
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 3 November 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP )  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Communion            
  Revd Dr David Dickinson  
 St N Sunday Worship  
  with Holy Communion                 
  Revd Leah Philbrick 
  6.30pm  Trinity United Service 
 

Sunday 10 November 
Remembrance Sunday 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Service for Remembrance      
  Communion   
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Remembrance Parade Serviice 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship               
  Revd Justine Middlemiss 
  6.30pm Trinity  United Service  
  Words and Music for Remembrance 

Sunday 17 November 
 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Girls’ and Boys’ Brigade 
  Enrolment Service 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Morning Worship 
Rachel Lampard Methodist Joint Public Issues Team 
 St N Sunday Worship   
                                 Simple Communion/Baptism 
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
  6.30pm  Trinity United Service   
 

Sunday 24 November  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship   
  Communion   
  Andy Lovell 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Gill Long 
 St N Sunday Worship           
  Holy Communion 
  Revd  Sarah Sewell 
  Jeff Richards (pch) 

  6.30pm Trinity United Service  
  Sutton Shares Time Bank, Romanda Simpson 

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

November  2013 

Dear friends 
 

To be human is to be in conflict – the quoted 
words that  prefaced a recent lively and 
thoughtful debate I attended on the question of 
whether peace is possible in the world. The two 
internationally renowned theologians involved, 
Brother Samuel SSF and Stanley Hauerwas, 
very clearly reflected that it was, should, and 
must be possible 
 
 

Jack Wynne writing for livescience notes that 
anthropologists say that like our close living 
relatives, chimpanzees and bonobos, humans 
are hardwired to come into conflict with one 
another, often violently. Even so, like our 
ancestors, we also have the capacity to resolve 
fights; something that one anthropologist says 
has evolved along with our societies over the 
millennia. 
 

Recently I have been privileged to baptise 
several young children and as part of the 
service with the family and friends have been 
able to reflect on some of the merits of being 
followers of Jesus, and listening to what he has 
to say, particularly in the light of the sort of 
world these youngsters will grow up into, and 
how our thinking about the way we live could 
possibility improve it. This month is also a 
month where we remember the world of the 
past, of lives given in conflict, often in desperate 
pursuit for peace, not only in respect of all those 
who have died in the great wars of history, but 
in the two hundred other wars that have taken 
place in the last seventy years. 
 

Somehow we have to continue to seek to learn 
from the past for the wellbeing of the future and 
it will be costly and sacrificial to pursue that 
road to its end. And on it, in a way, we must be 
prepared  to die in order to live, and move away 
from an expectancy for conflict to resolve 
difference into another way of being. The 
Christian Community, not uniquely, has been 
given a way and a model for this.  
 

Martin Luther King once said Peace is not a 
mere distant goal that we seek, but a means by 
which we reach that goal. 
 

May we seek this peace, and while we stumble 
along its oft rocky path live it with all that we 
are. 
 

Mark   Mark Pullinger 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3.00pm and 7.45pm. Contact 
Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
Monday   4 November:   3.00pm 
Monday 11 November:   7.45pm 
Monday 18 November:   3.00pm 
Monday 25 November:   7.45pm 

Saturday Prayer Meeting  
meets 10.00am -  11.00am at Sutton Baptist 
Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am. Contact: 
Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities 

Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 

10am to 2pm for  
refreshments, light  lunches 

and a chance to chat. 

 

Words and Music for Remembrance 

Sunday 10 November 

United Service at Trinity 

You may not usually attend the united evening 
services but we invite you to mark the season of 
remembrance  on Sunday 10 November. 
The theme of the service will be watching and 
waiting and there will be readings and poems, 
some by poets reflecting on later conflicts than 
the First World War, such as Gillian 
Clarke,  Micheal O'Siadhail, Michael Symmons 
Roberts, Clive Wilmer and others. 
.  
Trinity Choir will lead the music, augmented by 
friends from Sutton Baptist and St Nicholas. and 
the service will include works by Pergolesi, 
Gabriel Faure, and Henry Goss. You may 
recognise When I am laid in earth, from 
Purcell’s  Dido and Aeneas which is played 
each year at the service at the Cenotaph in 
Whitehall. 

A Poem for Remembrance Day 
 

           The inquisitive mind of a child 
 

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy? 
Selling poppies in town today. 

The poppies, child, are flowers of love. 
For the men who marched away. 

 

But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy? 
Why not a beautiful rose? 

Because my child, men fought and died 
In the fields where the poppies grow. 

 

But why are the poppies so red, Mummy? 
Why are the poppies so red? 

Red is the colour of blood, my child. 
The blood that our soldiers shed. 

 

The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy. 
Why does it have to be black? 

Black, my child, is the symbol of grief. 
For the men who never came back. 

 

But why, Mummy are you crying so? 
Your tears are giving you pain. 

My tears are my fears for you my child. 
For the world is forgetting again. 

  

(Author Unknown) 



Visit to The Geffrye Museum 8 December 
 
Join us after morning service on 8 December for 
a packed lunch in Trinity Hall, followed by a visit 
to the Geffrye Museum of the Home in East 
London where you can see a series of period 
rooms decorated for Christmas, illustrating how 
Christmas was celebrated over the past 400 
years. 

 

We will travel by train (Sutton to Hoxton).  The 
only cost is the rail fare which is £5.80 if using 
an Oyster Card. 
 

Contact John and Deborah Wroe for more 
information.  
(8642 9064 or john.p.wroe@btinternet.com)  
 
 

News from the Bunker 
  

The Bunker Youth Group meets at Trinity on 
Sunday evening in term time from 6.30-8.00pm 
and welcomes anybody aged 11 to 18 who is in 
senior school. You might know someone who 
would like see what it’s like and there are some 
interesting things planned over the next few 
weeks:such as   

 

  3 November:   Bangers and Bangers  
    (obviously fireworks and sausages!) 
17 November:   Decorating Christmas Cakes 
  8 December:   Film Night 
15 December: Skating at Somerset House 

 

Other evenings might involve games, just 
chilling out and making and drinking 
milkshakes! 
Just turn up or contact Jane Oliver for more 
details: 01883 346261 

News from the 
Churches 

Sutton Shares Time Bank 
 

Have you ever wanted some help with a task 
which you can’t do yourself – or to use your 
own skills for the benefit of someone else? 
 

Sutton Shares Time Bank is a new skills 
exchange network based in Sutton. It is a way 
for local people to help each other, build 
relationships and be recognised for the help 
that they give 
.  

Individuals join the Sutton Shares Time Bank 
as members and then for every hour’s help 
they give to another (e.g. Spanish lesson, 
guttering mending, web design) they receive 
one time credit which they can then spend on 
receiving help from another member (leg 
waxing, bike fixing, horrible internet connection 
problem solving) 
 

One of the benefits of the scheme is that it 
brings together people who might not otherwise 
make contact, so strengthening our whole 
community. Why not think about what you 
could offer – and some of the things you might 
ask someone else to do? You might be 
surprised what it leads to! 
 

We have asked Romanda Simpson of Sutton 
Shares to come and tell us more about it on 
the evening of 24 November, at Trinity, 
immediately following a short act of worship 

 

Refugee and Migrant Network Sutton 
Fundraising Lunch  17 November 1.00pm 

 
Authentic Indian Cuisine 

52 Banstead Road  Carshalton Beeches 
 

£20 per head   50% of the proceeds to RMNS 
 

More details and tickets from Olwen Stewart  
8643 2525             olwenstewart@hotmail.com 

Deborah Wroe recommends……… 

Haphazard by Starlight 
a poem a day from Advent to Epiphany  

by Janet Morley  
Unlike Lent, Advent is celebrated when the 
year is becoming darker and colder. Before we 
can greet the coming of the light, we need to 
engage with some themes that are challenging 
and occasionally fearful. Like the magi who 
travelled a long distance to search out and 
adore the infant Jesus, and who took some 
wrong turnings on the way, we too have a 
journey to undertake, before we find that we 
have  
Walked haphazard by starlight straight  
Into the kingdom of heaven 
 

(U A Fanthorpe BC:AD) 

I 

If you decide to read a poem a day during 
Advent, let Deborah or Olwen know and 
perhaps we can meet in January to discuss our 
favourite poems from Haphazard by Starlight. 



 

Dazzling Darkness:  Gender, sexuality, illness and God:  Rachel Mann  
 

(Wild Goose Publications, 2012)  £11.50                         Reviewed by Dave Dickinson 
 
 

The conspiracy of silence that dogged the church throughout the twentieth century is at last beginning to 
break down.  Our avoidance of talking about biblical criticism, new ways of expressing theology and 
unorthodox experiences of God has damaged the church’s credibility.  Good news:  we are beginning to 
be able to talk honestly and openly about matters that disturb our assumptions!  Dazzling Darkness:  
Gender, sexuality, illness and God by Rachel Mann, an Anglican priest who, as Nick, endured gender 
dysmorphia in her early years and who changed gender a few years ago, is a small but long-overdue step 
towards establishing an inclusive and accepting church in twenty-first century Britain.  
 

Rachel Mann is a poet and this shows in the accessibility of her writing and the care with which she 
articulates the dilemmas she has encountered in her life and ministry.  Although this is a slim book, it does 
not shirk exploring some fascinating theology including the darkness of God and the ‘within-ness’ of God 
(my jarring word, not hers) as opposed to the notion that God is an external force or a kindly voice 
exerting influence on us from outside. 
   

This book encourages Christians to eschew safety, for God’s sake, and to 
embrace what Mann calls “the vibrant and dangerous possibilities of living.”   In 
doing so, she has some important things to say about prayer, resurrection, the 
death of Christ, the choice between two goods that we so often face and, most 
especially, the matter of silence.  Christ, whose voice at his incarnation was 
contracted to a wordless cry, had to learn how to speak in his parents’ home.  
This (and Mann’s own experience of voicelessness as a transgender person) 
translates into the book’s concern for the voiceless in society, including the 
chronically ill and the elderly. 
 

Dazzling Darkness is at heart a conversion narrative and Wild Goose 

Publications has served the contemporary church well in publishing it.  If you long 

to see people driven away by an unwelcoming church return, Dazzling Darkness 

will raise hope within you.             

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the December/
January   issue is  12 November.   Unite!  is also available in colour online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

Remembering 1963       by Mike Dales 
 

 
We will all have been horrified by the suicide bombing of a church in Pakistan in late September which 
claimed the lives of 85 people.   
 

Sadly the bombing of churches is nothing new.  Black churches in America’s deep south were also targets 
during the struggle for civil rights that took place in the 1960s.   
 

One particular bombing galvanised the civil rights movement and sparked a surge of momentum that 
helped secure the enactment of both the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The 
senseless deaths of Addie Mae Collins, Denise McNair, Carole Robertson and Cynthia Wesley as they 
prepared for Sunday School in the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, on September 15, 
1963 was a pivotal moment in the struggle for equality.   

 

A Congressional Gold Medal has been awarded posthumously to the 
four girls.  It was emblematic of many others who have lost their lives 
for the causes of freedom and equality . The 16th Street Baptist 
Church remains a powerful symbol of the movement for civil and 
human rights., said a spokesman for the United States Mint, which 
designs the medals.  A Congressional Medal is an award bestowed by 
the United States Congress and is the highest civilian award in the 
United States.   
 

The design features the silhouette of four young girls, representing 
those killed on that fateful day, with the words: Pivotal in the struggle 
for equality.  The reverse depicts a view of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church with the quote: Killed in the bombing of the 16th St Baptist 
Church. 


