process contact us 
on 07515 137752 / 020 8770 6672 or look on our 
website. 
 

Celebrating 150 years      Diary dates 
 

As part of the celebrations of the 150
th
 anniversary of 

the present St Nicholas’ Church, a series of talks on 
Wednesday evenings is to be held, all free and 
starting at 8pm. All are very welcome. The dates and 
subjects are: 
 

Wednesday, 18 June 
Lost Sutton – the village before suburbanisation 
John Phillips 
A look at the history of Sutton before it became a 
commuter town. 
 

Wednesday, 2 July 
St Nicholas, Sutton – a history of the church 
Peter Likeman 
From before Doomsday to the present including the 
building of the present church and both famous and 
infamous people associated with it. 
 

Wednesday, 16 July 
Sutton – from Surrey village to London suburb 
Valary Murphy 
The development of Sutton and its population. 
 

The wonders of the Wandle 
 

The next in this year’s programme of Supper Talks at 
St Nicholas Commnunity Hall will be on Friday, 6 
June at 7.00pm when Bob Steel and Derek Coleman 
will present The Wandle: the river that refused to 
die’. This will look at the heyday of the river, the 
industrial rise and fall, and recent attempts to 
regenerate it, plus a glimpse at its wildlife. 
 

Tickets for the Supper Talk are £8 each from Richard 
West (020 8644 7834; richjwest@btinternet.com). 

 

 

Fear Less   
 

War tears lives apart.  
You can  help put them 

back together. 

Christian Aid currently works with over 500 partner 
organisations in nearly 50 countries around the 
world. In more than a dozen of these conflict is a 
significant driver of poverty and two of those, 
Colombia and South Sudan, are highlighted in this 
year’s materials for Christian Aid Week.  Through its 
partners, Christian Aid’s work in war-affected 
countries involves providing life-saving emergency 
supplies for people fleeing violence, building peace 
through advocacy and dialogue and helping people 
get back on their feet after the tide of war has 
passed.  

We need many volunteers!      Please can you… 

  help with the house-to-house collection 
during the week 11 May-17 May 

 help with the Mile of Coins for an hour in  
St Nicholas Churchyard on Saturday 17 May 

 bake cakes or donate plants for 17 May 
 

If you can help or would like to know more, 
please speak to: 

 

Gill Ayres     St Nicholas (8642 9923) 
Mike Dales -    SBC  (8661 2743) 
Colin Howard -    Trinity (8642 0583) 
John and Deborah Wroe  Trinity/CUCS (8642 9064) 
 

Visit www.christianaid.org.uk to find out more about 
Christian Aid's campaign 

Farewell! 
 

In April SBC bade a fond farewell to Alison Manick 
who had accepted an exciting job in her native 
Trinidad.  Alison will be known to many of our 
ecumenical friends as she regularly sang in the 
augmented choir and the musicals. 

 
Bluebell Ramble   Sunday 4 May 

 

Join us for a ramble through Banstead Woods to 
enjoy the bluebells.  We will meet in Trinity Hall 
after morning service (around 12 noon) to eat a 
packed lunch before driving to Banstead Woods for 
a 2 mile walk, returning by 5pm.  If you will need a 
lift please contact: 
John and Deborah Wroe:  

mailto:richjwest@btinternet.com
http://www.christianaid.org.uk


 

Reviewing the 2014 Lent Talks           by Olwen Stewart and members of CUCS 
 

How blessed we are to have a team of clergy within CUCS who can prepare us for Holy Week with such inspiring 
talks, each speaking from  the perspective of his or her personal passion.  Justine, in her talk Embodying the Passion 
recalled a visit to the Church  of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, a place where I, too, found it hard to be 

contemplative. But she focused on the Stone of the Anointing -  the preparation of Jesus’s body 
for burial - and reminded us that in the 

Incarnation God became flesh and 
endued our bodies with holiness.  

 

Dave’s title, Meeting the Passion gave little away 
but through poetry he  showed us how we can enter into the Passion 

of Christ. The stranger at Calvary in The Killing by Edwin Muir observes the 
horror of the crucifixion and asks Did a God in dying cross my life that day? 
We sing When I survey the wondrous Cross  without perhaps recognising 
that in contemplating the Cross we can  be set on a course towards greater compassion and mutual responsibility for 
the suffering of the world. 
 

Last September I watched a play about the life of  CS Lewis at the church at which he worshipped, Holy Trinity, 
Headington. Mark’s talk Storytelling the Passion was another  reminder of the way in 
which Lewis’ personal story was reflected in his writing, particularly the Narnia 
books with their themes of loss, quest, and redemption. Our faith is rooted in 
story from Genesis through to the life of Jesus - the story of salvation. Mark 
stressed that we also have our own personal story to value and proclaim. 
 

Apparently the Thursday afternoon audience was more playful than Wednesday evening, engaging more actively with 
Leah’s games! Playing the Passion was an intriguing title and Leah threw out some provocative questions; is God 
playful? does God have a sense of humour? how can we celebrate play, laughter and lightness of being in a world of 
suffering and weeping? I was unaware of a theology of play and will try to explore more what Moltmann calls the 

demonstrative joy of being. 
 

And so to Mike’s passion, not photography as we 
expected, but film! What a treat to have excerpts from 
five films including the 1912 silent film From the Manger 

to the Cross. Each was accompanied by Mike’s commentary, 
pointing us to the different portrayals of Jesus, with varying 

stress on humanity and divinity. With the expertise of the film critic he drew attention 
to the skill of each director and his particular passion eg The Gospel According to St 
Matthew  by  the Marxist Pasolini presented a radical  Jesus whose teachings would 
contradict the values of most human societies. 
 

Thank you all for your scholarship, enthusiasm and sensitivity. 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the June issue is  
14 May  Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

Inside St Raphael’s Hospice      
 

With the word hospice, the word death also comes into your head, but if you visit 
St Raphael’s, it’s not like that.         (patient attending the Jubilee Centre.) 
 

As part of the wider work of St Raphael’s, the Jubilee Centre gives day care support to 
patients who are living in the community.  The Centre offers complementary therapies, 

creative activities, chaplaincy, music therapy, counselling, bathing and hairdressing.  It also hosts a monthly carers 
lunch where relatives can access free advice from a solicitor, CAB worker, Age UK and a social worker.  One patient 
said that attending the Jubilee Centre each week made her feel human again.   
 

This is just one of the services provided to residents of Merton and Sutton who are facing life-limiting illnesses.  The 
hospice also has an in-patient unit, community care nurses, a Hospice@Home service and bereavement counsellors.   
 

St Raphael’s Hospice was founded in 1987 by the Daughters of the Cross of the Liege and has 
recently become independent from another of its works – St Anthony’s Hospital.  In January, Mike 
Roycroft was appointed as CEO of St Raphael ’s.   Mike says, I have a clear mandate from 
them (the Daughters) to ensure a strong and vibrant future for the hospice.  Together with our 
many supporters throughout the community, and with God’s help, I have every confidence that we 
will succeed in building on all that has been good in the past and the best of what is new to 
become stronger and even better. 
 

The hospice needs over £5 million each year to continue to provide vital care services and only 
20% of this comes from the NHS. The annual fundraiser Make Your Will Fortnight is from 9-23 
May when local solicitors waive their usual fee in favour of a donation to the hospice: visit 
www.makeyourwill.org.uk .   Another way people help is through sponsored places  in events such as the London 
Marathon or Ride London. For details phone Rosey Johnson on 8254 2464 or email 
rosey.johnson@straphaelshospice.org.uk   

Refreshingly untraditional 
and totally unexpected…. 

Each talk threw out a 
challenge... Justine galvanised us half way through 

her talk by a reference to 'naked 
prayer'.  She had our attention as she 
wondered why so many of us have 
difficulty in valuing God's creative gift 
of our own bodies.  

Five speakers with different approaches, yet 
they all fitted together very well, culminating 
in Mike’s gripping film excerpts.  

We hope they enjoyed the 
hours of preparation - they 
certainly communicated their 
passions. 

http://www.makeyourwill.org.uk

