
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 6 October 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP )  
10.30am SBC Harvest Worship 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Harvest Parade Service            
  Revd Dr David Dickinson  
 St N Harvest Worship  
                Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm  SBC United Service 

 

Sunday 13 October 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship       
                Communion   
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship              
  with Baptisms 
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
  6.30pm SBC  United Service 

 

Sunday 20 October 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC CUCS United Worship 
  Revd Mike Dales 
  6.30pm  SBC United Service 
 
Sunday 27 October  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship      
                Communion   
  Revd Peter Manson 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd David Dickinson 
 St N Sunday Worship           
  Holy Communion 
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  Revd Beverly Fraser (pch) 
  6.30pm SBC United Service  
 
 

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
           rector@Sutton teamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

October  2013 

Dear friends 
 

I am not always comfortable talking about 
myself – it seems self-indulgent – but as I am 
newly arrived in Sutton as minister at Trinity 
Church I feel I must introduce myself.  I hail 
from the North East of England where, at the 
beginning of my working life, I taught secondary 
school English in Newcastle, but I moved south 
in the mid 1980s to train for the Methodist 
ministry in Wesley College Bristol.  More 
recently, I come from St Albans where I had a 
dual role as Methodist minister in the central 
church and as Director of the St Albans Centre 
for Christian Studies (StACCS).  This is an 
ecumenical study centre based at the 
Cathedral.  I was appointed to the staff of the 
Cathedral in early 2005 as a local expression of 
the national Anglican-Methodist Covenant which 
had been signed in November of the previous 
year.   
 

Prior to this appointment I had served in three 
Methodist circuits, first in Bristol as assistant 
minister in a large church in Keynsham, then in 
the West Midlands where I also served on the 
ecumenical Black Country Urban Industrial 
Team as chaplain at Stuart Crystal.  This was 
followed by a ten-year stint in the Harrow circuit.  
I come, therefore, with a mixed experience of 
church and looking forward to working with 
Justine, Mark and Mike.   
 

My early years as a teacher have influenced the 
nature of my ministry in all previous 
appointments to the extent that in the late 1990s 
I taught students studying for Masters degrees 
in theology at the Westminster Institute of 
Education, was a tutor for Cambridge University 
in my first few years at StACCS and I continue 
to lecture in the discipline of Theology and 
Literature. 
 

Most recently, an American press invited me to 
contribute to a series of books on the influence 
writers have had on the way Christianity is 
perceived.  My book, entitled The Novel as 
Church: Preaching to Readers in Contemporary 
Fiction, tells you a lot about how I think, how I 
do my theology, what I believe and what 
matters to me in church life.    But that is 
probably enough bare-faced marketing!   
 

Dave         
Revd David Dickinson 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3.00pm and 7.45pm. Contact 
Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 

 7 October  -   3.00pm 
14 October -   7.45pm 
21 October     3.00pm 
28 October     7.45pm 
. 
Saturday Prayer Meeting meets 10.00am - 
11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am. Contact: 
Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 

10am to 2pm for  
refreshments, light  lunches 

and a chance to chat. 

Harvest Devotions 
                   By Sylvia Robinson 

O God, who has promised that while the earth 
remains, springtime and harvest shall never 
cease, we thank you for all the varied fruits of 
the earth and the abundance of life in the sea 
which you provide so plentifully day by day, and 
for all those around the world and nearer home 
who labour to make them available for us to 
buy. 
 

Forgive our greed and our wastefulness, the 
exploitation of workers and their lands for our 
benefit and our reluctance to respond to the 
needs of those who have little, wherever they 
may be 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Teach us to use your gifts fairly, and wake us 
up so that our lives may produce a richer 
harvest of generosity and practical action to 
ensure the well-being of others in gratitude for 
all you unfailingly give to us.        Amen 

 

Chocolate Courgette Cake serves 10 
 

A bumper harvest in your garden? Try one of 
Leah Philbrick’s excellent cakes! 
 

Ingredients 
 

350g self-raising flour, 50g cocoa powder,  
1 tsp mixed spice, 175ml extra-virgin olive oil,  
375g golden caster sugar, 3 eggs, 2 tsp vanilla  
extract 500ml grated courgettes (about 2 medium 
ones) 140g toasted hazelnuts, roughly chopped  
For the icing: 200g dark chocolate broken into piec-
es, 100ml double cream  
 

Method 
 

Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. 
In a large bowl, combine the flour, cocoa powder, 
mixed spice and 1 tsp salt. In another bowl, combine 
the olive oil, sugar, eggs, vanilla essence and grated 
courgette. Mix the dry and wet mixture until just com-
bined, then fold in the toasted hazelnuts. Line a 
24cm cake tin with greaseproof paper, then pour in 
your mixture. Bake for about 40- 50 mins, or until a 
knife inserted into the middle comes out clean. Cool 
in the tin for 10 mins, then turn out onto a wire rack 
and leave to cool.  
To make the icing, place the chocolate in a bowl and 
bring cream to the boil in a saucepan. Pour the hot 
cream over the chocolate and stir until completely 
smooth and melted. Leave the icing to cool slightly 
and thicken, then spread it over the cake so it’s cov-
ered and the icing starts to drip down the sides. 



Picnic and Ramble Sunday 20 October 
 

Last month many of us at Trinity enjoyed a 
ramble on Colley Hill after a picnic at Liz 
Wood’s house. We were windswept up on the 
hill, but the rain held off until the end! On the 
way home a few of us visited the Church of the 
Wisdom of God in Lower Kingswood,which was 
open to the public as part of Heritage Open 
Days. It is unique in England, built like a Roman 
basilica and filled with treasures from ancient 
Rome and Byzantium. Thank you John and 
Deborah for organising the walk and to Liz for 
welcoming us at lunchtime     

All members of CUCS  are  invited to join 
another picnic and ramble after the 
united  morning service on 20 October, this 
time to explore Queen Mary Park and the 
surrounding country.  There will be a choice of 
short (1 hour) and longer (2 hour) 
walks....  Please contact John or Deborah Wroe 
(020 8642 9064 or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com) 
if you would like to come. 
 

Ride & Stride – Saturday 14 September 
 

Congratulations to everyone who took part in 
this annual event. I hope you enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit churches in our local area 
and further afield by either cycling or walking; to 
partake of their hospitality and get to know your 
fellow travellers a little more. Thank you also to 
everyone who provided hospitality. All monies 
raised will go to the Surrey Churches 
Preservation Trust to support churches in need 
of financial support for building projects. If you 
would like to take part in this event next year 
look out for the posters in your Church. 
 
RMNS AGM   

 
 
 
 
 
Many people in CUCS are supporters of 
Refugee and Migrant Network Sutton. Everyone 
is invited to the AGM on Wednesday 23 
October at 12 midday in Trinity Church Hall. 
Find out more about our work by visiting our 
website: www.rmns.org.uk and “clicking” to 
watch our video which was launched at the last 
AGM.  

Supper Talks success 
 

The Supper Talks held at St Nicholas 
Community Hall are proving very popular, with 
no fewer than 60 on September 6 enjoying 
hearing about Liam Mullally’s exploits in Nepal. 
The formula is very straightforward: supper 
followed by a general interest, and thoroughly 
enjoyable, talk. Plus the chance to have a chat 
with friends from churches from both CUCS and 
Sutton Team Ministry. 
 

Previous talks this year have focused on the 
history of the Crystal Palace, from being the 
home of the Great Exhibition in 1851 to its 
destruction by fire in 1936, and the history of the 
Epsom family retailer, Lester Bowden. 
 

The final Supper Talk this year will be on Friday, 
October 25, when Dennis Sexton will talk about, 
and demonstrate, Trumpets through the Ages. 
Tickets at £8 each are available from  
Richard West (020 8644 7834; 
richjwest@btinternet.com); the Supper Talks 
start at 7pm at St Nicholas Community Hall. 

 
Book Offer!  

If you would like to read Dave Dickinson’s book  

The Novel as Church - 
Preaching to Readers in Contemporary Fiction 
Baylor University Press ISBN 978-160258682-6 
 

do get in touch with him for a copy at the 
reduced price of £20  - considerably cheaper 
than Amazon!  Look out for a review in a future 
edition of Unite! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Jay, Professor Emerita, Oxford 
Brookes University  says  
Dickinson has achieved that rare feat of 
producing a book that will be as interesting to 
the person in the pew as to literary scholars and 
theologians.  

News from the 
Churches 

 

mailto:john.p.wroe@btinternet.com
mailto:richjwest@btinternet.com


 

Mike Dales reviews Inferno by Dan Brown and The 
Divine Comedy by Dante 
 

This month you get two reviews for the price of one.  Not only that, but the two books 
are about as far apart as you can get on the ‘culture’ scale! 
 

During my summer holidays I read Dan Brown’s latest blockbuster Inferno  A sequel 
to his earlier Angels & Demons and The Da Vinci Code, the book has sold millions of 
copies as well as infuriating the literary purists.  Is Dan Brown’s prose any good?  
Not really.  Will it ever be taught in schools as an example of good writing?  Of 
course not.  Even so, like his previous books, it is a page-turner and enormous fun.  
‘Just one more chapter ….’ I caught myself saying even though I should have been 
turning out the light and going to sleep.  If you want a fairly undemanding read for 
simple enjoyment, this could be the book for you – not to mention the evident fact 
that Dan Brown’s books have been a modern publishing phenomenon. 
 

The plot involves Brown’s hero, Robert Langdon, 
seeking to save the world by solving puzzles connected 
with the 13

th
/14

th
 C. Italian poet Dante Alighieri, author of 

The Divine Comedy. 
 

And it is this which brings me to my second review. 
 

The Divine Comedy is not an easy read – it takes work and more than a little dedication.  
It is however a masterpiece of world literature and probably the greatest piece of 
literature ever written in Italian.  A good translation helps a great deal and the latest 
version is by Clive James, better known as a TV presenter, novelist, poet and general 
wit.  He has turned his considerable talents to translation to produce a fairly accessible 
version of Dante for the modern age.  I am currently working my way through it, and can 
attest to its quality. 
 

So there you have it – a page-turner of little literary merit or a piece of world culture 
from the middle ages.  Take your choice!   Inferno an be bought anywhere that sells 
books.  The Divine Comedy can be ordered from the usual sources. 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the November    
issue is  15 October.   Unite!  is also available in colour online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

 

Welcome to your New Ministers!                                               by Mark Pullinger 
 

It is a moment to rejoice as together we can celebrate having our full complement of ministers across the  Churches 
Uniting in Central Sutton. 
 

And how we get there, when a vacancy occurs, happens through such different processes! At the appointment of  
Dr David Dickinson to Trinity URC/Methodist Church we had an illuminating account of the process ,given by Colin 
Howard. In the appointment of Revd Justine Middlemiss to the Anglican Sutton Team Ministry there were more 
questions about the terminology in the occasion itself! 
 

After all, in one afternoon, Justine was Presented,  Instituted, Inducted and Licensed! Had conditions on the ground 
been different she could have been Collated! Oh, and an Area Dean was Commissioned! 
 

So what exactly went on, on a recent  Saturday afternoon in Christ Church, Sutton? When a new appointment is 
placed in post they are presented to the Bishop by the Patron of the Parish if it has one. Going back in history 
Hertford College, Oxford, has the patronage of St Nicholas’ - so representing the college, its chaplain presented 
Justine to the Area Bishop of Croydon as the appointed candidate. The Bishop then, by act of Institution, commits 
the ‘cure of souls’ (the pastoral care) of  a ‘living’ (or benefice) into the care of the candidate  - this would be a parish 
from whose income and tithing they would originally have the benefit of resources to live by (Anglican Clergy are 
paid by stipend these days – enough income to live by in order that they are not distracted from their ministry by 
having to do other work!).  
 

Once this has taken place the candidate is inducted into the very real, actual and corporate possession of the church 
and its benefice. This is usually done by the Bishop’s right hand person, the Archdeacon, who has a particular 
oversight,  amongst other things, of the wellbeing of church buildings. The Induction is the actual physical handing 
over of the buildings into the candidate’s hands and responsibility. Justine was then also licensed as Ecumenical 
Borough Dean, simply a process that authenticates by higher authority permission to undertake that function – quite 
what that particular function is – please ask Justine – but  please give a little while to find out!  
 

All celebrated within a joyful service of worship and communion led by Bishop Jonathan Clark, and music led by a 
choir formed from singers from across the churches of CUCS and the Sutton Team Ministry!  A large congregation 
attended, formed of family and friends of Justine, members of our Sutton churches, and civic dignitaries. The service 
was followed by a sumptuous refreshment buffet at the back of the church. 


