
 Worship in  
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton 

 

Advent Sunday 1 December  
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP )  
10.30am SBC Morning Worship 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship   Communion 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship   Communion 
  6.30pm  Trinity United Advent Carol Service 
 

Sunday 8 December 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship      Communion 
                   Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship    
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship   Communion  
  6.30pm SBC United Service 
 

Sunday 15 December 
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC          Morning Worship Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N           Morning Worship Communion 

  6.30pm  Carols at St Barnabas 
 

December 22-29th  See Christmas Worship 
 

Sunday 5 January 
  9.00am St N          Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.30am SBC          Morning Worship  
 Trinity Covenant Sunday       Communion
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N           Epiphany Morning Worship 
  Communion 
 

Sunday 12 January 
   9.00am St N          Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am      SBC          Morning Worship      Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship     Alan Jameson 
 St N           Morning Worship 
 

Sunday 19 January    Pulpit Exchange 
   9.00am      St N          Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am      SBC         Morning Worship 
                   Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 Trinity       Morning Worship  
  St Nicholas Team Ministry 
 St N           Morning Worship   Communion 
  Revd Mike Dales  
 6.30 Trinity       United Service 
 Churches Together in Sutton and Cheam  
 

Sunday 26th January  
  9.00am St N Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am SBC Morning Worship Revd Mike Dales 
 Trinity Morning Worship 
  Revd Dr David Dickinson 
 St N Morning Worship         Communion 
 

With the exception of January 19th, united evening 
services in January are at 6.30pm at St Nicholas. 

 

 

… for help or information please contact 

December 2013  January 2014      

Dear friends 
 

Over the last few weeks people have been 
asking how I’ve been settling into Sutton. To be 
honest, I feel a bit of a fraud, given that I’ve 
moved two miles along the road and many, 
many things are familiar. On the other hand, I 
might as well have moved several hundred 
miles as I struggle with new phones, new 
computers and one way roads I didn’t know 
existed! 
 

But the whole process has been remarkably 
easy. That’s primarily because of the warm and 
wonderful welcome I have received, a feeling 
that I wasn’t walking into a room of strangers 
but the welcome of friends journeying with me 
as we explore what it means to be alive in 
Christ. 
 

All of which is close to my mind as we turn 
towards the seasons of Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany with their stories of welcome and 
rejection, warmth and comfort, fear and 
uncertainty.  
 

We are invited once again to welcome Christ. 
Will we really welcome the love of God and 
allow it to change us? Or would we rather stay 
safe and unchanged – with baby Jesus nothing 
but the product of our imaginations and those 
of the advertisers? Will we welcome the 
fullness of the power and love of God that 
comforts and disturbs, that challenges and 
changes, that turns our world upside down? Or 
will our welcome be limited to our nearest and 
dearest, friends gathered for parties, those we 
already know and who pose little threat to our 
status quo? 
 

But perhaps we’ll be like the shepherds and the 
Magi, willing to step out from what we know to 
catch a glimpse of the God-child and allow our 
lives to be transformed, our expectations 
shattered and our hearts full of joy, our 
welcome to the Son of God bubbling over so 
that others may feel able to welcome who we 
welcome; to offer hospitality to this Child with 
all the promises of life that he brings. 
 

We can only answer those questions for 
ourselves. But I hope that in the coming weeks 
you will experience God’s love and welcome as 
we celebrate Christ’s coming together. 

   Justine        Revd Justine Middlemiss 

Revd Mike Dales (Sutton Baptist)         07952 231723 
mg.dales@blueyonder.co.uk 

Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)  
      Office: 020 8643 6884 
      Home: 020 8643 0963
     todaviddickinson@gmail.com 
Revd Justine Middlemiss (St Nicholas) 
       020 8642 3499 
            rector@suttonteamministry.org 
Revd Mark Pullinger (St Nicholas)       020 8642 2757 

mplarksong@aol.co.uk 



 

DEVOTIONAL CLASSICS                       Edited by Richard Foster and JB Smith 
Reviewed by Mike Dales  -     a book to start the New Year! 
 

Many of you will remember Richard Foster’s book ‘Celebration of 
Discipline’ which examined the disciplines of prayer, fasting, 
meditation, study and so on in the Christian life.  The book sold over 
one million copies and is rightly regarded as a Christian classic 
.   

This review however concerns a more recent book ‘Devotional 
Classics’ edited in partnership with James Bryan Smith .  Foster 
comes from the Quaker tradition and values highly the great 
treasury of devotional writing over the centuries.  ‘Devotional 
Classics’ is the result of his interest. 
.  

The selections are taken from saints from all ages of the church 
including Church Fathers such as Augustine, to medieval and 16th-
17th century writers such as Bernard of Clairvaux, Lancelot 
Andrewes and John Bunyan, to more recent writers such as C.S. 
Lewis.  Although the book is quite substantial, each selection is only 
a very manageable few pages long.  In the process the book 
introduces the reader to over 50 of the greatest Christian writers of 
all time. There are additional helpful materials after each devotional 
selection: an appropriate Bible passage, questions for reflection, and 
suggested exercises 

. 

The readings can be used by either individuals or groups, and would make a wonderful resource for daily 
devotions.  If someone was looking for a book to begin the New Year with, I can think of few better. 

From the Editor  I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on  the future of Unite!. 
Contact me by email: olwenstewart@hotmail.com or by phone: 8643 2525.  Copy date for the February issue 
is January  14.  Unite!  is also available in colour online at www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk 

Dave Dickinson reflects on the Christmas Story 
 

Shepherds, wise men, a travelling star, a young pregnant mother, a helpful innkeeper, a stable and a host 
of angels are all part of the familiar Christmas story, which is really a conflation of two.  One is told by 
Matthew, the other by Luke, and there’s a dark side to both.  If you were to spend a few minutes reading 
the first two chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, you would see that the Christmas story is also a story about 
genocide and seeking asylum from a despot.  If you were to read the first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel, 
you would see that his infancy narrative is also a story with disturbing parallels with the birth of John the 
Baptist, as well as a story that predicts that the new-born baby will be rejected in such a way that he will 
break his parents’ hearts (2: 34f.). 
 

Christians hold a range of views about the Christmas story:  at one end of the spectrum some treat the 
birth narratives as legend, rather like the fantastic legends that build up around any holy person such as 
Moses or Buddha, whilst, at the other end, some read them as records of actual events with the odd 
discrepancy and inconsistency that you always get with eye-witness accounts. 
 

In whatever way you understand the story – legend or history 

- what really matters is the truth expressed by the story.  The 

dark side of the Christmas story interests me more than the 

magical fantastical side, for it firmly roots our faith in reality.  

Our faith is not far removed from our daily experience;  rather, 

our faith engages with the complexities of the everyday.  The 

Christian religion is incarnational, which is to say that it is to 

do with the dirt and grime of life, to do with the dark side of 

living, to do with the nitty-gritty of daily politics, daily work and 

daily relationships.  The truth of God-with-us is a truth that 

lightens up lives with a more lasting light than Christmas 

lights.  It’s a truth we won’t switch off on Twelfth Night.                    Mother and Child in the Phillipines 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celebration_of_Discipline&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celebration_of_Discipline&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meditation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_study_(Christian)


Regular Events 
 

All members of CUCS are warmly welcomed 
at these activities 

Christian Meditation Group meets alternate 
Mondays at 3pm and 7.45pm. Contact Pamela 
Ford 8642 591 

 2 December 3.00pm 
 9 December  7.45pm 
    Christmas and New Year Break 
20 January  3.00pm 
27 January  7.45pm 

 
Saturday Prayer Meeting meets 10am - 11am 
at Sutton Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Club meets 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. For 
further information ring Margaret Jeffery 8874 
7108 or Sylvia Robinson 8642 1391.  
There are no meetings in January 

The Growing Group meets twice a month at 
10.30am in the John Clifford Hall, Sutton 
Baptist Church. Ladies' informal coffee 
mornings and activities. For details speak to 
Carole Adams 07711 879645.. 

Mothers’ Union meets at St Nicholas.  
Contact Janet Little 8715 6843. 

Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in 
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am. 
Contact: Paula Tidy 8642 2026. 

Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in 
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time.  It 
is open  from  6.30pm until 8pm for 11 to 18 
year olds.  A chance to get to know other young 
people in CUCS and have fun together.  
Contact Jane Oliver 01883 346261. 

Badminton Club meets 7.45-10pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays in Trinity Hall. 

Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found 
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton.  All ages and abilities are welcome. See 
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk . 

CUCS is St Nicholas, Sutton Baptist and 
Trinity URC/Methodist who are churches 
uniting in central Sutton, and meet 
regularly for prayer, worship and shared 

activities.  

 

BC:AD 
 

 This was the moment when Before 
 Turned into After, and the future's 
 Uninvented timekeepers presented arms. 
   
 This was the moment when nothing 
 Happened. Only dull peace 
 Sprawled boringly over the earth. 
   
 This was the moment when even energetic Romans         
 Could find nothing better to do 
 Than counting heads in remote provinces. 
   
 And this was the moment 
 When a few farm workers and three 
 Members of an obscure Persian sect 
 
 Walked haphazard by starlight straight  
 Into the kingdom of heaven. 
 

 U.A. Fanthorpe  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Advent Calendar with a difference! 
 
 

BC:AD is one of the poems in the anthology 
compiled by Janet Morley  which was mentioned in 
the last edition of Unite! and the title of the book 
  

                 Haphazard by Starlight  
 

is a quotation from  U A Fanthorpe’s poem.  
 

It contains a poem a day   from Advent to Epiphany 
and a small group is meeting at 2.00pm on Monday 
6 January in the Oasis Terrace Room at Trinity to 
read the last poem for Epiphany  together and then 
to discuss the book. 
 

Do join us even if you have not been reading the 
poems over the weeks - or come early at 1.30 pm 
and have lunch in the Oasis with us first.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The book can be  bought from local book shops or 
online from wordery.com or Amazon. 

Oasis at Trinity Church is 
open Monday to Friday from 

10am to 2pm for  
refreshments, light  lunches 

and a chance to chat. 



Lunch at The Clink 
‘ 

We enjoyed the lunch and it was quite an 
experience and the restaurant is like a four star 
restaurant in central London.  
 

A comment from one of the forty three people 
from CUCS and Sutton Team Ministry who had 
lunch at The Clink Restaurant at HMP High 
Down on Wednesday, 30 October. 
 

Apart from professional guidance, everything at 
The Clink is undertaken by the inmates, who 
thereby receive invaluable training in catering.  
 

The food was magnificent, and all were 
impressed by the restaurant and what it 
achieves. 
 

Lunchtime Carol Service 
 

All are welcome to the Crown Agents and Civic 
Offices Annual Carol Service at 1.00pm on 
Thursday, 12 December at St Nicholas Church. 
Why not come a little earlier to enjoy some light 
refreshments, and stay after for a glass of 
mulled wine and a mince pie. And bring your 
friends! 
 

Reading the Bible 
 

Two evenings with Dave Dickinson at Trinity 

Church introducing the Bible: how it came to us, 

how we use it and how to read it.   For people 

new to the Bible and for people very familiar 

with it.  Tuesdays 21 and 28 January 2014 at 

7.45 pm 

Visit to Horniman Museum and Gardens 
Sunday 26 January 
 

Join us after morning service on 26 January for 
a visit to the Horniman Museum, a family 
friendly museum including collections of Musical 
Instruments, Natural History and African Art and 
Culture.  There are also gardens with a Sound 
Garden and an Animal Walk - something for 
everyone! 
 

Bring a packed lunch which we will eat together 
either in Trinity Hall before we travel or possibly 
at the museum.  We will travel by train from 
Sutton to Forest Hill, from where the museum is 
a 600 metre walk 

The Museum and Gardens are free, but if you 
choose to visit the aquarium tickets cost  £3 
adult, £1.10 child and £7 family. The rail fare for 
an adult using Oyster is £5.80.   
Contact John and Deborah Wroe (8642 9064 or 
john.p.wroe@btinternet.com) for more 

information. 
 

Reminder! John and Deborah have 
organised a visit to the Geffrye Museum on 
Sunday 8 December-see the November edition.  

News from the 
Churches 

 
  

 Christmas Worship in 
Churches Uniting in 

Central Sutton 
 

 
 
 
Sutton Baptist Church 
 

Sunday       22 December 
10.30am      Morning Christmas Worship 
                    Communion   Revd Mike Dales 
 6.30pm       Service of Lessons and Carols            
                    united with Trinity 
 

Tuesday      24 December Christmas Eve 
 4.30pm        Carols for Christmas 
11.30pm       Midnight Communion 
      united at St Nicholas 
 

Wednesday 25 December Christmas Day 
10.30am        Family Christmas Worship 
       united at Trinity 
 

Sunday        29 December 
10.30am       CUCS United Christmas Worship 
                     Revd Mike Dales 
No evening service 
 

St Nicholas Parish Church 
 

Sunday        22 December 
  9.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30am   Morning Worship       Communion 
  6.30pm   Sutton Team Carol Service  
                     united at Christ Church 
 

Tuesday       24 December Christmas Eve 
  3.30pm    Christingle Service 
11.30pm    Midnight Communion  
                      united with Sutton Baptist Church 
   

Wednesday  25 December Christmas Day        
10.30am     Family Christmas Carols   
                      with Communion 
 

Sunday          29 December 
10.30am        CUCS United Service at SCB 
No evening service 
                

Trinity URC/Methodist Church 
 

Sunday         22 December 
10.30am        Junior Church Nativity Service 
  6.30pm        Service of Lessons and Carols            
                      united at Sutton Baptist Church 
 

Tuesday       24 December   Christmas Eve 
11.15pm       Candlelight Service 
 

Wednesday  25 December Christmas Day 
10.30am        Family Christmas Worship  
                      united with SCB                  
 

Sunday          29 December  
10.30am        CUCS United at SBC 


