
This Month’s Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 
 

Sunday 6 April 
 

    9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP )  
10.30am SBC CUCS United Worship 
  Revd Mike Dales         
  6.30pm   St N      United Service  
 

Sunday 13 April     Palm Sunday 

  9.00am St N Holy Communion  
                              (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship    
                Communion  
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Looking ahead to Holy Week 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship  
  Revd Mark Pullinger           
  6.30pm Trinity Stainer’s Crucifixion  
 

Thursday 17 April   Maundy Thursday 
 

  8.00pm  Trinity Worship as the Darkness   
  Deepens 
 

Sunday 20 April       Easter Sunday 
 

  5.30am St N Easter Sunrise Service 
 10.30am SBC Morning Worship       
                Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity  Easter Eucharist 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Sunday Worship   
                               Holy Communion 
  Revd Mark Pullinger 
  Jeff Richards (assist) 
  6.30pm                 No evening service 
 
 

Sunday 27 April  
 

  9.00am  St N Holy Communion  
  (BCP with singing) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship       
  Katie Roberts 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Nick Oborski 
 St N Sunday Worship           
  Holy Communion 
  Revd Sarah Sewell 
  Jeff Richards (assist) 
  6.30pm St N United Service 

 
Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 

mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 

… for help or information please contact 

April 2014 

Dear friends 
 

Getting all the way through to Easter can be hard 
work!  Those of us especially who work at planning 
the different talks, services and events know very 
well how much there is to do and think about.  Even 
those who do not have to plan the events will know 
(hopefully!) how much time and effort can go into 
attending the Lent talks, engaging in special Lent 
reading plans, and all the rest of it – not to mention 
the increasingly ‘downbeat’ tone of the services as 
we near the remembrance of the Passion of the 
Lord. 
 

Wouldn’t it be better to forget all this Lent stuff and 
jump straight to Easter?  After all, some might say, 
we worship a Risen Lord these days!  Indeed, you 
can easily find Christian communities who will be 
singing throughout Lent about the victory of Jesus 
over the grave without much reference at all to the 
abandonment of the Cross.    
 

But who among us has not gone through dark 
moments of tragedy or significant loss or devastating 
change?  It does us no good to deny or repress the 
hard stuff that life’s transitions are made of.  It is only 
the hard work of recognising the dark moments that 
make it possible to journey towards the place of 
healing.   
 

This is why Easter is not effective without the days 
that precede it.  This is reflected in the very journey 
that Jesus walked.  And it was hard work.  On 
Maundy Thursday we remember how Jesus faced 
the moment of separation from those he loved and 
bequeathed to them a part of himself which they 
might cling to in the difficult days ahead:  Do this in 
remembrance of me.  On Good Friday, we remember 
how he walked alone through his cosmic 
confrontation with sin and mortality.  Only then, once 
we remember this journey, can the promise of God 
break out in new life!  
 

“Alleluia, Christ is Risen!”  The rhythm of these days 
of Lent and Easter are for the rhythm of life 
itself.  That is why we do it.  The work, the time, the 
waiting, are all worthwhile, for in them is a gift to us 
all - the Gift of God, for the People of God.      
 
A Blessed Easter to you and those you love!  
 

Mike 
Revd Mike Dales 



 

Regular Events 
 
All members of CUCS are warmly 
welcomed at these activities 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3.00pm and 7.45pm.  
Contact Pamela Ford: 8642 5914 
Monday   7 April   :   7.45pm 
Monday 14 April:      3.00pm 
Monday 21 April:      No meeting-Bank Holiday 
Monday 28 April       7.45pm 
 
Saturday Prayer Meeting meets 10.00am -
  11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391. 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton Baptist 
Church. Ladies' informal coffee mornings and 
activities. For details speak to Carole Adams 
07711 879645. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.  
Contact Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evening in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8.00pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk  
 

 
CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and who meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 
activities 

 
Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 
10am to 2pm for refreshments, 
light  lunches and a chance to 
chat.              

 

                    Devotions 

 

                   Silent God 

  

 This is my prayer - 

 

 That, though I may not see, 

 I be aware 

 Of the Silent God 

 Who stands by me. 

 

 That, though I may not feel, 

 I be aware 

 Of the Mighty Love 

 Which doggedly follows me. 

 

 That, though I may not respond, 

 I be aware 

 That God—my Silent, Mighty God, 

 Waits each day. 

 Quietly, hopefully, persistently. 

 Waits each day and through each night 

 For me. 

   

 For me—alone.  
 

Edwina Gateley,  
 

from There Was No Path So I Trod One  
(1996, 2013) 
 



. 

News from the 
Churches 

 From Palm Sunday to Easter Day 
 

There are a number of special events in our 
family of churches to which you are invited    
between Palm Sunday and Easter Day, in 
addition to  our usual Sunday worship 
. 

Palm Sunday 13 April    Choral Service 
 

  

The Crucifixion   
by J.Stainer 

 
Tenor: Jon English 

Bass: Graham Dinnage 
 

Conductor: Stephen Haylett   
Organist: Joy Williams 

 

Trinity Choir is joined by singers from the CUCS 
churches, Sutton Team Ministry, Sutton 
Methodist Circuit and other friends.  
This popular, reflective choral work will set the 
scene as we journey through Holy Week. 
 

 

 

 

Have you been to any of the Lent Talks? 
 

You are warmly invited to attend the last two 
CUCS Lent Talks which will be held at St 
Nicholas Church on each Wednesday in Lent at 
8.00pm. Each talk will be repeated the 
following day, Thursday, at 2.00pm 

   
2/3 April      Playing the Passion 

        Revd Leah Philbrick 
9/10 April    Seeing the Passion 

        Revd Mike Dales 
 
Singing the Faith 
 

At Trinity’s recent Annual General Meeting it was 
agreed to adopt the latest Methodist hymn book, 
Singing the Faith to replace Hymns and Psalms. 
It contains all the traditional hymns we know and 
love as well as familiar and new modern hymns, 
many from the Taizé and Iona traditions.  
 

It will be used for the first time at the morning 
service on Easter Sunday. 
 
Bluebell Ramble   Sunday 4 May 

 

Join us for a ramble through Banstead Woods to 
enjoy the bluebells.  We will meet in Trinity Hall 
after morning service (around 12 noon) to eat a 
packed lunch before driving to Banstead Woods 
for a 2 mile walk, returning by 5pm.  If you will 
need a lift please contact: 
John and Deborah Wroe: 8642 9064 
john.p.wroe@btinternet.com 

 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club will be 
meeting twice during April and would like to invite 
new members to come along. There is usually a 
talk from a visiting speaker, a short act of worship 
and a chance to meet people over a cup of tea. 
 

Wednesday 9 April at 2.30pm 
Slides of Old Sutton  
Valary Murphy, Museum and Historical House 
Officer. 
 

Wednesday 23 April at 2.30pm 
The Retired Greyhound Trust 
Samuel Zeimer-Jackson  
 

The meetings take place in the Minor Hall at 
Trinity. 
 

 

Monday 14 April - Wednesday 16 April 
8.30pm Christchurch      Holy Week Reflections 
 
Tuesday 15 April  
2.00pm The Terrace Room, Trinity 
Discussion of our Lent Book The Heart’s Time.-
a poem a day for Lent to Easter.  Do join us 
even if you have not been reading the poems 
and perhaps have lunch before in the Oasis. 
 
Maundy Thursday 17 April 
8.00pm  Trinity            Into the Darkness 
 
Good Friday 18 April 

 

Walk of Witness 
Organised by Churches Together in Sutton and 
Cheam. Meet outside Asda at 9.45am. The 
Walk ends with a short act of worship in Trinity 
Square led by Fr Lorne Denny who is Team 
Vicar of the Cheam Anglican group. 
 
 

12.00-2.00pm  St Nicholas Church will be open   
for Quiet Prayer and Reflection 
 
 

2.00pm  St Barnabas Church   
      Hour at the Cross 
 
Easter Sunday 20 April 
5.30am St Nicholas Church   Sunrise Service 



 

The Butler  Director: Lee Daniels - a film review by Justine Middlemiss 
 

I hadn’t noticed the two faces the butlers wore to protect themselves.  
 

Based on a true story, The Butler is the story of Cecil Gaines, butler at the White House from the 1950s 
until the 1980s and the political events surrounding his life. 
 

The film begins in the 1920s cotton fields of the southern States where Cecil’s parents are employed, 
although treated as less than human by the white farm owners. His mother is raped with impunity and his 
father, as he protests, is shot. The whites can do anything to us and they won’t be punished. 
 

We follow Cecil’s journey from ‘house nigger’ through waiter in a local and then Washington hotel up to 
his recruitment at the White House.  He can’t believe that he could be so fortunate and his life so good. 
We are involved in his family life too and in particular the political 
involvement of his son, Louis, in the Civil Rights movement from the 
Freedom Buses through to the Black Panther Party and then into 
mainstream politics. We see the pain, confusion and cost of that 
involvement to the individuals and family. 
 

The film exposes the reality of exclusion in the recent past, and the ways 
in which it is still played out, perhaps more subtly, in economic and social 
impoverishment. I was shocked by the almost non-human status of the 
black men and women in the film. One of the early White House scenes 
shows Cecil Gaines holding a tray of cookies for a group of (all white) 
children visiting the White House. As the kids snatch the biscuits, not one 
of them says thank you – he is simply a tray holder.  
 

Perhaps more than that, the film highlighted the way that many of us do 
not see, or collude with, the dominant political and economic systems 
around us even when we are the victims of the system. We do not see 
how we are being damaged or persecuted or marginalized and the part 
that we can play in sustaining the status quo.  As the titles rolled I was left 
thinking of my own life and our community in Sutton. How are we trapped? 
What systems do we fail to see or challenge? 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the May issue is  
16 April   Unite!  is also available online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

The Imitation of Christ        by Dave Dickinson 
 

Those who did not follow the examples given by their mathematics teachers when it came to exams soon 
learnt that only fools and geniuses ignore set examples.  On Maundy Thursday we will hear the words of 
Jesus in the Fourth Gospel:  I have set you an example (John 13: 15).  Do we follow it?  
  

The imitation of Christ has recurred throughout Christian history as a motif in spiritual devotion and 
practice.  Its most famous expression is in a late medieval work attributed to Thomas à Kempis called The 
Imitation of Christ, the last two parts of which consist of a dialogue between Christ and a disciple, who is 
encouraged to seek the way of the cross and live a life of withdrawal into an inner life of struggle and 
endurance.  It is significant that this devotional work has been popular among Protestants and Catholics 
alike, Ignatius Loyola, Calvin and Wesley included.   
 

Maggie Tulliver, the principal character in George Eliot’s The Mill on the Floss, finds in à Kempis’s book 
insight and strength to live by.  Eliot comments that Maggie knew nothing of doctrines and systems but 
that she recognised that “this voice out of the far-off middle ages was the direct communication of a 

human soul’s belief and experience.”  Hers was a small old-
fashioned book bought for only sixpence at a bookstall yet it was 
capable of turning bitter waters into sweetness. For Maggie, The 
Imitation of Christ was more transformative by far than any number 
of sermons and treatises. 
  

During the last stages of Lent, Holy Week devotion and our joyous 
observation of Easter we closely follow events in Jesus’ life.  As we 
do this, we place ourselves alongside Jesus in these experiences, 
in an almost imitative fashion.  But it can be demoralising:  how can 
we reach the heights of perfection that Jesus reached?    
Thankfully, Jesus is more than a mere exemplar.  He does not only 
set the example, but he gives us the capacity to match it.  


